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 'ח כתה
{Lesson #17} 

 קבלת תפלה
The ברכה of שמע קולנו is the final ברכה of “בקשות” (the middle portion of שמונה עשרה), and 

is a general request that Hashem should accept all our תפילות. 

Listen to our voice  נּוְׁשַמע ֵֽ ,קֹול   

Hashem [Master of All],  'ה 

our Hashem [Master of all strength who takes care of us], ֱאֹלֵקינּו,  

pity and have mercy on us, ינּו ,חּוס ְוַרֵחם ָעֵלֵֽ  

and accept ל  ְוַקּב 

with mercy ְּבַרֲחִמים 

and with willingness ּוְבָרצֹון 

our tefillah, ,נּו  ֶאת ְּתִפָּלֵתֵֽ

Because [the Almighty] Hashem ֵקל ִּכי  

Who listens to ע  ׁשֹומ 

tefillos and supplications ְּתִפּלֹות ְוַתֲחנּוִנים 

You are, ,ָּתה  ָאֵֽ

And from before You יָך  ּוִמְּלָפֶנֵֽ

our King, ,נּו  ַמְלֵּכֵֽ

empty-handed יָקם  ר 

do not turn us away,  נּוַאל ֵֽ ,ְּתִׁשיב   

because You listen to  ַע  ִּכי ַאָּתה ׁשֹוֵמֵֽ

the tefillos of Your nation the Yidden  ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַעְּמָךְּתִפַּלת  

with mercy. ְּבַרֲחִמים.  

You are the source of all בברכה  ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה  ,

Hashem [Master of All], ,'ה 

Who listens to tefillah. .ַע ְּתִפָּלה  ׁשֹוֵמֵֽ
Once דוד המלך will arrive [and reign as king], there will be [a special level of] תפילה, as the פסוק in 

 (מגילה יח.) .את צמח דוד of ברכה follows the ברכה tells us.  Therefore, this (נו, ז) ישעיהו
 

When the Yidden in מצרים  cried out to Hashem from the throes of their pain and He heard them,   

the  מלאכי השרת  immediately proclaimed:     (שבולי הלקט)         ברוך אתה ה'  שומע תפילה 
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אתה ותחנוניםכי קל שומע תפילות   – 

because You are a Hashem Who 

listens to tefillos and supplications. 

 לשון explains the )דברים ג' כ"ג( רש"י 

of תחינה as a request for something 

we don’t deserve.  When we daven, 

we must keep in mind that Hashem 

owes us nothing. We ask of Him that 

even so, He should please give us 

what we need.  
  

At times, our tefillos are sincere, and 

although we may not be deserving, 

our sincere tefillos  alone can invoke 

some merit on our behalf. But at 

other times, we are not deserving in 

general, and our tefillos are said 

without כוונה too! Now we surely 

have no merit!  Even so, we beg 

Hashem to have mercy and help us.        

The ת אלקיםבי  )שער התפילה פ"ג(              

explains that this is why we say  שמע

 listen to our voices, and not – קולינו

תפלותינושמע   – listen to our tefillos. 

We are asking Hashem as follows: 

Even if we unfortunately did not 

have proper כוונה while we davened, 

so it cannot be considered a proper 

 still, we ask You Hashem to  ,תפילה

please listen to our voices – the 

words we said.   

  We ask Hashem to have mercy and 

accept our תפילות even if we were 

not מכוון properly. This shows 

Hashem’s great mercy to His 

children.  

Our job, of course, is to do it right, 

and try to daven with כוונה! Let’s not 

need to rely on this special רחמנות! 

(ספר פניני תפילה)  

. 

 

תפילות ותחנונים  שומעכי קל 

תפילת  שומעאתה...כי אתה 

 because -   ַעְּמָך ְּבַרֲחִמים

You are a Hashem Who 

listens to tefillos and 

supplications… Because 

You listen to the tefillos of 

Your nation the Yidden 

with mercy. 

