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'ח כתה
{Lesson #18} 

We now begin the last part of שמונה עשרה, called הודאה. 

In this ברכה, we beg Hashem to return the עבודה to the Beis Hamikdash, so Hashem’s greatness 

will once again be recognized by all of mankind. That will be the ultimate 'קדוש ה.  

 עבודה
Be pleased  ְרֵצה ,  
Hashem [Master of all]    'ה 
our Hashem [Master of all strength who takes care of us] ֱאֹלֵקינּו 
with Your nation the Yidden ְּבַעְּמָך ִיְׂשָרֵאל 
and with their tefillos, ּוִבְתִפָּלָתם,  
and return  ְוָהֵׁשב 
the service [of the  כהנים in the בית המקדש]  ָהֲעבֹוָדהֶאת  
to the Kodesh Kodoshim, ,ָך  ִלְדִביר ֵּביֶתֶֽ
and the korbanos of the Yidden ְוִאֵּׁשי ִיְׂשָרֵאל 
and their tefillos  ּוְתִפָּלָתם 
with love  ְּבַאֲהָבה 
accept ְתַקֵּבל 
with willingness, ,ְּבָרצֹון 
and it should be ּוְתִהי 
favorable always  ָּתִמיד ְלָרצֹון  
the service of the Yidden, Your nation. .ֲעבֹוַדת ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַעֶּמָך 
And let our eyes see יָנה ינּו  ְוֶתֱחֶזֶֽ ֵעיֵנֶֽ  
when You return ְּבׁשּוְבָך 
to Yerushalayim ְלִצּיֹון 
with mercy. .ְּבַרֲחִמים 
You are the source of all בברכה  ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה  ,
Hashem [Master of all], ,'ה 
Who returns ַהַּמֲחִזיר 
His שכינה to Yerushalayim. .ְׁשִכיָנתֹו ְלִצּיֹון 

עבודה  is followed by the תפילה  of בנותקר , as we see from the continuation of the  פסוק in 

  (מגילה יח.) .שמע קולינו of  ברכה follows the  ברכה Therefore, this .(נו, ז)  ישעיהו

When the Yidden built the משכן and the שכינה descended to rest there between the כרובים, 

the  מלאכי השרת immediately proclaimed:     (שבולי הלקט)  ברוך אתה ה'   המחזיר שכינתו לציון
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 יעלה ויבא
 

The  או"ח תפ"ז(       לבוש( 

explains why we 

insert יעלה ויבא 

specifically in the 

 This .רצה of ברכה

 contains the  ברכה

 asking Hashem תפילה

to bring back the 

בית  of the  עבודה

 and ר"ח On  .המקדש

 we bring special יו"ט

 so it is very ,קרבנות

appropriate to insert 

it here.  

==== 

 In יעלה ויבא we find 

eight different 

expressions of our 

remembrance before 

Hashem: יעלה  ויבא 

  .ויגיע...
 

The Vilna Gaon 

explains that there 

are seven רקיעים in 

 With each  . שמים

expression, we ask 

Hashem to raise our  

 to the next תפילות

 and finally ,רקיע

above the highest 

 כסא הכבוד to the ,רקיע

itself. 

Others explain that 

each word refers to a  

different important 

thing in Yiddishkeit, 

based on פסוקים used 

for those things. 

 

 (עי' עץ יוסף ועיון תפילה)

 

 and let our -  ותחזינה עינינו בשובך לציון ברחמים

eyes see when You return to Yerushalayim 

with mercy. 

Some  פסוקים imply that Hashem will bring the 

 ,משפט and return to Yerushalayim with  גאולה 

strict judgement. For example, the  ישעי'  פסוק(

תפדה" במשפט"ציון  ,says א' כ"ז(  will be ציון – 

redeemed with judgement.   

Other פסוקים imply that Hashem will redeem 

us with mercy. For example, the זכרי' א', ) פסוק

 ְּבַרֲחִמיםָלֵכן ֹּכה־ָאַמר ה' ַׁשְבִּתי ִלירּוָׁשַלִם  ,says (ט"ז

 Hashem said I will return to - ֵּביִתי ִיָּבֶנה ָּבּה

Yerushalayim with mercy, I will rebuild My 

House in it… 
 

The מפרשים explain that it all depends on us! 

The (סנהדרין צח.)  גמרא tells us that משיח will 

come in a generation that is either all 

innocent or all guilty. Obviously, if we are all 

guilty, we can expect the גאולה to be 

accompanied by משפט. And if we are all 

innocent, we can be sure that the גאולה will be 

with רחמים.   

We daven here that Hashem should return to 

  !רחמים with ציון 

We make the same request earlier, in the 

ִים ִעיְרָך  where we say ,ולירושלים of ברכה ְוִלירּוָׁשַלֶֽ

ָּתׁשּוב ְּבַרֲחִמים . 

