
?1. Why didn’t Yehoshua ben Nun rush to war against
the thirty-one kings in Eretz Yisroel just like Moshe
Rabbeinu rushed Pinchas to battle Midyan?

(Bamidbar Rabah 2:6, Shimush Talmidei Chachomim)

2. Why did the righteous Jewish soldiers need to bring
Korbanos after returning from the war against
Midyan?

(Shabbos 64a, Rashbam, Chizkuni, Targum Yonason,
Kav HaYashar 20, Sharei Aharon)
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"!h,tmnu h,gdh"

(“I worked on these questions,
and I found these answers!”)

1.Hashem said that Moshe would die after he wages war against Midyan, so Moshe
Rabbeinu really could have lengthened his life by postponing the battle against

Midyan. Moshe rushed to do the mitzvah – ignoring any self-interest. However,
Yehoshua was criticized for not rushing to war against the thirty-one kings in Israel
when he led the Bnei Yisroel in their conquest of Eretz Yisroel. He thought he’d
lengthen his life by pushing off the attack, but ten years were taken off his life. He was
supposed to live as long as his Rebbi, Moshe, 120 years, but he only lived to 110.
Perhaps Yehoshua rationalized that Klal Yisroel needed him to continue teaching
them Torah at that crucial time, but he actually lost out precious years of life due to
procrastinating that mitzvah.

2.Many reasons are given why the righteous soldiers whom Moshe sent to fight
Midyan needed to bring korbanos after their war. Simply speaking, the soldiers
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?59. How many animals were sacrificed as Korbanos
Tzibur annually on the mizbeiyach to atone for the
sins of the Jewish community?

(Sefer HaParshiyos)

60. What did Hashem promise that He will do for Am
Yisroel who brought Him the lechem hapanim and the
Korbanos?

(Bamidbar Rabah)
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! 59. Approximately 1,263 korbanos were sacrificed on behalf of the tzibur
(Jewish community) annually. The era of korbanos had more Yiras

Shomayim since the traumatic experience of sacrificing a korban made the
sinners wake up and break their bad habits.

60. Hashem promises that in return for the Bnei Yisroel’s devotion to
sacrificing korbanos and lechem hapanim, He will set food before us in

the upcoming future days of Moshiach, and the goyim will see and be
embarrassed.

(

In honor of my Eishet Chayil,
S H E R Y L

May Hashem always grant you great nachat
from our children.

R AY M O N D FAY E N A

(
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7.Moshe did not want to wage a war against Midyan, since he grew up in that
country. A person must appreciate the country that hosted him. Also,

Moshe said, “Pinchas started the war against Midyan when he killed Princess Kuzbi
– let him continue the war and finish off that mitzvah of eradicating the evil!” The
appointment of Pinchas can also be understood by the fact that before a nation
falls in this world, its guardian angel in Heaven has to fall. Moshe battled the
angel of Midyan who was in Heaven, while Pinchas battled the actual nation of
Midyan below!

8. It is a very grave sin for one to pledge tzedakah and not fulfill the pledge.
The lives of one’s own children are in jeopardy if he, their father, doesn’t

keep his word.

9. Since Menashe caused the Shevatim to tear their clothes in grief when he
accused them of stealing Tzofnas Paneyach’s (Yosef’s) goblet, his own tribe

was torn into two! His shevet was therefore split by residing on opposite sides of
the Yardein River. Even though Menashe was listening to his father and fulfill-
ing Kibud Av, the fact is the Shevatim were tzadikim, and he caused them pain.
Also, this enabled the tribes of Reuvein and Gad to be more attached to Am
Yisroel, and not to be totally separated on the Ever HaYardein.

10. When you make a neder to tzedakah during an aliyah in shul, it is wise to
say “bli neder” just in case you forget to pay. You would then end up doing

more harm than good!”

7. Hashem commanded Moshe to battle Midyan. Why
did Moshe send Pinchas to lead the war instead?

(Bamidbar Rabah 22:4, Sichos Mussar, Yalkut Reuveini)

8. What happens to one who pledges money to
tzedakah and does not fulfill his neder?

(Tanchuma Vayishlach 8)

9. Why was the tribe of Menashe split into two?

(Hemek Davar, See Torah Mi’Tzion, The Midrash Says)

10. Which two words should you say whenever you
make a Mi-Shebeirach by an aliyah to the Torah?

(Oros Eilim)
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?3. What did Moshe Rabbeinu and Dovid HaMelech do
every time they sent a soldier to war?

(Bamidbar Rabah 22:3, Tanchuma 3)

4. Which people delay malachim (angels) from singing
their Shira to Hashem?

(See Kav Naki 86:27)

5. When should a person make a neder (promise)?
(Bereishis Rabah 70:1, Rambam, Sefer Chasidim)

6. What promise did Shlomo HaMelech’s mother,
Bas-Sheva, make?

(Sanhedrin 70b)
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!
offered korbanos in gratitude that not one soldier died in action. The Gemara says
they brought a korban as a kaparah. The soldiers may have had impure thoughts
upon seeing the immodestly dressed Midyanite women, and for that they needed
atonement! (Some ignorant people assume that there is no sin in thinking or look-
ing at impure things. Their need for a korban shows otherwise. See Rambam
Hilchos Teshuva.) Thirdly, the soldiers saw that they were able to keep each other
strong as ovdei Hashem even in the face of temptation. This prompted them to bring
a korban as a kaparah for not reproving the sinners from Shevet Shimon. Had they
done so, the shevatim may have prevented the terrible Chillul Hashem that ensued.

3. The military policy of Klal Yisroel was that for every soldier sent to battle,
another one was sent to learn Torah and to pray that the other be victorious.

This means that of the 24,000 soldiers chosen in those armed forces, half took
part in the physical battle while half battled in the spiritual realm, known as
Milchamtah shel Torah

4. An angel is created every time one pledges money to tzedakah. But it doesn’t
have a soul to be able to sing Shira until that pledge is paid. Those incom-

plete angels are withheld from singing Shira to Hashem, so they curse the man
who pledged until he pays his donation. No wonder Shlomo HaMelech wrote in
Koheles: “It’s better not to pledge, than to pledge even when you’re going to pay!”

5. At a time of personal or national crisis one should promise to give charity and
that the tzedakah should serve as a merit to spare him from distress.

6.Dovid HaMelech swore to Bas-Sheva that she will be his wife who will moth-
er the crown prince. Bas-Sheva prayed to Hashem that she merit a gifted son

filled with Torah and worthy of prophecy. Chazal say that she swore that she merit
such a son. This can be understood that she swore to Hashem that she would do
great deeds to merit this.
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15. Bilam came back to Midyan to get paid for his role in killing 24,000 Jews
through his wicked scheme. Well, he got paid back all right. Pinchas said the

Name of Hashem, which enabled him to fly after Bilam, and either he killed him, or
Beis Din did. Bilam tried to persuade Pinchas to forgive him. But Pinchas said, “You
tried to kill the Jews many times: As Lavan when you pursued Yaakov; as Pharaoh’s
notorious advisor, when you advised Pharaoh to enslave the Bnei Yisroel and drown
their boys; and then with Balak and the Midyanite women! Death is your reward!”

