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 'ה כתה
{Lesson #17} 

The 5th of the 5 הללוקה’s

This הללוקה is the climax of all the Hallelukahs. It is the נשמה, the 

essence of them all. We discuss here our praise of Hashem in His 

most holy place -   ְּבָקְדׁשֹוַהְללּו ֵקל  ! 

 

There are 13 mentions of ַהְללּו in this מזמור, corresponding to the 

 (יעב"ץ)  .Attributes of Mercy ,רחמים of מדות 13

 

Praise Hashem! ,ַהְללּוָקּה 

praise Hashem in His holy place,   ְּבָקְדׁשֹוַהְללּו ֵקל,  

praise Him in the heavens that show His strength.  יַע .ֻעּזֹוַהְלֽלּוהּו ִּבְרִקֽ  

Praise Him for His mighty deeds, ,ַהְלֽלּוהּו ִּבְגבּוֹרָתיו 

praise Him as befits His abundant greatness.  ֻּגְדלֹוַהְלֽלּוהּו ְּכֹרב.  

Praise Him with the blowing of the shofar, ,ַקע ׁשֹוָפר  ַהְלֽלּוהּו ְּבֵתֽ

praise Him with a harp and a violin. .ֶבל ְוִכּנֹור  ַהְלֽלּוהּו ְּבֵנֽ
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We know that there are many 

different types of music. There is 

music that makes people happy. 

There is music that is very stirring 

and can cause people to become 

very emotional, or even bring them 

to tears. There is sweet music, and 

there is music that can cause a 

person to tremble. Too much of any 

one kind is not good. If a person 

hears too much happy music, it can 

cause him to act wildly and with 

 silliness. Too much sad music ,הוללות

can cause a person to become 

depressed.  Because of this, the 

 דוד המלך explains that של"ה הקדוש

included all types of music in this 

 and the harp are נבל The .הללוקה

instruments that bring out 

happiness. The שופר brings out fear. 

[He explains]  תוף ומחול  as flutes 

which arouse sadness and 

mourning. The צלצלי שמע have 

sweet tones, and צלצלי תרועה have 

broken notes which humble a 

person and can arouse him to 

 .תשובה

 

Q. What is your favorite 

instrument?  Why? 

The power of  נגינה – 

song - is real and 

extremely powerful. 

When used properly, 

music and song have the 

power to uplift us in our   

 in the לוים The .עבודת ה'

 sang the בית המקדש

most beautiful שירה, 

and brought everyone 

present to greater levels 

of 'עבודת ה.  There were 

many gedolim of 

previous generations 

who would sing songs as 

a way of 'דביקות בה, 

connecting to Hashem. 

These great men had a 

deep understanding of 

the true power and 

effect of music. 

 

Q. [Food for thought] 

Why does music have 

such a powerful effect 

on our  נשמה? 

יַע ֻעּזֹו.ַהְללּו ֵקל ְּבָקְדׁשֹו, ַהְלֽלּוהּו  ִּבְרִקֽ  

-  Praise Hashem in His holy 

place, Praise Him in the 

heavens that show His 

strength. 

The יעב"ץ explains  these words 

differently than we saw in the 

Introduction above. He explains 

  to mean that ,"הללו קל בקדשו"

 must first be sung by the שירה

 and only ,בית המקדש in the לוים

then can it be   הללוהו ברקיע"

 say שמים   in  מלאכים  the  -  עוזו"

 From here we see the .שירה

power that we Yidden have. 

Hashem allows the  מלאכים to 

sing שירה to Him only after we 

sing our שירה  to Him. We find 

the same concept by .קדושה  Rav 

Chaim Volozhiner writes that 

the מלאכים in שמים can say 

 only after we say it. Isn’t קדושה

it amazing that we are the ones 

who arouse and allow the  

 and to say שירה to sing מלאכים

 This knowledge should !קדושה

bring us to a strong awareness 

of just how special our tefillos 

are! 

Q. Why did Hashem make it that the 

  need to wait for us to sing  מלאכים 

 ?קדושה or say שירה

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

____ 

 

Let us stop and think how lucky we are that we can praise Hashem. We can easily understand why we 

ask Hashem  for our personal needs. After all, He is the one who gives life, health, wealth etc. But one 

may ask, “Who am I to praise Hashem?” Yet, we find that even before we ask for our personal needs, 

we must say הפסוקי דזמר  , in which we praise Hashem. 

Perhaps the reason for this is that we must first recognize that everything comes from Hashem and 

that we put our full trust in Him. By praising Hashem and recognizing how great He is, we become 

elevated, and only then are we worthy enough to ask for our personal needs. 

Q. Why must we praise Hashem before we ask for our personal needs? 
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 One Pesach Seder night, a group of talmidim came to the home of their rebbi, Rav Shraga Feivel 

Mendlowitz, after midnight, as was their custom. They found him in a state of extreme ruchniyus 

and d’veikus (attachment) to Hashem. Once they settled in, he turned to a particularly musical 

talmid and asked him to sing a certain niggun. The bachur complied, but for some reason left 

out the concluding stanza. While the talmid sang, R’ Shraga Feivel sat quietly, his eyes closed in 

intense concentration. But as soon as the talmid finished, he instantly snapped to attention and 

called out, “You must have left something out. I sense that this niggun is arranged in ascending 

order of the Olamos  (the Spiritual worlds)  and I still do not feel that we have reached the Olam 

of Atzilus (the name of the highest spiritual world).”        Such is the depth and power of a true 

niggun! 

R’ Shraga Feivel used to explain that each of the instruments mentioned in the final Hallelukah, 

which is also the last perek of Tehilim,  arouses a different emotional response (as we learned 

above, in Inspiration 3). One instrument arouses tears, another happiness, and yet another 

encourages deep reflection. As a whole, the message is that a person must serve Hashem with 

every one of his emotions. 

 

 
Rav Shlomo Alkabetz, the composer of  לכה דודי, says that the reason why singing  calms a crying 

baby is because it reminds the baby of the שירה that the מלאכים sing in שמים, which his נשמה 

still remembers. 

 

 
The טור brings down that the reason we say the  פסוק of  "כל הנשמה תהלל קה הללוקה" twice is 

because it is the end of the פסוקי דזמרה. The ספר זרע יעקב explains that we repeat this last פסוק 

to show that we enjoy saying the praises of Hashem and it is not ח"ו a burden on us. 

 

 
On a separate paper, write of a time when you heard a beautiful tune or song, and it aroused in 

you feelings of closeness or yearning to Hashem, the Beis Hamikdash, Torah, or something else 

that is spiritual. Which niggun was it, and what hergeshim (feelings) did it bring out in you? 

 




