
פרק הה   משנה כאכא    לימוד לפום צערא אגראלפום צערא אגרא

ֶבּן ֵהא ֵהא אֹוֵמר, ֶבּן ֵהא ֵהא אֹוֵמר, ְלפּום ַצֲעָרא ַאְגָראְלפּום ַצֲעָרא ַאְגָרא::

The reward for a mitzvah is in proportion to the work exerted.

DAILY 
ACTIVITY

D-I-Y PUPPET SHOWS

Create your own adorable puppets with basic materials, then use them to Create your own adorable puppets with basic materials, then use them to 

act out a puppet show with a friend! Entertain your younger siblings while act out a puppet show with a friend! Entertain your younger siblings while 

imparting a valueable lesson about the worth of our efforts.imparting a valueable lesson about the worth of our efforts.
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I  often get discouraged when I try and try and don’t see results, but I 

remind myself that my efforts are worthwhile and precious to Hashem.

MORE PAIN, MORE GAIN

He was walking alone, reviewing his 

learning, when a man approached. 

“Rabbi,” he said, “would you like to buy 

a painting?” The artist gestured toward 

his nearby display, and pointed out a 

particular painting of a goose. “See this 

one?” he continued passionately. “This is 

my most expensive piece, since it is most 

detailed and realistic.” 

The rabbi looked at the price tag and 

said, “I don’t understand. A real goose 

costs a fraction of this price, and this 

painting only resembles the real thing!”

“It is self-understood,” explained the 

artist. “A painting’s price reflects the 

amount of time and effort invested in it; 

the more effort, the higher the price.”

The Rabbi continued on his way 

thoughtfully. When recounting the 

experience, he told his students, “If the 

value of a simple object is calculated like 

that, how much more so with רחניות! The 

more effort we invest, the harder we toil, 

the more reward we will earn.”

When a farmer calculates the value of his 

crop, he adds up the amount of bushels, 

and calculates how much he can sell them 

for.  There are hours of toil behind each 

bushel, time spent planting, weeding, and 

fertilizing, but he can’t charge for that. 

And if it doesn’t rain, or disease destroys 

his crop, he farmer is left with nothing, 

regardless of his sweat and toil. On this 

world, one is generally paid based on 

productivity, regardless of the effort. Only 

Hashem can accurately calculate every bit 

of offort expended and reward us for it. 

Often, we look around and notice another 

person’s devout תפילהתפילה, or his masterful self-

control, and we get discouraged: To him, it 

seems to come so easily, while I struggle 

so much to have כונהכונה / control my anger. I’ll 

never get up to his level, so why try?

This misha teaches us not to despair, 

because Hashem looks at our efforts, not 

at our accomplishments:  “לפום צערא אגראלפום צערא אגרא” 

- although to us it seems like we struggle 

and get nowhere, Hashem values the 

struggle itself and rewards us for it.

THE MOST PRECIOUS PLACE

When deciding on the location for His ביתבית  

המורי‘ He chose ,המקדשהמקדש המוריהר   the mountain  ,הר 

on which אבינו אבינואברהם   was prepared to אברהם 

sacrfice his son  יצחקיצחק. Wouldn’t it be more 

honorable to build the ביהמביהמ“קק on הר סיניהר סיני, the 

prominent mountain upon which the תורהתורה 

was given? By choosing ‘הר המוריהר המורי, , Hashem 

demonstrated that there is no greater 

attribute than overcoming struggle; there 

could be no better place for Hashem’s 

home than the mountain where  אברהם אבינואברהם אבינו 

overcame his most difficult challenge.

A HUNDRED TIMES THE VALUE

Chazal teach, ‘בצער שלא  ממאה  בצער  בצעראחד  שלא  ממאה  בצער   a - ’אחד 

 performed with difficulty is worth מצוהמצוה

100 times more than a מצוהמצוה performed 

with ease!  So instead of giving up on מצוותמצוות 

that present a huge challenge, or feeling 

discouraged when we try and don’t seem 

to succeed, remember how much Hashem 

cherishes our efforts, and how much we 

will be rewarded.  