16. The most common excuses for residing outside of Eretz Yisroel are for
parnassah reasons or family-ties outside of Eretz Yisroel. These reasons are

alluded to in Reuvein and Gad’s names. Reu-vein means “look, my son” and Gad
means “good fortune” – refering to money factors. A family’s Rav should be
approached to honestly determine where you should settle.

17. After Moshe became angry with the soldiers for not killing the Midyanite
women, he forgot the laws of kashering utensils. Elazar the Kohein Gadol had

to teach those laws in his place.

18. If you never lie with your mouth, then the words that you speak will most
likely come true! As Chazal say, “A righteous person decrees and Hashem

fulfills!”

19. If one solicits tzedakah pledges for a worthy cause he should be quick to col-
lect those donations. a) The organization needs the cash. b) Every day that

the pledge is not collected, a mitzvah is postponed. It is a great idea to designate
someone to call up donors to ask them when they can pick up their pledges.

15. Who came to get paid, and got “paid back” all right?
(Gemara Sanhedrin 106a, Shabbos 64a)

16. It has never been easier to move to Eretz Yisroel. So
what are the most common excuses for people not
moving to Eretz Yisroel nowadays?

(Ohr Tzadikim 16, Torah Mi’Tzion)

17. How do we see that anger causes even a wise person
to become forgetful?

(Pesachim 66b)

18. Which person’s words will always come true?
(Kedushas Levi, Torah Mi’Tzion)

19. Why should a fundraiser not delay to collect all the
tzedakah pledges?

(Kli Yakar)
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?11. What was General Yiftach’s outrageous vow?
(Yalkut Shimoni Shoftim 68,The Little Midrash Says)

12. Why did Moshe insist that the Jewish soldiers go and
annihilate all the Midyanite men and women?

(Yalkut Reuveini)

13. When did a talmid nullilfy his Rebbi’s vow?
(Shemos Rabbah 43:5, Yalkut Shimoni Beracha 951)

14. Why were 2,000 cities of King Yanai destroyed?
(Bamidbar Rabah 22:1, Orach Chaim 156)
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!11. During a war against the wicked nation of Amon, General Yiftach made a
foolish vow. He said, “If Hashem delivers the enemy in my hand, when I

come home I will offer the first thing that comes out of my house as a korban to
Hashem.” Now that was a ridiculous promise. What if a donkey or any other ani-
mal that can’t be offered as a korban came out? Yiftach was punished; his own
daughter came out first. His family suffered much heartache due to that promise
that was not expressed properly. Some say he actually murdered her, while others
say she lived in solitude – single and lonely. Surprisingly, Chazal comment that
Yiftach was a genuine am ha’aretz, because he could have gone to a Chacham to
cancel his neder and spare her life!

12. Moshe demanded that the soldiers kill the Midyanite women since they
caused 24,000 men of Shevet Shimon to sin with immorality and idolatry.

13. Moshe Rabbeinu was titled “Ish HaElokim.” Why was he given this distin-
guished title as “Man of G-d”? Because he was uniquely privileged to annul

the vow of Hashem. After the sin of the Eigel, the Bnei Yisroel were in grave dan-
ger. Hashem had threatened to destroy them, since He said in the Torah, “I swore
that whoever worships avodah zarah will be destroyed.” Moshe pleaded, “Didn’t You
teach me the laws of Hafaras Nedarim (Cancellation of Vows)?” Hashem agreed.
Wrapping himself in his talis, Moshe took on the role of one who annuls vows,
and Hashem asked Moshe to absolve His oath. (See Melochim II, Chapter 6 that
Elisha was also reffered to by this outstanding title.)

14. Yanai HaMelech had 2,000 cities in which its citizens frequently made
vows. Although they kept their nedarim, it was wrong, since they used the

Name of Hashem too liberally. If they were punished harshly even while keeping
their promises, can you imagine what would happen to someone who doesn’t
keep his promises?
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25. The Zohar says that the wicked “heat up” their minds with bad thoughts
and those bad thoughts must be “purged” through the study of Torah. As

in kashrus, the Torah must enter the mind with the same degree of heat that the
impurity got in. It is therefore most meritorious that you sweat during your
learning and teaching of the Torah, or any mitzvah that you do.

26. A person should train himself not to speak worthless things. It is decreed
upon a person from birth how many words he will utter in his life. When

he speaks Torah, it increases his life, but if he speaks nonsense it robs away pre-
cious time from life! (It seems from here, that quieter people probably live
longer.)

27. A father or a husband can nullify a vow made on Shabbos; since they can
only cancel it the same day they hear it. But a Chacham-mumcheh (or

three ordinary men) can only cancel a vow on Shabbos if is directly related to
the enjoyment of that Shabbos.

28. Not only did no Jewish soldiers die in the battle against the large nation
of Midyan, not one sinned in action!

29. Moshe Rabbeinu wanted the tribes of Reuvein and Gad to lead the battle
against the Canaanim. Since they were not being burdened with their fam-

ily responsibilities, they would be better focused on the war. Also, the people of
Shevet Gad were legendary warriors. Their victims were quite recognizable since
they used to decapitate the enemy with their head and shoulders combined.

25. How does one purge impurities from his mind?
(Zohar HaKadosh Behaalosecha 153, Darash Moshe, See Kiddushin 30b)

26. When should we act like a mute?
(Gemara Chulin 89a, Torah Mi’Tzion)

27. Can a vow be cancelled by a father, a husband, or a
Rav-Mumcheh on Shabbos?

(Mishnah Shabbos 24:1)

28. Did any Jewish soldiers die in the battle against
Midyan?

(Yevamos 61a, Rabbeinu Bachyei, Ohr HaChaim)

29. Why did Moshe order the Shevatim of Gad, Reuvein and
half of Menashe to go before the Bnei Yisroel during war?

(Bechor Shor)
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!20. At the war against Sichon and Og, their soldiers were out in the field, so
there weren’t many home utensils in their booty. On the other hand, when

the Bnei Yisroel waged war against Midyan, the war was waged in their hometown.
The Bnei Yisroel were able to take home utensils, so they needed to know the laws
of kashering right then.

21. Since the Torah says we must appear clean before Hashem and the Jews, the
families that manufactured the ketores and lechem hapanim did not use

those similar ingredients for themselves, lest they be suspected of using hekdesh
for personal use.

22. Since Shevet Gad spoke up first about permission to stay outside of Eretz
Yisroel and they lived furthest from the Beis Hamikdash, they were exiled first.

They were followed by the other Shevatim who were far from the Beis Hamikdash.

23. Yair ben Menashe was such an outstanding tzadik, that he was equal to the
majority of the Sanhedrin!

24. In order that you not become guilty of inadvertently “stealing” tzedakah
funds, it is strongly recommended that you declare regarding any tzedakah

boxes that might be in your home, that: “they are bli neder the property of that
organization.” This would spare one the sin of theft if the money gets lost or sent
to a different organization.

20. Why didn’t the Jews need to learn the laws of kashering
the metal pots and pans after the war against Sichon and
Og, and they only learned these laws after the war
against Midyan?

