
This easy project will give you a handy place to keep your prayer book, a beautiful way to mark 
the direction of Yerushalayim, and a gentle reminder of where we belong.*

Cr at ve r fts
By Mayta

Even if you've never been to the Kosel Hama'aravi (the Western Wall, a remnant of the wall that surrounded the Bais 
Hamikdash) you probably know that it is the holiest place in the world. Hundreds of people from all over the world 

come there daily to pour out their hearts in prayer. Before they leave, many people write down their requests to 
Hashem on small pieces of paper and tuck them tightly into the crevices of the ancient wall, leaving their tefilos in 

this holy place near the Shechina (Divine Presence).**
Every Jewish home should have something on one wall in their house to indicate the direction of Yerushalayim. 

Make this useful and meaningful wall hanging for a wall in your home which is towards Yerushalyim. You can tuck 
your tefilos, in the form of a siddur or Tehillim, into a space between the "stones" of the Kosel.

READ ALL THE 
INSTRUCTIONS 
BEFORE YOU BEGIN.
Use the photos 
as guides.
Get help or permission 
from an adult for the 
cutting parts!

YOU WILL NEED:
A piece of Styrofoam 

that measures 8 1/2" by 
11" and is 2" in depth 
(You can buy it in a 
crafts shop or party 
goods store or get it 
from packaging for an 
appliance or toy.)

A pointy kitchen knife 
or an x-acto knife

A color copy of the 
picture of the Kosel 
which is on page 11

A pocket-sized/small 
siddur,Tehillim, or 
Mincha/Ma'ariv siddur

38" length of 2" wide 
ribbon or streamer

About 8 straight pins 
Glue or paste 
A pair of scissors 
A ruler
Optional: Small bird 

(pigeon-like), fake 
green leaves, scraps of 
paper

WHAT TO DO:
1. Use a kitchen knife to cut the Styrofoam 
sheet to size, if necessary. (Use your knife like 
a mini-saw.) This will be your base.

2. On your copy of the Kosel
picture, make an opening in 
the space between two stones
(line A-B). The size of the " ’ J
opening depends on the size
of the siddur you want to keep there. Mea- 
sure the height and thickness of your siddur 
and cut out a space around line A-B accord- 
ingly. (The opening in our
sample is for a pocket Tehillim 
and measures 3 V2' high and 
 wide.) Use your knife "י/2
to carefully make a slit and
then widen the opening with your scissors. 
NOTE: The left side of page 11 is the top of 
the picture.

3. Place your picture on top 
of your base. With a pen, 
using the opening you cut 
out of the picture as a guide, 
mark on the base where to 
cut the same size opening.
(The Kosel picture will be glued onto the base and 
the opening on the base has to be in the same 
place as on the picture.)

4. With your knife, make an 
opening in the base where 
you've marked it. Cut through 
the Styrofoam to the back and

remove the piece so that you 
can see through the base.
(You may have to use the 
edge of your ruler to push out 
the piece.) Place your pic- 
ture onto the base. Test the
opening to make sure your prayer 
book fits in comfortably and yet 
can be easily removed. (The easi- 
est way to do this is to put the 
spine of the book in first.) Adjust 
the opening if necessary. Then 
glue your picture in place.

5. Use straight pins to attach 
the ribbon or streamer around 
the sides of the base, or glue it 
in place. Start at the center of 
the bottom and work your way 
around. This covers the Styro- 
foam and gives your project a 
finished look.

6. Put some small folded-up pieces of paper 
into some other "cracks" (that means, slits 
that you make with the point of your knife) 
between the stones in your picture.

Stick in some small fake leaves where there 
is grass growing between the stones on the 
picture.

Add a little bird on top of the picture or 
(if the bird is small enough) in the "crevice" 
(which you hollow out with your knife) in the 
center. (There are always lots of pigeons by 
the Kosel.) ..

HANGING YOUR PICTURE:
Nail two small nails into the wall about 5"- 6" 

apart. Center the upper third of the base over the 
nails and push the back of the Styrofoam base onto 
the nails. This picture can also stand freely on a shelf 
or other surface. Now you have a very special storage 
space for your siddur or tehillim/

*If you are not inclined to make this project, and your home has no Yerushalayim reminder, you can frame the picture as is or write "Mizrach" 
nicely on a piece of paper and hang it on a wall towards Yerushalayim. **Some people feel that it is not proper or permitted to do this.