Why do we repeat the fact 

that Hashem listens to  our 

    ?תפלות

When שלמה המלך built the  

 he asked ,בית המקדש

Hashem to please accept 

the תפילות of all the 

nations who come to pray 

there )'מלכים א' ח(.  This is 

the meaning of  כי קל

 We do not .שומע...

mention Yidden in this 

phrase, because it refers to 

anyone who prays.  Then, 

we add  כי אתה שומע תפילת

 that Hashem - עמך ישראל

listens to and accepts the 

 of the Yidden even תפילות

more readily, as it says in 

"כי ישמע ה'   : ,תהילים )קל"ז(

 Hashem  - אל קול תחנוני"

will listen to the voice of my 

entreaties.  

 This can also be a reason 

why we add  כי אתה שומע...

ְּבַרֲחִמים ַעְּמָך ְּתִפַּלת .  We ask 

that Hashem should have 

extra mercy when it comes 

to accepting our  תפילות. 

 

(ספר שירת דוד)  

 

 ...כי אתה שומע תפילתקולנושמע 

 Listen to our  – ַעְּמָך ִיְׂשָרֵאל

voice… Because You listen to the 

tefillos of Your nation the 

Yidden. 

We must use this special ברכה 

to daven to Hashem for all 

our needs.  There is nothing – 

big or small – which is not 

from Hashem. Therefore, we 

must daven to Him for each 

thing, such as success in 

Torah, our health, income, 

good friends, our safety, and 

so much more. We can have 

them all in mind here. 

Certainly, if something is not 

going well, we should daven 

to Hashem in this ברכה for a 

solution or salvation. 

Truthfully, even if things are 

going great and we are 

celebrating a simchah for 

instance, we must daven for 

Siyatta Dishmaya that 

nothing go wrong, and that 

we not slip in sin, as can 

happen when one is in an 

excited mood. 

When we daven for these 

things, we must think about 

what we are saying. A proper 

 is one said with proper תפילה

 This is as we say in !כוונה

Tehillim:  קראתיך ה' ממעמקים  

– From the depths I call to You 

Hashem, which means מעמקי 

 from the depths of our  - הלב

hearts – with כוונה. 
 

 (יערות דבש)
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 The Vilna Gaon said the following story about himself.  One ראש חודש during שחרית,  a פשט to a difficult 

passage in the  זוהר הקדוש popped into his mind. This passage had perplexed him for many years, and 

he was excited to finally have thought of an explanation.  He paused in the middle of נה עשרהשמו  to 

make sure the פשט was clear in his mind, and he then continued davening.  Strangely, after נה עשרהשמו , 

as hard as he tried, he could not recall the פשט at all.  During  נה עשרהשמומוסף ,  the same פשט popped 

back into his mind. This time, he did not stop to think about it. He forced himself to continue focusing 

on נה עשרהשמו .  Lo and behold,  after davening, he was able to remember the entire פשט!  We see how 

important it is to stay focused on the כוונה of the davening!                  (ספר אוצרות התפילה עמוד תקכ"ח)  

 

 

Rav Yehudah Tzadka states that if a person is careful to come to Shul on time and to begin davening  as 

soon as he arrives  (the same applies when he goes to בית המדרש to learn), he will get שכר for every step 

of the way to and from Shul. However, if he does not do so, he will not get this special שכר.  

(ספר אוצרות התפילה חלק א' שפ"ג)  

 

 
The ט("שולחן ערוך )ק  discusses what a person should do if he comes late to davening and cannot start 

 late if he will שמונה עשרה One thing is for sure: He is not allowed to start   .ציבור with the שמונה עשרה

not be finished on time to answer קדושה. It is worthwhile to see this halachah inside the שולחן ערוך, as 

it is very detailed. 

====== 

One can add his own tefillos during this  ברכה, requesting help in any matter. He can do so in any 

language  if he does not know how to say it well in לשון קודש.   By the other ברכות, he can add his own 

request related to that ברכה. For example, by רפאנו, he can ask Hashem to heal him or a relative from 

an illness, and by ברך עלינו, he can request help with his פרנסה.     However, the משנה ברורה suggests 

that it is best to save all added בקשות for אלקי נצור, after saying the first יהיו לרצון. This way, even if he 

prolongs his tefillos, he will be able to answer  קדיש and (עי' סי' קי"ט, וסי' קכ"ב, ס"ק ז') .קדושה 

 

 
➔ I was on time to davening today.  

➔ I began to daven as soon as I arrived in shul/Beis Medrash, or as soon as davening began. 

 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

Shacharis       

Minchah       

 