(Ramban, Tur, Chasam Sofer,The Midrash Says)

21. How did the Garmu and Avitnas families avoid suspicion
of using hekdesh ingredients for their personal benefit?

(Yoma 38a)

22. Why were the shevatim of Gad and Reuvein the first
tribes to be exiled into this long galus?

(Vayikra Rabah 11:3)

23. Who was equal to most of the Sanhedrin?
(Chinuch, Bava Basra 121b)

24. What should you declare vis-à-vis tzedakah boxes kept
in your home?

(Derech Emunah)
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35. Moshe did not excuse Shevet Reuvein and Gad from the draft. He felt that
such a move would dishearten the spirit of the other Shevatim. They

might think that Reuvein and Gad were too scared to fight the Canaanim.

36. If you are cautious never to lie under any circumstances, an angel might
just appear in your dreams and reveal the future to you!

37. New utensils purchased from a goy need immersion in a mikvah to raise
their status to the holiness of the Jews. This is called tevilas keilim. If the

utensils were used for cooking, they also need to be boiled through haggalah. If
they were used for roasting, they need to be burned through libun. The rule is:
the same way they absorbed the treife, they will extract the treife!

38. If you dip a utensil upside-down in a mikvah, it is not a good immersion,
since the water can’t go in! The utensil must be tilted to allow the inner

air bubble to escape and the holy waters of the mikvah to touch the entire uten-
sil within and without.

39. If you get a smooth knife from a goy that was only used for cold, you
should jab it into hard earth in ten different places to purify it. Then you

dip it in the mikvah.

35. Why didn’t Moshe exempt the Shevatim of Reuvein
and Gad from fighting in the war of independence?

(Rashi, Ramban)

36. Which people will sometimes dream events that
will transpire in the future!?

(Orchos Tzadikim)

37. When are utensils that are bought from a goy
required to be immersed in a mikvah and kashered
(boiled)?

(Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 121, Orach Chaim )

38. How is it possible that a man dips a utensil into a
mikvah and it’s still not tahor (pure)?

(Mikvaos 10:1)

39. When must you jab a knife into hard earth ten
times in order to permit its usage for food?

(Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 121:7)
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!30. The Shevatim that remained outside of Eretz Yisroel did not see blessing
from their wealth. This was due to their misplaced priorities. They told

Moshe, “We need to build large places for our livestock and our children.” Since
they placed their first concern on their possessions, and then on their family,
they did not see lasting blessing from it. This shows us that no business takes
priority over the family!

31. Since vows endanger offspring, it’s wise to say “bli neder” by habit and not
cause harm to those who you love.

32. You may only use the Name of Hashem to enforce your vow if you are an
absolute Yarei Shomayim. It is customary never to use the Name of Hashem

in a vow lest it cause a Chillul Hashem.

33. Since 24,000 Jews died because of Midyan’s evil scheme, Moshe retaliated
with an army of precisely 24,000 soldiers to avenge their deaths! (As we

mentioned earlier, half were sent to battle and half to learn Torah and daven as a
merit for their victory.)

34. Chanah was childless for eighteen years. When she promised to Hashem
that the first child born to her would be fully devoted to serve in the

Mishkan and the service of Hashem, she gave birth to Shmuel HaNavi.
Subsequently she gave birth to more children.

30. Why didn’t the Shevatim of Reuvein, Gad and half of
Shevet Menashe see blessing from their wealth?

(Bamidbar Rabah 22:8)

31. Which two words can prevent the endangering of the
lives of one’s children?

(Gemara Nedarim, See Shabbos 32a)

32. Which people are the only ones who may vow using
the Name of Hashem?

(Bamidbar Rabah 22:1)

33. Why did Moshe select 24,000 soldiers to battle
against Midyan?

(Baal Haturim)

34. How did Chanah gain by vowing?
(Bamidbar Rabah 70:2, The Midrash Says)
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44. The Jewish people are commanded not to surround the enemy entirely.
They are to surround them on three sides and leave the fourth side open.

This would enable the enemy to flee! Why? This was to teach us compassion. It
also showed that our trust was in Hashem, and not in any military strategy.
Some say that this was actually a smart battle strategy. If the enemy sees that it
is locked in, it will use its every ounce of energy to save itself, but if it knows
that it has a possible way of escape, it won’t fight as hard. By the war against
Midyan, the Bnei Yisroel were told not to leave them any means of escape. They
must be completely destroyed.

45. The wicked Bilam, an archenemy of the Jews, was executed through all
four capital punishments of Beis Din! He was hanged over fire and decap-

itated, before he plunged to his death.

46. Torah study and Tefillah are our weapons. They are our best defense
system! They are compared to a sword in its power to cut away the enemy.

47. The Aron Kodesh with the broken Luchos was taken to wars against the
enemy. In the merit of the Torah that we accepted, Am Yisroel was pro-

tected. The Keruvim, the angelic figures with the symbolic faces of children,
were also a merit to save the Jews, because when children learn Torah, the merit
of their learning abolishes harmful decrees!

44. Why was the military policy of the Jewish army not
to lock in the enemy on all four sides, but rather, to
leave one side free for the enemy to escape?

(Sifri, Rambam Hilchos Melachim U’Milchamos 6:7, Ramban, Ridbaz)

45. Which method of execution did Beis Din use to kill
Bilam harasha?

(Sifri)

46. Which mitzvos are considered Am Yisroel’s ‘swords’?
(Rashi, Onkelos)

47. Which Aron Kodesh was taken to war to help the
Bnei Yisroel defeat the enemy?

(Sotah 43, Shalah)
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?40. From where do we see that true leaders care more for
the community than they do for themselves?

(Rashi, Sifri)

41. Why did the Shevatim of Reuvein and Gad possess
the most cattle?

(Sharei Aharon from Zohar, Torah Mi’Tzion 31:9)

42. Why did the Jewish soldiers not want to battle
Midyan?

(Rashi)

43. Which Shevet did not usually go to war, yet they did
battle against Midyan? Which Shevet did not wage
war against Midyan? Why?

(Imrei Shefer, Rashi)

334 Torah Show’s Questions & Riddles Matos

Q
ue

st
io

ns
&

R
id

dl
es

!40. A true leader cares more about the community than himself. We find this
by Moshe, the father of all leaders of Am Yisroel: He could have delayed the

war with Midyan many years to live longer, but he wanted Klal Yisroel to enter
Eretz Yisroel as soon as possible.

41. Shevet Gad loved the Mann more than any other shevet, and they didn’t eat
anything else! They therefore had more livestock, since they never slaugh-

tered any for meat. Reuvein’s livestock were also so numerous, since Yaakov
Avinu’s animals were extremely fruitful. They were so vigorous, that people used
to trade him slaves and maids in return for his superior quality sheep. Reuvein
inherited a double portion of those animals, since he was the bechor. Therefore,
they preferred more space to tend to their enormous flocks and herds.

42. The Jews did not want to battle Midyan since they knew Moshe’s death
would happen after the war. But Moshe encouraged them that life must

go on!