In this manner, we can also explain why we 

say ועינינתחזינה ו ? How else can we see, if not 

with our eyes? The answer is that we are 

asking Hashem to protect our eyes in this 

world from seeing anything impure or 

inappropriate. If we guard our eyes from 

looking at improper sights, our eyes will be 

pure and worthy of seeing Hashem when He 

returns to ציון. However, eyes tainted by 

impure sights will be unable to see then. We 

daven to be worthy and innocent when משיח 

comes, and not chas v’shalom guilty. 

 (עי' עיון תפילה ועוד)

 

והשב את העבודה לדביר ביתך 

ואשי ישראל ותפלתם באהבה 

 and return the -  תקבל ברצון

service to the Kodesh 

Kodoshim  and the korbanos 

of the Yidden and their 

tefillos accept with love and 

with willingness. 

There is a מחלוקת amongst 

the מפרשים if we place the 

comma before or after the 

words ואשי ישראל.  The  טור  

 learns that the  (או"ח קכ)

comma is placed before 

those words, thus reading 

ואשי ישראל ותפלתם באהבה 

וןתקבל ברצ  – and the 

korbanos of the Yidden and 

their tefillos accept with love 

and with willingness. 

But we do not have קרבנות 

nowadays! How can we ask 

Hashem to accept our קרבנות 

with love? 

 There is a concept of ונשלמה 

 This means that .פרים שפתינו

when we say words of Torah 

or tefillah discussing קרבנות, 

it is as if we brought those 

 and we can reap the ,קרבנות

benefits of those קרבנות.   

Here, too, when we say 

 we are asking ,"ואשי ישראל..."

Hashem to give us the זכותים 

of the תקרבנו  that were 

brought in the time of the 

 as if we brought ,בית המקדש

them now when we are 

davening for them.   

 (Rav Matisyohu Salamon) 
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Rav Itzele Volozhiner once visited the Russian Czar to plead a cause on behalf of the Yidden.  The Czar took the 

opportunity to ask him something that was bothering him.  “I am familiar with the prayer that the Jews say on 

my behalf every Shabbos. (Today this תפילה is called  הנותן תשועה למלכים, and is said in shuls in England each שבת 

after leining on behalf of the Queen. Some shuls in the USA say this תפילה each week for the President.)   But 

how is it going to help me?  At the same time the Jews in Russia are praying on my behalf, the Jews in Germany 

are praying on behalf of the welfare of the German Kaiser, my archenemy. If so, what is the point of this prayer?” 

Rav Itzele answered him as follows. “The תפילה begins with the words "הנותן בים דרך ובמים עזה נתיבה" – The One 

Who puts a path in the ocean, and a road in the strong waters, should protect and strengthen the king… 

“Why does this תפילה use such an unusual example to describe Hashem’s greatness? It is teaching us a telling 

lesson. A sail-ship enters the ocean with the need to travel eastward. At the same time, another sail-ship enters 

the ocean with the need to travel westward. Somehow, they both manage to reach their destinations. Hashem 

allows each one’s sails the ability to direct the winds as it needs. He has the power to accommodate both of them 

simultaneously.  So too, concerning rulers of lands. It is not a contradiction for Hashem to protect and strengthen 

the Czar, and at the same time do so for the German Kaiser.  Hashem can allow both countries to prosper without 

in any way hindering the other.”   

We learn from this that we can and must daven to Hashem to help us in any situation, no matter how difficult or 

complicated it seems to be. No one should ever imagine that there is no point in davening because what he needs 

contradicts what someone greater than him needs. Hashem can prepare a solution that will accommodate 

everyone.                                                    (קונטרס ברומו של עולם( 

 

 
When the בית המקדש was standing, anyone who went there felt the presence of Hashem.  The        משנה

 Even though the aroma of all the burning (tells us that there were ten constant miracles there.  1    )אבות ה' ה'(

meat was so strong and delicious, no woman ever had a miscarriage from smelling it [and not being able to 

eat it].  2) No meat every spoiled.  3) No flies ever came there, even though there was so much blood and 

meat.  4) No כהן גדול ever became טמא on 5  .יום כפור)  The rain never put out the fire on the מזבח, though it 

was outdoors.  6)  The pillar of smoke rising up from the  מזבח always ascended in a perfectly straight column, 

no matter how powerfully the winds blew.  7) No פסול ever happened to the שתי הלחם ,קרבן עומר, or  לחם

 to bow down  עולה רגל There was enough room for the tremendous amount of people who were  (8  .הפנים

when they heard the 9  .שם המפורש) No snake or scorpion ever hurt someone in 10  .ירושלים) No one ever 

felt the need to complain that ירושלים was too crowded, even on יו"ט when there were millions of people 

there.  

 

 If one forgot יעלה ויבא on Rosh Chodesh or Chol Hamoed, he must go back and say it. The only exception is 

if he forgot it at מעריב of Rosh Chodesh (either night). Then, he does not go back. 

 

 
We all surely want our eyes to be worthy of seeing the coming of משיח and the return of the שכינה in the 

best way possible. Therefore, try to guard your eyes from seeing forbidden sights, such as people who are 

not dressed in a modest fashion. Do not look at magazines, books, billboards, or anything else that may have 

inappropriate content.   

 


