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 'ח כתה
{Lesson #19} 

 הודאה
We thank You ְחנּו ָלְך,  מֹוִדים ַֽ ֲאנ   
that You are   ָּתה הּוא  ָׁשא 
Hashem [Master of all] 'ה 
our Hashem [Master of all strength who takes care of us] ֱאֹלֵקינּו 
and the Hashem of our forefathers  ,ינּו  ֵואֹלֵקי ֲאבֹוֵתַֽ
forever, ,ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד 
the Rock (strength) of our lives, ,ינּו ֵּיַֽ  צּור ח 
Shield of our salvation,  נּוָמֵגן ֵֽ ,ִיְׁשע   
You are from generation to generation. ָּתה הּוא  ְלדֹור ָודֹור .א   
We will thank You נֹוֶדה ְּלָך 
and we will tell over Your praise ר ָך ּוְנַסֵּפ  ְּתִהָּלֶתַֽ  
for our lives ינּו ֵּיַֽ ל ח   ע 
that are placed in Your hands ָך ַהְּמסּוִרים ְּבָיֶדַֽ  
and for our neshamos   ינּו ל ִנְׁשמֹוֵתַֽ ְוע   
that are entrusted to You ָלְך ַהְֵּפקּודֹות  
and for your miracles יָך ל ִנֶּסַֽ  ְוע 
that are with us every day נּו  ֶׁשְּבָכל יֹום ִעָּמַֽ
and for Your wonders יָך ל ִנְפְלאֹוֶתַֽ  ְוע 
and for Your favors יָך  ְוטֹובֹוֶתַֽ
that are at all times,  תֶׁשְּבָכל ,ע   
evening and morning and afternoon. ֵֶֶֽרב ֵַֽ ֶקר ֶע ִים, ָוב ַֽ ְוָצֳהָרַֽ   
[You are] the Good One ּטֹוב  ה 
for Your mercy never finishes, ,יָך ֲחֶמַֽ  ִּכי ל א ָכלּו ר 
and the Merciful One ֵחם ְמר   ְוה 
for Your kindness never ends, יָך ּמּו ֲחָסֶדַֽ ַֽ ,ִּכי ל א ת   
we have always put our hope in You. ינּו  ֵמעֹוָלם ָלְך.ִקִּוַֽ  
And for all of these,  ל ֻּכָּלם  ְוע 
it should be blessed ְך  ִיְתָּבר 
and it should be raised ְוִיְתרֹוַמם 
Your name, our King,  ,נּו ִׁשְמָך ְלֵּכַֽ מ   
always, forever and ever.  ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד ָּתִמיד.  
And all the living shall thank You forever,  ּוָך ִּיים יֹודַֽ ח  ל ה  ָלהְוכ  ֵֽ ,ּס   
and they will praise  ְללּו  ִויה 
Your name with truth, ֶּבֱאֶמת, ֶאת ִׁשְמָך  
the Almighty Hashem of our salvation [who saves us from all our troubles] נּו  ָהֵקל ְיׁשּוָעֵתַֽ
and our Help נּו ֵֽ ְזָרת   ְוע 
forever. ,ָלה  ֶסַֽ
You are the source of all בברכה ָּתה  ,  ָּברּוְך א 
Hashem [Master of All], ,'ה 
Your name is “The Good One”  ּטֹוב ִׁשְמָך  ה 
and  to You it is fitting to thank. ה ּוְלָך ְלהֹודֹות. ָנא   

For the order of this  ברכה and for where the מלאכים said it, see ידוע תדע below (due to lack of space here). 
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יָך  יָך ְוטֹובֹוֶתַֽ ל ִנְפְלאֹוֶתַֽ ערב ֶׁשְּבָכל ֵעת,ְוע 

 and for Your  –    וצהרים  ובקר 

wonders and for Your favors that 

are at all times,  in the evening 

and morning and afternoon. 

Once we say ,ֶׁשְּבָכל ֵעת - that 

Hashem does נסים ונפלאות at all 

times –  why is there a need to 

add ערב ובקר וצהרים?  Rav Elya 

Lopian explains that it is true; 

there is no reason to repeat what 

we just said.  The words  ערב ובקר

 are not a continuation to וצהרים

the words ועל נפלאותיך וטובותיך" 

" ֶׁשְּבָכל ֵעת . Rather, the words   ערב

 refer back to the  ובקר וצהרים

words ך""נודה לך ונספר תהלתי  – we 

thank and praise Hashem - in the 

morning, afternoon, and evening 

 for all the ,שחרית, מנחה, מעריב -

good that He does for us.           

 )טללי אורות בשם ר' אלי'(

In truth, for the most part, we are 

clueless of the constant miracles 

Hashem does for us. We have no 

idea of the myriad of miracles 

taking place in our body each 

moment! The world around us is 

full of miracles too, from the 

weather to the plants, to the food 

system, and so much more. We 

must know that we don’t know, 

and thank Hashem for all that 

only He alone knows about! The 

 tells us on the (נדה ל"א) גמרא 

לבדועושה נפלאות  :פסוק  – He 

makes wonders alone, that even 

the one who the miracle was 

done for is unaware of it. Only 

Hashem alone knows about most 

of the נסים He does for us. Thank 

You Hashem! 

 

 והמרחם רחמיך ,כי לא כלו  הטוב"

"חסדיךכי לא תמו   - the Good 

One - for Your mercy has never 

finished, and the Merciful One- 

for Your kindness never ends. 
 

It would seemingly make more 

sense to say,  כי לא כלו   הטוב

  רחמיךכי לא תמו  והמרחם חסדיך ,

. 