43. Shevet Levi went to war against Midyan, even though they normally didn’t
go to war. Shevet Shimon, however, did not go this time, since the sin of

that Shevet’s leader with Midyan would have turned out a kitrug (accusation)
against them.
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Today, it is you who is knocking on wealthy people’s doors for support. In Olam Haba
they will be knocking on your door to say, ‘Please speak up for me and testify that I
helped support Torah…’ ”)

53. Hurkinos cancelled the vow that forbade his son Eliezer from benefiting
from his wealth when he realized that his son became great thanks to the

Torah he learned from Raban Yochanan ben Zakai. Also Kalba-Savua humbly
cancelled his vow that forbade his daughter to have any benefit from his wealth
if she marries Akiva ben Yosef. He made this vow due to his lack of confidence
in that simple man being able to rise to be such a superstar, a Gadol HaDor. One
thing we can learn from this is never to underestimate our fellow Jew!

54. Three laymen may be used to nullify a vow. We see this in practice every
Erev Rosh Hashanah by Hataras Nedarim.

55. When one wants to cancel a vow affecting another person, he must do so
in the presence of that person.

56. The daughters of Tzelofchad cherished Eretz Yisroel and greatly desired
to own land there. On the contrary, the tribes of Gad and Reuvein didn’t

appreciate the land enough.

53. Which nedarim did Kalba-Savua and Hurkinos have
to nullify?

(Kesuvos 62a, )

54. How many people are needed nowadays to nullify a
vow?

(Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 228, 231)

55. Was Tzidkiyahu allowed to nullify the neder he once
made with Nevuchadnetzar?

(Nedarim 65a, Shulchan Aruch 228:20, Biur Ha’Gra)

56. How were the daughters of Tzelofchad in direct con-
trast to the tribes of Gad and Reuvein?

(Emes V’Emunah)

57. When is someone called a rasha even for keeping his
vow? (Torah Mi’Tzion)
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?48. When did the “wine of gentiles” become forbidden to
drink?

(Sanhedrin 106a, Pirkei D’Rabi Eliezer 47, Shabbos 17b, Daniel)

49. How did the Beis Din know which Midyanite women
were guilty of tempting Jews to sin?

(Yevamos 60b, Midrash Lekach Tov, Kli Yakar)

50. Why did the Jewish soldiers give a portion of their
booty to Shevet Levi? (Hemek Davar)

51. How is it possible that two youths dip identical vessels
into a mikvah, and only one of their vessels is tahor
(pure)? (See Yoreh Deah 120:14)

52. What should Beis Din do to someone who does not
pay his neder (pledge) to tzedakah organizations?

(Rosh Hashanah 6a, Baal Haturim, Hemek Davar )
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!48. Pinchas forbade drinking the wine of gentiles, since he saw the harm
caused by the Midyanite women who used wine to coax the men into

doing avodah zarah. Daniel later enforced this decree. Beis Shamai and Beis Hillel
also upheld this restriction.

49. The immoral Midyanite women were passed before the holy Tzitz or the
Aron Kodesh. Those who were guilty turned green and were then executed.

50. Shevet Levi is given various gifts in appreciation for their loyalty to
Hashem, which brings blessing to Am Yisroel. It is a good practice for sol-

diers and anyone else who is in danger to share their money with the Leviim
[Kollel members are considered Leviim in this regard], since this merit can help
save Am Yisroel from danger and worry!

51. If a boy and a girl, age twelve, dip utensils in a mikvah, only those of the
girl’s are tahor, because she is Bas Mitzvah. The boy is still a minor and is

therefore not believed to say that he immersed the utensils properly.

52. Beis Din can force one to keep his pledge to tzedakah. (I once heard a
chizuk from one of my kindhearted sponsors, a G-d fearing businessper-

son, when I was in Manhattan, fundraising for my Children’s Torah Center. This
generous gentleman, Carey Sutton, said: “Rabbi, nowadays things are backward.
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ordered their deaths because how would the soldiers know how to discern who
was guilty and who was relatively innocent. But now that they were in front of
Moshe he could weed out the guilty. He permitted the survivors to convert.
Those Midyanite women were not allowed to be yefei toar since that heter was
only permitted after Eretz Yisroel was conquered and divided.

63. In Sefer Bereishis (37:36) we are told how the Arabs bought Yosef and
sold him to Midyan, who sold him to Potifar in Egypt. Since Pinchas was

a descendant from Yosef (on his maternal side), it was fitting that he lead the
battle against Midyan to revenge the trouble they caused Yosef his ancestor.

62. Why did Moshe change his mind regarding the
Midyanite captives – first ordering their death, and
then, only killing those that the tzitz turned green?

(Sechel Tov, See Ohr HaChaim, Sifsei Chachomim)

63. Who punished the Midyanim for having sold Yosef
as a slave to Mitzrayim?

(Rashi)

A
ns

w
er

s&
F

ac
ts

&

?

338 Torah Show’s Questions & Riddles Matos

Q
ue

st
io

ns
&

R
id

dl
es

!57. It is wrong for someone to make frequent vows, even if he keeps them.

58. Talking devarim betailim (nonsense) shortens one’s life and talking Torah
lengthens it!

59. Dovid HaMelech used to make promises that he wouldn’t sleep at night
until he finishes certain mitzvos.

60. The Shevatim of Reuvein and Gad didn’t know that Eretz Yisroel would
stretch even for the cattle.

61. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi swore he would not leave Gan Eden. Hashem
said, “If he never broke a promise in his lifetime, then he won’t break his prom-

ise in his passing.” He was allowed to stay there alive.

62. Moshe ordered the Jewish army to kill all the people of Midyan in revenge
for their causing many Jews to sin with immorality and idolatry. The sol-

diers returned triumphantly, bringing some women captives with them. Moshe
was upset that they didn’t kill those who caused so many of the Bnei Yisroel to sin.
He made them pass before the tzitz, and the evil ones turned greenish and were
executed. The young ones were allowed to live. It could be that originally Moshe

58. Which words shorten a person’s life, and which
words lengthen a person’s life?

(Gra, Torah Mi’Tzion)

59. Which righteous king was a nadran (vower)?

(Rashi Mishlei )

60. Why didn’t Shevet Gad and Reuvein settle in Eretz
Yisroel? Surely, the land would have stretched to
accommodate their surplus of cattle!

(Torah Mi’Tzion)

61. What happened when the Angel-of-Death grabbed on
to Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi’s coat after he leaped
into Gan Eden and swore that he would not leave?

(Torah Mi’Tzion)
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?1. Where in the world, will Jewish people get rewarded
as if they fulfilled 52,963,200 mitzvos every day?

(Midrash Talpiyos quoting Sifri, Chareidim, See Ramban)

2. Where are the four nations that exiled the Jews hinted
to in the Torah?

(Zohar)
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"!h,tmnu h,gdh"

(“I worked on these questions,
and I found these answers!”)

