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 'ז כתה
{Lesson #16} 

Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem, 'ָכה ָּבֵאִלם ה  ִמי ָכמ ֹֽ

who is like You ָכה  ִמי ָּכמ ֹֽ

adorned in holiness, ֶדׁש  ֶנְאָּדר ַּבּק ֹֽ

awesome in praise, performing wonders. ֶלא ֵׂשה ֶפֹֽ .נֹוָרא ְתִהֹּלת ע ֹֽ  

With a new song,  ִׁשיָרה ֲחָדָׁשה 

the redeemed ones [the Yidden] gave praise  ִׁשְּבחּו ְגאּוִלים 

to Your Name ְלִׁשְמָך 

at the seashore, ַעל ְׂשַפת ַהָּים 

all of them together ֻּכָּלם ַיַֹֽחד  

gave thanks [past] and declared You as King [present],  יכּו  הֹודּו ְוִהְמִלִֽ

and they said: ְוָאְמרּו:  

Hashem will reign forever and ever [future]. ה' ִיְמֹלְך ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד.  

Rock of the Yidden, צּור ִיְׂשָרֵאל 

arise to the aid of the Yidden,  ּוָמה ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְּבֶעְזַרתקִֽ  

And liberate ּוְפֵדה 

[Shevet]Yehudah and the [rest of the] Yidden as You said. ָך ְיהּוָדה ְוִיְׂשָרֵאל ִֽ .ִכְנֻאמ   

Our Redeemer, נּו ֲאֵלֹֽ  ּג 

Hashem of [Heavenly] Armies is His Name, ה' ְצָבאֹות ְׁשמֹו 

the Holy One of the Yidden. ְקדֹוׁש ִיְׂשָרֵאל.  

Hashem, You are the source of all ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה' ,ברכה 

Who redeemed the Yidden. ָּגַאל ִיְׂשָרֵאל.  

This translation has been mostly copied from the Metzudah siddur, with their kind permission. 
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...צּור ִיְׂשָרֵאל  – 

Rock of the 

Yidden… 

From צור ישראל 

through 

ברוך...גאל 

 we ,ישראל

mention ישראל  

five times.     

The ספר המנהיג 

writes that in 

  ,במדבר ח' ט'

the words  בני

 ,are ישראל

likewise, 

mentioned 

five times in 

one רש"י  .פסוק 

there, in the 

name of חז"ל, 

explains that 

by doing so, 

the פסוק is 

demonstrating 

Hashem’s love 

for us. We ask 

here, by  צור

 that in , ישראל

that זכות of 

Hashem’s 

great love for 

us,  we should 

merit the 

 We .גאולה

mention ישראל 

five times 

here; hinting 

to the five 

times it is 

mentioned in 

that פסוק. 

ספר הארת )

 (התפילה 

 

יכּו ְוָאְמרּו: ַחד ֻּכָּלם הֹודּו ְוִהְמִלִֽ ה' ִיְמֹלְך  ַיִֽ

 all of them together  - ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד

gave thanks and declared You as 

King, and they said: Hashem will 

reign forever and ever. 

Hashem’s kingship is evident when 

he inflicts punishment on the 

wicked. After Hashem drowned the 

Mitzriyim in such a spectacular way, 

His kingship was evident to all. The 

Yidden declared Hashem as King by 

announcing ה' ִיְמֹלְך ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד in the 

  .ים סוף they sang at the שירה

The מדרש connects the words ישיר  אז

 to ,שירה the first words of the ,משה

the words אזנכון כסאך מ  – Your 

throne is established from then 

 Hashem’s throne – His .(תהלים צ"ג )

kingship – is established when He 

displays strength, such as when 

punishing the wicked Mitzriyim at 

the  ים סוף . At that time, the Yidden 

sang the  שירה beginning with the 

word אז, and within which they 

declared   ָכה ָכה ָּבֵאִלם ה' ִמי ָּכמ ִֽ ִמי ָכמ ִֽ

ְאָּדר  ֶדׁשנ  ד             ְלעֹוָלם        and    ַּבּק ֹֽ ָוע   

ִיְמֹלְךה'  .   

The word שדוק  is also used in this 

context. When Hashem punishes 

ה' קדוש it causes a ,רשעים . Even 

when Hashem punishes tzaddikim 

for their slight infractions, it brings 

about a , 'קדוש ה, such as by the 

deaths of נדב and ואביה , where it says 

אקדשבקרובי   – I will become קדוש 

through my close ones. People take 

notice of the punishment and say, “If 

such is the punishment for the 

righteous, all the more so for the 

wicked.”   

The Vilna Gaon explains the name 

 הקדוש :in a similar way הקדוש ברוך הוא

refers to מדת הדין, while  ברוך הוא 

refers to מדת הרחמים. 