Why is it written the way we 

have it?   Rav Itzele Petersburg 

explains that by a human being, 

even when he has רחמנות and 

wants to do something good for 

someone, he has only a limited 

amount of רחמנות. He will be 

compassionate only up to a 

certain point.  In contrast, 

Hashem’s  מדה of רחמנות is 

infinite.  Therefore, we say 

 meaning Hashem Who is ,הטוב

good – כי לא כלו רחמיך –His 

 is infinite,  so that רחמנות

causes Him to always do good. 

 Also, even when a human 

being has רחמנות, his resources 

are limited, so he cannot 

always be as merciful as he 

wishes. For example, someone 

wants to help a very poor man. 

He gives as much as he can, but 

he simply does not have 

enough money to help him all 

the way.   In contrast, Hashem 

has unlimited resources.  So we 

say, והמרחם – Hashem, the One 

with mercy – כי לא תמו חסדיך – 

His resources are unlimited, so 

He can do as much good as His 

 .of mercy desires מדה
 

 )ספר הארת התפילה בשם ר' איצילה(

 

מודים אנחנו לך שאתה הוא ה' אלוקינו 

 We thank You that - ואלקי אבותינו...

You are Hashem our Hashem and 

the Hashem of our fathers… 

We begin by thanking Hashem for 

being our Hashem and the Hashem 

of our אבות. This relationship is the 

greatest favor Hashem did for us. It 

is exclusive, and no other nation 

shares such a connection.  

First, we thank Hashem for being 

our Hashem, on an individual level, 

with such hashgachah pratis. Then, 

we thank Him for being the Hashem 

of our fathers, with whom this 

relationship began. We thank 

Hashem for continuing that special 

relationship with us.   

We go on to thank Hashem for the 

many wonderful things He did and 

does for us constantly. This is very 

appropriately the longest ברכה in 

 There is so much for .שמונה עשרה

which to thank Hashem!  

When we thank Hashem, we must 

do so sincerely, and not with any 

other motives. Sometimes, we 

thank someone who did us a favor 

or gave us a present in the hope that 

by thanking him, he will do us 

another favor or give us another 

present. That is insincere. We must 

thank Hashem sincerely for the 

past, and then we can make a 

different, new request for the 

future. This is the meaning of the 

words   ֶּבֱאֶמתִויַהְללּו ֶאת ִׁשְמָך  - and 

they will praise Your name with 

truth.   Our thanks and praise to 

Hashem must be truthful and 

sincere.   (עולת תמיד) 

 

 

 

 

 



Rebbi Sheet Grade 8 Lesson 19 P a g e  | 3 

 

 

 

 The חזון איש said about himself that he invested more   עמלות  (toil) and חכ  in davening than he did in the most 

difficult and complex sugyos of ש"ס. During his davening, he would involve every fiber of his heart and soul, 

with tremendous concentration. Often, after he finished davening, he would collapse into a chair from sheer 

exhaustion.      )מעשה איש ח"ב עמוד קל"ח( 

 

 

 After one performs the עבודה of bringing קרבנות, he offers praise and thanks to Hashem, as the פסוק in תהלים 

 (מגילה יח.) .עבודה of ברכה follows the ברכה Therefore, this .עבודה tells us. Also, thanking Hashem is a form of (נ,כג)

When שלמה המלך wished to bring the  ארון into the קדש הקדשים, its gates would not open. He davened to 

Hashem and was finally answered [in the זכות of דוד his father]. At that point, he thanked and praised Hashem. 

The  מלאכי השרת immediately proclaimed:  (שבולי הלקט)         ברוך אתה ה'  הטוב שמך ולך נאה להודות   

== 

The Steipler Gaon )ברכות כז( quotes  a חידוש in הלכה from the רוקח and other ראשונים.  We know that if one does 

not have כוונה in the first ברכה of שמונה עשרה, he is not יוצא his entire שמונה עשרה.  However, these פוסקים hold 

that בדיעבד, if one has  כוונה by מודים it suffices.  So,  if  one sadly did not have כוונה for the first ברכה,  he can 

‘save the day’ by making sure to have כוונה by מודים. 

== 

The word מודים equals 100. This hints to the דין that we must make 100 ברכות each day, thanking Hashem. 

 

 One must bow his back  at the beginning of מודים  to the point that his spine can be seen visibly protruding from 

his back.  It is not enough to merely nod slightly.  The )'מ"ב )קכ"א ג writes to bow only  by the words  מודים אנחנו"

 .ה'   and to straighten up before saying , לך שאתה הוא "

At the end of this ברכה, we bow again, in the same manner we bowed at the first ברכה. 

== 

When the  חזן says מודים, the צבור says מודים דרבנן. Why suddenly over here do we say our own מודים, whereas 

before and after this ברכה we are OK with listening to the חזן?  The אבודרהם explains that when it comes to a 

servant thanking his master, like we are doing here, a שליח does not suffice. Sincere thanks and  acceptance of 

rulership must be done by each servant himself.       

However, do not outshout the חזן! The חזן must say the entire ברכה loud enough for at least 9 other people to 

hear. (עי' מ"ב קכ"ד, ס"ק מ"א)     

Regarding the correct way to bow at  מודים דרבנן, see the  שולחן ערוך in סי' קכ"ז, and the  מ"ב there. 

 
At each תפילה, think of something good - big or small -  that happened to you between this תפילה and the last 

one, and thank Hashem for it at מודים. This “exercise” will completely change your attitude in such a positive 

way!  

I thanked Hashem… Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

Shacharis       

Minchah       

 