1. It is an awesome mitzvah to settle in Eretz Yisroel. Being in Eretz Yisroel enables you
to do themitzvos associated with the land. In addition, the land is filled with kedushah,

since it is G-d’s capital on Earth, and it is parallel to the Yerushalayim shelMaalah. The Sifri
states that those who live in Eretz Yisroel will get rewarded as if they fulfilled all 613
mitzvos! The Midrash Talpiyos explains that the mitzvah is renewed each second.
According to this, you can multiply 613 by the 86,400 seconds in a 24-hour day,
and residents in Eretz Yisroel are considered as if they completed 52,963,200 mitzvos a
day! Wow! We must pray to be zocheh to live in Eretz Yisroel. How fortunate are those
who save up money to buy an apartment in Eretz Yisroel, the land of our forefathers.

2.The first four words of ParshasMasei are ElehMasei Bnei Yisroel. The roshei teivos (first
letters: E.M.B.Y.) of these words allude to the four exiles that the Jews have endured:

Edom (the present exile), Madai, Bavel, and Yavan. Although the parshah actually relates
the journey of Am Yisroel through the desert, it hints to their future journeys as well.
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6.Yosef HaTzadik’s righteous brothers justified his sale to the Arabs, and they
purchased shoes with their kidnapping money. This was very symbolic, since it

was due to that sale that their descendants would need many shoes to walk through
this long golus, which is a punishment for that old sin of Sinas Chinam. (I often think
of this when we are asked to take off our shoes at the airport security.)

7. The Torah tells us the exact date of Aharon HaKohein’s yahrzeit. It was the
first of Av. The reason the date of his death is publicized is to allude to the

tragic fact that the service in the Beis Hamikdash performed by his descendants,
the Kohanim, was stopped in Chodesh Av.

8. If someone kills accidentally, his Rebbi must move (or commute) to the city
of refuge to be able to teach him Torah. The man was guilty of unintentional

murder, and is thus not killed; if he would be separated from his Rebbi it would
be like his death! Also, it was the Rebbi’s responsibility to teach his student to be
sensitive to the safety and welfare of others. Now he must train him properly.

9. Elisha made many open miracles. One of those was when his shamosh was
worried of the approaching enemy of Aram. Elisha prayed that Hashem open

his eyes to see all the angels that surrounded them, who would fight for them if
necessary. Then he prayed that Hashem disorient the Aram enemies, so that they
not see or realize where they were. Then he made them follow him like a bunch
of zombies, as he led them into the Israeli army base in Shomron.

10. The Jews stayed camped at Har Sinai almost a year, but when it was time
to move on, they rushed away like a child running from school. This

attitude was something to be ashamed about. Our nation, which accepted the
Torah, should be the ones running to learn, not away from learning.

6. What did the Shevatim purchase with the money that
they received from selling Yosef Hatzadik?

(Sanhedrin 106a, Chidah)

7. When is Aharon HaKohein’s yahrzeit?
(He’emek Davar, Chidah)

8. Why must a Rebbi go to the city of refuge in the event
that his student killed someone accidentally?

(Rambam Hilchos Rotzeiach 7:1, Chidah, Darash Moshe, R’ Daniel Salem)

9. Who made the one who couldn’t see - see, and the
one’s who could see - not see?

(Melachim II 6:17)

10. How did the Jewish people travel away from Har Sinai?
(Shabbos 116a)
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?3. Why didn’t the Jewish people enter Eretz Yisroel right
after they left Mitzrayim?

(Tanchuma Beshalach)

4. Why was Adam Harishon expelled from Gan Eden?

(Bamidbar Rabah 23:13)

5. Why does the Torah have to mention each station that
the Jewish people camped in the desert?

(Bamidbar Rabah 23:1,2,3, Rashi quoting Rav Moshe HaDarshan,
Moreh Nevuchim 3:50, S’forno, Torah Mi’Tzion)
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!3. The Jews could have entered Eretz Yisroel, through a miracle, straight from
the Yam Suf, but they lacked sufficient merit. Interestingly, the forty-year

delay entering Eretz Yisroel was to their benefit. Hashem knew that if the Jews
entered Eretz Yisroel quickly, they would have started cultivating the land and
neglect the study of the Torah that He had just given them. He thus made them
tarry in the desert for forty years, so they could concentrate on the Torah. The
Jews were in a sort of Kollel under Moshe Rabbeinu! Also, when the nations resid-
ing in Eretz Yisroel had heard that the Jews were coming, they spitefully destroyed
the fruit trees and fields, and hid their valuables in the walls. Hashem therefore
let the land redevelop before the Jews arrived, so they shouldn’t see the beautiful
land in a state of destruction. In the end, many Jews complained about the desert
conditions, which were actually quite wonderful. Therefore, most of the Jews of
that generation did not merit seeing Eretz Yisroel.

4. Since Adam HaRishon caused death in the world as a result of his “inadver-
tently” eating from the Eitz HaDaas, (some say his wife Chava served him a

drink of that forbidden fruit) he was exiled from the comfort of Gan Eden - just
as an accidental murderer is exiled to a city of refuge!

5.Hashem enumerates the places the Jews traveled on their way to Eretz Yisroel
through the desert, as a father recalls to his beloved son the details of their

trip together. Hashem recalled the many miracles that protected the Jews and
eradicated their enemies, despite the disappointments they gave Him in return.
These trips were also a testament to the faith and devotion the Jews had for Moshe
Rabbeinu, following him as sheep follow a shepherd. Also, the places are men-
tioned lest someone doubt that the Jews were miraculously nourished in the hos-
tile conditions of the desert. The Torah records exactly where they were in the
desert wilderness, and they only survived due to the merciful Hand of Hashem.
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15. Hashem wanted the accidental murderer to get a sort of therapy and reha-
bilitation by being in the presence of Shevet Levi. Their positive example

would improve his social and spiritual behavior.

16. If one kills another inadvertently, he is punished with exile. It is possible
that the head of an educational organization sometimes has to expel a per-

son from the Yeshiva or school, thus causing the person’s spiritual death. In such
a case, they might need to be exiled (albeit in the form of fundraisers) to atone
for any “accidental murder.”

17. Eliyahu HaNavi frequently visited the Tanna, Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi.
But one time, after there was an attack by animals in which people were

killed, Eliyahu was upset, because he felt that the Tanna could have prevented
such a tragedy through his tefillah, so he didn’t visit as usual.

18. The greatest closeness to Hashem can best be reached in Eretz Yisroel. For
example, prophesy was received solely in Eretz Yisroel. Chazal even say,

“There is no Torah like the Torah of Eretz Yisroel!” The very oxygen of Eretz
Yisroel can make one smarter, holier, and more perfect.

19. The Torah doesn’t mention that Har Sinai was where we received the
Torah, because we are supposed to imagine that we are receiving the

Torah every single day. Matan Torah is not to be just an event in the past, but
rather a new, virtual acceptance every single day of our lives!

15. Why were the 48 cities of the Leviim also designated
as cities of refuge for accidental murderers?

(Chinuch, The Midrash Says)

16. Why does Hashem arrange it that so many Rabbis
must travel around the world soliciting money for
their Yeshivos and organizations?

