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Parsha Pearls 
By Rabbi Dovid Cohen 

Grade Level: Middle School-High School 

Description:
A wonderful compilation of short, meaningful divrei Torah for each of the parshios 
in the Torah.  The information is compiled from a wide range of acharonim and 
they are relevant and interesting.  Most parshiyos have three or more divrei 
Torah for the rebbe or morah who does parsha every day.  The goal of these 
divrei Torah is to increase the students’ Torah knowledge while giving them an 
opportunity to say over the thought at home which will help build confidence in 
public speaking. 

Goals/Objectives:
Students will discuss the thought presented in the dvar Torah and will practice 
retelling it in public. 

Instructions:
1. The Rebbe/Morah can throw out the question and have a class 

discussion. I found that this was a terrific way to open their minds.
2. Alternately, the Rebbe/Morah can read through it once and explain it, then 

make it into a public speaking class. 



Parshas Matos: Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz - Moshe's Anger Was Justified.. So What?

When the war with Midyan was over and Moshe found out that they did not kill the

women he became angry with Elazar because the women were the ones who caused Klal

Yisroel to sin. The Gemara Pesachim (66b) says that when a person becomes angry even if

he is as wise as Moshe, his wisdom will leave him. Afterwards Elazar taught Bnei Yisroel

Hilchos tevila since it was hidden from Moshe due to his anger.

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz points out that Moshe was perfectly correct in his assessment

of the armies poor judgment and had every right to be angry. So why was he punished? He

answers that Moshe was not punished. When anger overtakes a person the fact is that his

wisdom leaves him. It is not a punishment it is the way things work. Therefore it makes

absolutely no difference if the anger is justified or not. Anger and wisdom just don't go

together.
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Parshas Matos: Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky - You Can Add To The Torah, But Moshe

Did Not

In Parshas Matos in the introduction to the parsha of Nedarim or promises, the Torah

writes, "Zeh HaDavar Asher Tziva Hashem Es Moshe", this is the matter that Hashem

commanded Moshe (Matos 30:2). Rashi points out that Moshe said Nevua with the word,

"Zeh" meaning it was pure without his own personality involved, while the other nevi'im said

nevua with the word "Koh", indicating that it contained their interpretation. Why does the

Torah teach us this by the Parshas of Nedarim and not anywhere else?

Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky answers in Emes L'Yaakov, that with a neder a person has the

power to create mitzvos and issurim in the Torah. If he promises to eat a piece of food,

eating that food becomes a Mitzvas Aseh. If he promises not to eat it, then it becomes assur

like Chazir. If he makes a food Hekdesh then if another person eats it he could be Chayav

Misa! This is all possible because a person is a Tzelem Elokim.

Since we see a person has the power to use his own personality to create Torah, one

may think that the entire Torah which was written by Moshe is a reflection of his personality

and is his interpretation of Hashem's Torah. The pasuk comes and tells us that Moshe was

different from all other nevi'im. His transmission of the Torah was 100% pure and crystal

clear, "Zeh". It was the Torah that Hashem gave without the slightest trace of Moshe

whatsoever.
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Parshas Matos: In Sichon & Og We Ate Pig, But In Midyan We Kashered The Utensils?

"Kol Asher Yavo BaEsh Taviru BaEsh"; "Everything that comes into fire, you
shall pass through the fire and it shall be clean" The pasuk tells us that before using the
vessels, which they took from Midyan, they must be Kashered. Prior to the war with
Midyan, the Jews had a major war with Sichon and Og. Why were the instructions of
Kashering utensils not given immediately after the war with Sichon and Og?

Ramban answers, the Gemara (Chulin 17a) says in regard to the pasuk in Devarim
(6:10-11) - "It shall be when Hashem will bring you to the land of your forefathers... great
and good cities that you did not build, houses filled with every good thing that you did not
fill", that this includes permission to use "Katlei DeChaziri" - "dried pieces of pork' -
taken among the spoils or found in abandoned houses.

Consequently, in the battle with Sichon and Og, since the land of Amori is part of
the inheritance of the Bnai Yisroel, everything they took from them, including non-kosher
utensils or foods, were permissible to use as is. However, the war with Midyan was strictly
a war of revenge for the act they did against Klal Yisroel. Their land was taken as a
vengeance, and is not part of the land, which was an inheritance to the Bnai Yisroel.
Therefore in order to use the utensils of Midyan it was necessary to put them through the
process prescribed by Elazar the Kohen.

According to the Ramban, everything, including non-kosher food, captured while
conquering the land, which is of Jewish inheritance, is permissible. However, according to
the Rambam (Melachim 8:1), it is permissible for soldiers to eat non-kosher food taken
among the spoils, only when they are hungry and do not have other food.

Daas Zekainim MiBaalai HaTosfos answers, unlike the war with Sichon, of which
the Torah writes," He went out against the Bnai Yisroel in the wilderness" (21:23), the
Jews went to Midyan to battle with the Bnei Midyan. Since the war with Sichon took place
in the Midbar, and it is uncommon to have cooking utensils on the battlefield, none were
captured, and it was not necessary to give instructions on how to make them permissible.
However, the war with Midyan took place in the cities and the Bnai Yisroel took various
kinds of spoils, including cooking utensils. That is why it was necessary for Elazar to
provide instructions for making the non kosher utensils fit for use by the Bnai Yisroel.
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Parshas Matos: Ben Ish Chai - The Finger That Pulls The Trigger

After the victory in the war against Midyan, the officers came to Moshe and told him,

"Avadecha Nasu Es Rosh Anshei Milchama Asher BiYadeinu, Lo Nifkad Mimenu Ish",your

servants have taken a head count of the soldiers who went out to war in our hands and not one

of us is missing (Matos 31:49).