יכּוהֹודּו  ד: ְוָאְמרּו ְוִהְמִלֹֽ ה' ִיְמֹלְך ְלעֹוָלם ָוע   

At מעריב, too,  we mention   קריעת ים סוף and the שירה 

at this point. However, there  we say, ואמרו:  זה קלי ענו

 .ה' ימלוך לעולם ועד

Those words are based on the words in the שירה of  

ואנוהוקלי         זה .   The Yidden merited to see Hashem 

at the  ים סוף - a higher level than many נביאים - due 

to the extremely high level of אמונה they reached at 

this time. They  were able to point to the שכינה and 

declare זה   קלי- this is my Hashem.  

What they did with this  vision is an important lesson 

to us all:   They immediately declared ואנוהו.  

 teach us four meanings of this word 1. To build חז"ל  

an abode – the  בית המקדש- for Hashem (לשון נוה). 2. 

To discuss His praises (לשון נוי). 3.To perform  מצוות in 

a beautiful way  To emulate His noble .4 .(לשון נאה)  

ways  (לשון אני והוא). [Upon seeing Hashem, the 

Yidden desired to follow in His ways, much as 

someone who sees a great  צדיק  and is inspired to 

follow in his ways.]  

Whichever meaning it is, the lesson is the same. The 

Yidden merited an immeasurable inspiration by 

seeing Hashem, and they made use of the 

moment  to grow in their  'עבודת ה.  

Many people have special experiences in which they 

clearly see the  'יד ה in their lives, whether through a 

big  ברכה  or  chas v’shalom, a big צרה. However, 

instead of changing and becoming closer to Hashem, 

they simply say: “Wow! Amazing!” or “How tragic!”, 

and go back to their regular routines. They’ve lost a 

special opportunity. What a shame!  

This can be explained with a משל. A man is lost in the 

dark of a forest. Suddenly, there is a flash of 

lightning. Will he waste the moment to check his 

watch, or will he grab the bright moment to search 

for a way out of the dark?  

When we have an enlightening moment in our lives, 

let us be sure to grow from it, as our ancestors did at 

the ים סוף.  We can choose one of the four ways 

above, or we can choose to grow in our Torah 

learning. [Remember, the Yidden chose one of those 

four ways before מתן תורה.]       

 (Rav Zecharia Wiesenfeld) 
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The    שולחן ערוך   !is too big to be forgiven עבירה his ,חזרת הש"ץ writes that if a person talks during (קכ"ד ז')

How can we understand that?  

Almost four hundred years ago, the Jewish population of Eastern Europe was devastated by Cossack 

pogroms for two years (1648-49, commonly known as Tach V’Tat) and many thousands of Yidden were 

killed, רח"ל. The תוספות יו"ט, who lived in that era, had a dream in which he was told that the reason this 

calamity occurred was because people spoke during חזרת הש"ץ! 

Certainly, the seriousness of talking during חזרת הש"ץ is not as severe as certain עבירות חמורות. Yet, we 

don’t find such a harsh punishment by other עבירות. How can we explain this? The answer is that the 

problem is not just the seriousness of the עבירה, but something deeper. During those terrible years of 

pogroms, the Yidden undoubtedly flocked to their shuls and poured their hearts out to Hashem. 

However, Hashem rejected their  תפילות. “In the past, you ridiculed davening  by speaking regularly 

during חזרת הש"ץ. If you have no respect for davening when things are going well, then I will not accept 

your tefillos in a time of need!”  We learn from this that talking during חזרת הש"ץ is the height of 

negligence. By doing so, we are depriving ourselves of our most potent weapon of defense - תפילה - 

leaving ourselves defenseless ח"ו!          (Hearts Full of Faith, Artscroll) 

 

 
 

ה  ׁש  ָכה :ֻכָּלםְוָאְמרּו  ,ְלָך ָענּו ִׁשיָרה ְּבִׂשְמָחה ַרָּבה ּוְבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאלמ  ...ִמי ָכמ ִֽ   

The Yidden sang the full שירה with tremendous joy. But the word ֻכָּלם tells us that all the nations 

declared the words  ָכה ...ִמי ָכמ ִֽ  when they saw the utter defeat of Pharaoh and his army, and the 

complete destruction of all his idols. (מכילתא) 

== 

There are 12 words in the פסוק of ָכה  corresponding to the 12 splits Hashem miraculously made ,ִמי ָכמ ִֽ

in the ים סוף – one for each שבט. 

 
 

It is forbidden to interrupt between the end of this  ברכה and שמונה עשרה, even to answer  קדיש , 

One should not even pause needlessly between ending this .ברכו or ,קדושה ברכה    and beginning 

       .שמונה עשרה

There is a מחלקת if one can answer אמן to this ברכה at this point. There are various solutions given 

to deal with this, and one may notice that often the  חזן will end off the   ברכה  quietly to avoid the 

issue.  The only allowed interruption  is if one needs to put on  תפילין at this point. He  may do so, 

but without a ברכה. 

Some people take 3 steps back before beginning צור ישראל, in preparation for שמונה עשרה. Others 

take 3 steps back slightly earlier, before saying  ְְליֹון קל ְּתִהּלֹות ל ע   .  

 
 

I took 3 steps back in preparation for שמונה עשרה at one of the two points mentioned in the Halachah. 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

      

 