(Rav Yaakov Galinski shlita)

17. Why did Eliyahu HaNavi once stop his frequent visits
to Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi?

(Gemara Makos 11a)

18. Can a Jew reach perfection outside of Eretz Yisroel?

(Torah Mi’Tzion, Hacham Ovadya Yosef shlita)

19. Why doesn’t the pasuk mentioning Midbar Sinai make
a point that it was there we received the Torah?

(Rashbam Devorim 11)
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!11. A young bochur who goes away from home to learn Torah will merit that
one day he or his son will merit the crown of Torah!

12. The daughters of Tzelafchad only wanted to marry someone from their
Shevet, Menashe, so that upon their deaths their inheritance of land should

not go over to a husband from a different Shevet. They did not get married all the
years the Bnei Yisroel were in the Midbar. Chazal praise them for being insistent
on only marrying someone very righteous.

13. There is a mitzvah to put up signs for the accidental murderers to find their
refuge city as quickly as possible. If the Torah is careful to guide a bad per-

son, how much more so does Hashem give signs for good people. In life we must
be alert for the Heaven-sent signs for our benefit. (By the way, I was impressed to
see at the entrance to one of the housing complexes in Lakewood a welcoming sign
whcih also posted the zemanim of Kenisas Shabbos and Krias Shema.)

14. The Kohein Gadol is “partially to blame” for an accidental death, since his
tefillos should have earned greater protection for Klal Yisroel. The con-

vict’s release was dependent on the Kohein Gadol’s death, in order that he always
have in mind to beseech Hashem for the safety of the Jewish people. Also, after
seeing that even the Kohein Gadol passed away and that life is so short, the angry
relatives of the victim would calm down, and it would be safe for the murderer
to leave the Ir Miklat.

11. What guarantee is there for one who travels to learn
Torah?

(Pesachim 86b, Kli Yakar)

12. Why did Tzelafchad’s daughters agree to marry only
righteous men from Shevet Menashe?

(Bava Basra 120a, See Taanis 30b)

13. When is there a mitzvah to put up signs?

(Gemara Makos 10a, Bamidbar Rabah 23:13)

14. Why would the death of the Kohein Gadol or the
Kohein Mashuach Milchamah release an accidental
murderer from staying in the city of refuge?

(Gemara Makos, Abarbenel, The Midrash Says)
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25. Hashem gave the Jews specifically the Land of Israel – a land coveted by
the nations throughout history – in order to show His might in remov-

ing our enemies from within it. [We pray that it will happen again today.]

26. Just as an accidental murderer is punished but not killed, since his heart
was not in his action, so, too, one is not rewarded as much if his heart is

not in his performance of a mitzvah.

27. Bavel, which is Iraq today, was once the center of Torah scholarship. The
citizens were well steeped in the laws of the Torah and fear of Heaven,

and from that country emanated most of the halachah that we have today. Who
doesn’t look at the Talmud Bavli as the source for Jewish practice? It was during
that golden period of golus that Chazal admonished everyone not to move away
from such a Makom Torah.

28. If you pass the area where miracles were wrought for your ancestors, you
must thank Hashem with a special berachah.

25. Why didn’t Hashem simply give the Jews a land that
the nations wouldn’t contest?

(Bamidbar Rabah 23:12)

26. What can we learn from the cities of refuge that
should make us do mitzvos better?

(Rabbeinu Bachyei)

27. Which city outside of Eretz Yisroel was so filled
with Torah that Chazal forbade leaving it [unless
you were going to Eretz Yisroel]?

(Kesuvos 111a)

28. What should you say if you’re traveling in the
desert on the path that our ancestors trod from
Egypt to Eretz Yisroel?

(Minchah Belulah, Berachos 54a)
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!20. Eretz Yisroel is the best place to live, but at the same time the most
demanding. The land does not tolerate sin, and its residents must be on

their best behavior constantly.

21. Even in Moshiach’s time, there will be a need for Arei Miklat. The era of
techiyas hameisim is after the era of Moshiach.

22. The wicked king Sancheriv banished people from their homelands in order
to humble them and suppress them. He moved the Ten-Shevatim to some

mysterious place and he put the Kusim in Eretz Yisroel. But since the Kusim wor-
shipped avodah zarah the land couldn’t tolerate them, and wild lions were sent to
attack them for their corrupt behavior.

23. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi was careful to visit sick people even if they were
contagious and quarantined. He cared so much for their lives, even disre-

garding his own wellbeing. For this sacrifice, he merited being spared from the
Angel of Death!

24. The Kohanim received thirteen of the forty-eight Levite cities for their fam-
ilies to settle in.

20. Which country is the best place to live, yet the most
demanding?

(Taam V’Daas)

21. Why will there need to be cities of refuge in the days
of Moshiach?

(Rambam Shemitah V’Yovel 13:31, See Chareidim 59)

22. Why did lions once come to the Land of Israel to
attack the Kusim?

(Kiddushin 75b)

23. Why was Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Levi able to enter Gan
Eden alive?

(Torah Mi’Tzion)

24. How many of the 48 Levite-cities did the Kohanim
settle within?

(Bamidbar Rabah 23:14)
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33. There is a debate if the relatives of a murder-victim are required to avenge
his death, or just permitted to do so.

34. In order to ensure that accidental murderers not leave Eretz Yisroel to reside
on the other side of the Yardein in a city of refuge, the cities outside Eretz

Yisroel would not officially give protection until the ones in Eretz Yisroel were estab-
lished fourteen years later. Also, Hashem said that the Kohein Gadol, Elazar, would
be alive at the time of the allotting of the land and it would have been depressing for
the accidental murderer to know that he could not leave for a long time.

35. Eretz Yisroel is too holy to have a killer roam its streets, so an accidental
murderer was confined to the city of refuge. Now, if the Kohein Gadol

dies, the relatives of the victim will calm down, as the saying goes, “misery likes
company”. When they realize the most honored and beloved man died, they
won’t want to kill the accidental murderer anymore.

36. There were many killers in Gilad, which is on the other side of the
Yardein, so they needed three cities of refuge there. Why were there so

many murderers? Perhaps, since the youth did not have their fathers at home
for fourteen years (since they had all gone to war), the youth were not disci-
plined enough, and they turned out to be dangerous people!

33. Is the relative of a victim of murder commanded to kill
the accidental murderer or only permitted to kill him?

(Mishnah Makos 2:7)

34. Why did Moshe’s cities of refuge not accept accidental
murderers before the Arei Miklat in Eretz Yisroel were
set up?

(Meshech Chochmah)

35. Why was the accidental murderer confined to one of
the cities of refuge for the rest of his life (or the rest
of the Kohein Gadol’s life)?

(Tzeror Hamor, Moreh Nevuchim 3:40)

36. Why did the two and a half tribes outside of Eretz
Yisroel need as many cities of refuge for accidental
killers as the nine and a half tribes living inside Eretz
Yisroel?

(Hoshea 6, Rashi, Gemara Makos 9b, Rabbi Shamshon Rafael Hirsch zt”l)
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!29. Yechezkel HaNavi did not want the Jews to become disheartened from
Nevuchadnetzar’s wicked decrees, when he ordered them to bow down to

his avodah zarah in the Dura Valley. There they could see the bones of those of
Shevet Efraim who had left Mitzrayim early. Yechezkel HaNavi brought those very
bones back to life. Some say that those “dead” members of Shevet Efraim even
remarried, and that Rabbi Yehuda ben Beseira descended from one such
reincarnated man! This act gave chizuk to the Jews in galus. It let them know that
Hashem would eventually revive their bodies and spirits in this long exile, as well.