The Ben Ish Chai explains this pasuk B'Derech Drush as follows. The Yerushalmi

(Pei'a 1:1) says that in the days of Dovid they were all tzaddikim, but when they went to war

people were killed because they spoke Lashon Hara. In the days of Achav they were Resha'im

who worshipped avodah zara, yet they were always victorious in war because peace reigned

among them. To avoid Lashon Hara, the Gemara in Kesubos (5b) says that our fingers were

created in the shape of a peg in order to stick them in our ears to avoid hearing improper

chatter.

According to these two statements by Chazal we see that the fingers are the weapons

that win wars. Stick them in your ear and victory is assured. This is what the officers told

Moshe in response to how they won the war. They won it with the "Rosh Anshei Milchama

Asher BiYadeinu" the heads or fingers of their hands. Because of this, "Lo Nifkad Mimenu

Ish", we all came back without any casualties.
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Parshas Masei: Rav Chaim Kanievsky - The Special Role Of The Nasi Of Yehuda &

Binyomin

The Torah lists for us the names of the Nesi'im who would represent their Shevet in

the division of Eretz Yisroel (Masei 34:19-29). The Ba'al HaTurim asks why before each

Shevet does it say "L'Mateh Bnei..." for the sons of the shevet of..., whereas by Yehuda and

Binyomin it only says L'Mateh Yehuda and L'Mateh Binyomin and omitting the word Bnei? He

doesn't offer an answer.

Rav Chaim Kanievsky answers that all the nesi'im worked tireless and exclusively for

the people of their shevet. However within the territory of both Yehuda and Binyomin lay the

Bais HaMikdash which belonged to all of Klal Yisroel. These two nesi'im represented not only

their  own  shevet  in  the  division  of  Eretz  Yisroel  but  all  of  Klal  Yisroel,  so  it  would  be

misleading to say "L'Bnei", meaning only for the sons of their shevet.

Parshas Masei: Aharon HaKohen's Death In The Three Weeks

The pasuk in Parshas Masei tells us about the death of Aharon at Hor HaHor. It says

that Aharon died on the first day of the 5th month - which is Rosh Chodesh Av. In Parshas

Chukas it also tells us about the death of Aharon; however over there it does not state the

date of his death. Why did the Torah wait until Parshas Masei to tell us the date?

The Meforshim explain that Aharon's death created a period of mourning for all of Klal

Yisroel. Since he was Ohaiv Shalom V'Rodef Shalom everybody loved him and they all

mourned his death. The date of his death is in middle of the 3 week period in which we mourn

the destruction of the Bais Hamikdash. Parshas Masei always comes out near or on Rosh

Chodesh Av, the day that Aharon died. It is therefore appropriate to state the date of

Aharon's death, Rosh Chodesh Av, in Parshas Masei, to remind us that at this time of the

year when all of Klal Yisroel is in mourning for the Bais Hamikdash. All of Klal Yisroel, Kol

Bais Yisroel, also mourned Aharon.
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Parshas Masei: Maharal MiPrague - Cheap Blood In Eiver Hayarden

The pasuk tells us that 3 Arei Miklat were set up in Eretz Canan and 3 on the other

side of the Yarden in the land of Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuven. There were 9 Shvatim in Eretz

Canan  and  only  2  1/2 on  the  other  side  of  the  Yarden,  so  why  should  the  number  of  Arei

Miklat be the same. The Gemara answers that in Gilead (which was on the East side of the

Yarden) there were many killers. They therefore needed as many cities of refuge as the 9

Shvatim. This is difficult to understand. The cities of refuge were specifically for

unintentional killers, why would a city that has many intentional murders need more cities of

refuge?

The Maharal in Gur Aryeh answers the the fact that there were many unintentional

murderers in Gilead, indicates that human life was not sufficiently valued there. It stands to

reason, that even those who were not murderers tended to be negligent. There were thus many

unintentional killings there, as well.
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Parshas Masei: Mei HaShiloach - The Torah Ends With A Lesson For The Ages

The Torah is considered to be complete after Sefer Bamidbar. Sefer Devarim is

Mishneh Torah a review of the first four Chumashim. The end of Parshas Masei talks about

the ban placed on women who inherit land to marry men out of their Shevet causing the land

to transfer to another shevet. This ban was later repealed. Why does the Torah choose to end

with a mitzva that was only applicable for a short time rather than one of the fundamental of

the Torah or mitzvos?

The Iturei Torah brings from The Mei HaShiloach, that there are two kinds of Mitzvos.

One kind are mitzvos that are fundamental to Yiddishkeit and apply always throughout history

across all societies and eras. These are the Taryag Mitzvos. However there are also mitzvos

that apply for special reasons at special times. Hashem wants people to understand Him and

figure what is His Ratzon at any given time and under current circumstances. These are also

mitzvos albeit not counted among the 613 for obvious reasons.

The Torah teaches us the taryag mitzvos but in closing it tells us that this is not all

one needs to do. It specifically ends with a mitzva created for the special circumstance of

Chalukas Eretz Yisroel. This mitzva did not earn an eternal place in Yihadus, and was later

abolished when it was no longer relevant. However it provided a sterling example of our need

to examine and fulfill Ratzon Hashem in everything we do under the circumstances at hand.

Chazak Chazak Vinischazeik!
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