30. When we reflect on the many travels of the Jews through the desert, we see
that Hashem was with them and was there to protect them. In this galus

too, He is here with us, and if we are faithful to His Torah, He will make many
miracles for us as well.

31. One of the Names of Hashem has forty-two letters. This symbolized that
Hashem is with us even when we’re in galus. Even at each stop in the galus

of the Midbar, Hashem was there with Am Yisroel.

32. The Canaanim were stooped in the worst levels of immorality, idolatry and
other impure ways. Their very existence endangered the body and soul of

the Jewish people, so they needed to be utterly destroyed. Also, the Land of Israel
could not bear such inhabitants, so Hashem commanded their extermination (or
expulsion).

29. Why did the Navi Yechezkel revive the dead of
Shevet Efraim in the Dura Valley during the days of
Nevuchadnetzar Harasha?

(Yechezkel 37:11)

30. What encouragement can we get when remembering
the Jewish people’s travels through the wilderness?

(Shaarei Aharon)

31. Why were there forty-two stops in the desert?

(Malbim quoting Mekubalim)

32. Why were the Bnei Yisroel commanded to annihilate
the Canaani nations living in Eretz Yisroel?

(Tzeror Hamor)
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42. Two Torah scholars were sent to escort the accidental murderer to the city
of refuge. They were needed in case a relative was chasing him, trying to

avenge the blood of his dead relative. The talmidei chachomim would be able to
calm his anger, as we know, “Talmidei Chachomim increase peace in the world.”

43. A “hater” is someone who doesn’t talk to another for three days out of con-
tempt. If such an individual accidentally killed the man he “hated”, he is

not exiled, since although it was an accident, he does not deserve the protection
of the cities of refuge.

44. Yoav, the general of Dovid HaMelech’s army, was an outstanding Talmid
Chochom and leader. However, he killed Avner, the general of Shaul

HaMelech’s army, to “avenge the blood” of his brother Asa’el (whom Avner
killed). Chazal explain that Dovid HaMelech a”h criticized Yoav’s act as murder,
since Avner only killed Asa’el in self defense, whereas Yoav killed Avner “to
remove the competition”! We see later that Yoav killed General Amasa since he
was jealous of his position as general of Judah. For this reason Dovid cursed Yoav
before his passing (see Melachim I 2:32).

45. Hashem wanted Shevet Levi to settle in forty-eight cities scattered through-
out Eretz Yisroel, so that this legion of Hashem could keep influencing

everyone with their devout dedication to Hashem and His Torah. The members
of Shevet Levi were the superior role models for our people.

42. Why were two talmidei chachomim sent to escort an
accidental murderer to the city of refuge?

(Makos 2:5)

43. Who is considered a “hater” and is not exiled if he
kills accidentally?

(Sanhedrin 3:5, Makos 2:3)

44. Why did Yoav kill Avner and Amasa?

(Shmuel II 3:27, Kadmoniyos HaYehudim quoted in Ishei HaTanach,
Sanhedrin 49a, see Makos 2:7)

45. Why did Hashem want Shevet Levi to be dispersed
among Am Yisroel in forty-eight cities?

(Shimush Talmidei Chachomim)
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!37. During the Jewish Nation’s journey through the desert the new moon could
not be sanctified, since the Jews were enveloped in the Clouds of Glory and

they could not see the sun or the moon all forty years. This demonstrated that Jews
are above nature and mazal.

38. The second Beis Hamikdashwas burned down almost two thousand years ago,
Rachmana litzlan. The date of the destruction was the year 70 in the secular

count and 3830 from Creation. (Some date it at 69 in the secular calendar / 3829 years
from Brias Haolam.) Many years before that, the ten Shevatim were sent into exile.

39. Hashem was upset that many Rabbis did not travel around teaching and
enforcing Torah in the days of the Shoftim. There was therefore a painful

battle in which 70,000 Jews died at Givas Binyomin (see Shoftim 20, 21:16).

40. Shmuel always carried his portable tent and accommodations with him as
he traveled around teaching the Jewish people. He always wanted to be

independent, not having to accept hospitality from anyone. This made Shmuel not
dependant on the people he came to reprove.

41. The Bnei Yisroel only moved about twenty times in the middle thirty-eight
years of their journey through the desert. Hashem did not inconvenience

them frequently.

37. Why couldn’t the Jews sanctify the new moon during
the forty years in the desert?

(Seder HaDoros)

38. How many years has it been since the Bnei Yisroel
went into this present exile?

(Galuyos Yisroel)

39. Why was Hashem upset at the Sanhedrin in the days of
the Shoftim?

(Tana D’bei Eliyahu 11:3)

40. Which Navi traveled to the various Jewish communities
to guide the Jewish people, always carrying with him his
own tent and necessities so as not to trouble anyone?

(Gemara Berachos 10b, Rashi)

41. How many moves did the Bnei Yisroel make during the
thirty-eight middle years?

(Rashi)
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50. Hashem pampered the Bnei Yisroel an their desert journey. They were
cleaned by the Ananei Hakavod, fed by the Mann, transported by the

clouds and given to drink from the refreshing Be’er. This teaches us that when
you follow Hashem, He takes care of you with miraculous ways, in proportion
to your faith.

51. The nations of the world lose their faith during times of crisis, whereas
Am Yisroel gets stronger when things look grim. Similarly, when all is

well in the countries around the world, people tend to forget to yearn for Eretz
Yisroel, their homeland, but when things look bleak, Am Yisroel again yearns for
their homeland.

52. The Jews suffered the exile from Eretz Yisroel on account of several sins.
Chazal mention various sins that were committed. To mention a few:

Chilul Shabbos, the desecration of the Shabbos; stopping the Tinokos Shel Bais
Raban from learning Torah with their schoolteachers; the lack of criticizing each
other, which is bad, since tochachah makes people behave better; disgracing
Torah scholars; not saying Shema morning and evening; the terrible sins of
immorality, murder and idolatry; the lack of Shemitah observance; the lack of
Torah discussion, and sinas chinum for fellow Yidden.

53. The Jewish camp in the midbar spanned an area of three parsah, which is
approximately twelve miles.

50. How did Hashem pamper the Jewish people in the
desert?

(Torah Mi’Tzion)

51. What did Chazal mean when they said that Eretz
Yisroel is acquired through suffering?

(Gemara Berachos 5a, Torah Mi’Tzion)

52. Why was Yerushalayim destroyed?
(See Sefer Goliyos Yisroel quoting the Gemara)

53. How must space did the camp of the Jewish people
take up in the Midbar?

(Yoma 75b)
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!46. Unfortunately, the mighty Jewish army did not finish the task of
eradicating the Canaanim from Eretz Yisroel. They rationalized that

they could leave some survivors in Israel because they were exhausted from
fighting. Oy, that caused galus sooner, and who knows if that lack of fulfilling
the commandment to remove them from Israel has caused this galus to
continue so very long. Even today, what a great percentage of Israel is not
Jewish, but Armenean, Catholic, Muslim, etc. The army should have known to
distance harmful influences. So much assimilation would have been prevented.

47. An accidental murderer may not return to his former high social position,
and he must decline any honors, reminding the people how sad he is that

he caused such a tragic death through his carelessness.

48. During the dreaded galus under King Nevuchadnetzar, the Jewish people
desperately needed some encouragement. So Hashem showed Yechezkel

the exact architecture of the final Beis Hamikdash. This was a source of chizuk to
Klal Yisroel that soon the Beis Hamikdash would be returned to its former glory,
and there would be peace in the world. May it be in our time!

49. A child’s clothes are made with hems that can be taken out as the child
grows. In the same way, Hashem gave Eretz Yisroel the potential to stretch

miraculously as the Bnei Yisroel need it.

46. Why were the Canaani nations not totally exterminated
or exiled?

(See The Family Midrash Says Shoftim, See Avos 1:7 )

47. What must an accidental murderer say if his friends
want to honor him or return him to his former high
position?

(Makos 2:8, Meiri)

48. Why did the Navi Yechezkel have a prophecy after
fourteen years in Galus Bavel, showing him the third
Beis Hamikdash?

(Yechezkel 40)

49. Does Eretz Yisroel still stretch to accommodate count-
less people?

(Torah Mi’Tzion)
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58. Nevuchadnetzar was a gentile king who was exiled in order to humble
his arrogance.

59. Daniel gave advice to King Nevuchadnetzar to give charity in order to
ward off the punishment of exile. His motive was to get funds for the

many poor Jews in Bavel at that time. He was punished for that advice, because
he should have simply prayed to Hashem, since all funds are His!

60. Yehonadav ben Reichav was an outstanding tzadik who did not want
his sons to get busy building homes and tending orchards, lest they

find no time to learn Torah, which is our prime purpose in this world. He
commanded his descendants to live in tents, which would afford them much
more time to devote to Torah study.

61. The pious daughters of Tzelafchad got married when they were old, but
miraculously they all had children.

62. You have to know some basic geography. The redemption of Klal Yisroel
from Mitzrayim started from Ramses, where the Bnei Yisroel had been

enslaved. The book Eleh Mas’ei from Rabbi Dan Schwartz beutifully illustrates
the basic geography that we should know.

58. Which arrogant non-Jewish king was exiled so that he
should become humble?

(Daniel 4:1)?

59. What advice did Daniel give Nevuchadnetzar in order
to postpone his punishment of exile?

(Daniel 4:23, Rav Ezra Atiah z’tl)

60. Which man did not want his descendants to make
homes, but rather requested that they sleep in tents?

(Bava Basra 91b, The Family Midrash Says on Melachim II)

61. Which women who were sisters gave birth, even
though they were older in years?

(Bava Basra 119b)

62. At which city in Mitzrayim did the Geulah start from?
(Eleh Mas’ei)
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Midbar had perished?

(Bava Basra 73b)

55. Were the Jews allowed to let the wicked Canaani
nations that were residing in Eretz Yisroel live if they
did teshuvah?

(Sotah 35b)

56. Which pesukim show us that television and other
detrimental media should not exist in the Jewish home
or heart?

(See pasuk 35:34, Chofetz Chaim, See Parshas Shelach 15:39,40)

57. How do we see that a “murderer’s prayer” can be
more powerful than even the prayer of the Kohein
Gadol?

(Makos 11a)
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!54. The Gemara relates Raba bar Bar-Chana’s amazing adventures and travels.
On one occasion, an Arab showed him the exact resting place of the

generation of the Midbar in the desert.

55. Before the war began, Yehoshua sent letters of peace to the Canaani nations
residing in Eretz Yisroel. Then they had a chance to do teshuvah. Rachav,

for instance, was allowed to live. After the war began, however, they were to be
eradicated.

56. The Torah says to distance the nations of Canaan from Israel lest they
become a negative influence upon us. They were outside the Jewish home,

and yet the Torah warns of their danger; how much more should we be careful
not to let such harm in the home via the media!

57. It is possible that the unintentional murderer might daven that the Kohein
Gadol should die, so he can leave the Ir Miklat. His tefilah might override

the tefilah of the Kohein Gadol’s for life! One cannot fathom the power of a sincere
prayer with a broken heart! The mothers of the Kohanim Gedolim tried to make
the accidental murderers’ stay comfortable, so they wouldn’t pray with such
intensity.
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69. Even though the land of Israel has been destroyed, it is still holy. It’s that
land that Hashem looks at most, and our Tefillos cannot go up to heaven

unless they first go to Israel, towards Yerushalayim and the Kodesh Kodashim, and
only then to the gates of heaven. May Hashem answer our prayers graciously and
quickly.

70. Elisha Hanavi sent Yonah to anoint Yehu as king of the Jews. His first
task was to eradicate the wicked family of Achav for their involvement

in idolatry. It showed that anyone who denied Hashem as the Giver of Life, did
not merit continuing to live.

71. Rabbi Chaim Volozhiner said that the final place in golus before
Moshiach’s arrival will be in America! For the most part, America seems

like a comfortable place to end galus.

69.Why do we aim our feet towards Eretz Yisroel every
time we daven the Shemoneh Esrei?

(Shalah)

70.Which king of the Jews was the valiant warrior who
destroyed all the worshipers of Baal, and he wiped
out the entire family of King Achav since they
committed avoda zara??

(Melachim II Chapter 10, Sanhedrin 102a)

71. Where will most Jews be in the final stage of galus?

(Rav Chaim Volozhiner z’tl)
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!63. The Mann came at Alush, which was a stop near Har Sinai (the shoresh of
the word Alush is similar to Lisha, which means “kneading bread”).

64. At Tzalmonah, the snakes attacked the Jews who complained about the
Mann.

65. When Aharon HaKohein died, the Clouds of Glory disappeared. Then
Amalek tried attacking the Jews. Many were frightened and fled backwards.

Shevet Levi had to go all the way back to get them from Moseiros.

66. Amalek attacked at Refidim and Etzyon-Gaver.

67. At Eisam, there were seventy palm trees under which the seventy zekinim
could teach. There were also twelve wells at which Am Yisroel could be

refreshed.

68. Before crossing the Yardein to enter Eretz Yisroel, when the Jews were in
Arvos Moav, they had to accept upon themselves the responsibility for the

spiritual welfare of one another.

(

In memory of our wonderful
Mother and Grandmother
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(

63. At which place in the Midbar did the Mann come
down?

(Eleh Mas’ei)

64. At which place in the Midbar did snakes attack? Why?
(Eleh Mas’ei)

65. Why did some Jews run back to Moseiros when they
got to Etzyon-Gaver?

(Eleh Mas’ei)

66. At which two places did Amalek attack?
(Eleh Mas’ei)

67. Where in the desert were there exactly seventy palms
and twelve wells for the Bnei Yisroel to enjoy?

(Eleh Mas’ei)

68. At which stop did the Bnei Yisroel accept arvus
(responsibility) for one another?

(Eleh Mas’ei)


