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 'ד כתה
{Lesson #20} 

For He spoke and it came to be, ִהי ֶֽ  ִּכי הּוא ָאַמר ַוּי 
He commanded and it stood.  ַוַּיֲעֹמד ִצָּוההּוא.  
For Hashem has chosen ִּכי ָבַחר ה' ְּבִצּיֹון ציון 
He desired it for His dwelling place. ִאָּוּה ְלמֹוָׁשב לֹו.  
For Hashem chose the house of Yaakov to be His,  ּה-לֹו יָ  ָּבַחרִּכי ַיֲעֹקב  
The Yidden for His treasure. ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְלְסֻגָּלתֹו.  
For Hashem will not cast off His nation ִּכי לֹא ִיֹּטׁש ה' ַעּמֹו 
and He will not abandon His inheritance. ְוַנֲחָלתֹו לֹא ַיֲעֹזב.  
And He, the Merciful One   ַרחּוםְוהּוא  
atones sin, and does not destroy. ְיַכֵּפר ָעֹון ְולֹא ַיְׁשִחית 
He frequently withdraws His anger ְוִהְרָּבה ְלָהִׁשיב ַאּפֹו 
and does not arouse His rage.  ֲחָמתֹוְולֹא ָיִעיר ָּכל.  
Hashem, save [us]!  'יָעהה הֹוִׁשִֽ  
the King will answer us on the day we call.  ְך ל  ֶֽ נּוַהּמ  ִֽ נּו ַיֲענ  .ְביֹום ָקְרֵאֶֽ  

 

This translation has been mostly copied from the Metzudah siddur, with their kind permission. 
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ר ָעֹון  ְוהּוא ַרחּום ְיַכּפ 

ְוִהְרָּבה ְולֹא ַיְׁשִחית, 

ְלָהִׁשיב ַאּפֹו, ְולֹא ָיִעיר 

 ,And He – ָּכל ֲחָמתֹו.

the Merciful One, 

atones iniquity, and 

does not destroy. He 

frequently withdraws 

His anger and does 

not arouse His rage. 

We ask Hashem, 

who is so merciful, 

that although we 

may have done 

 and are עבירות

deserving of 

punishment, He 

should not punish 

us in one big, 

painful blow. Even 

if He must punish 

us, He should mete 

out the punishment 

slowly, in 

“installments”, so 

that it will be easier 

for us to bear. This 

also allows us more 

time to do תשובה. 

 

( ץ יוסףעעי'  ) 

 

לא יטש ה' עמו, כי 

 - ונחלתו לא יעזב

Hashem will not cast 

off His nation, nor will 

He forsake His 

heritage. 

The  מזמור continues 

with Hashem’s 

guarantee that He 

will never forsake us 

in גלות. 

This  פסוק  is from 

דוד  ,and in it ,תהלים

 assures the  המלך

Yidden that while 

other nations may be 

forsaken and 

destroyed,  we  will 

continue to exist and 

flourish.  Other 

nations rise and fall, 

and some disappear 

entirely.  Some of the 

most powerful 

nations in history, 

such as  יון    ,בבל , or 

the Romans are non-

existent today. 

However, the Yidden 

will always be 

Hashem’s nation and 

He will always 

protect us from 

annihilation. 

 

 

 - כי יעקב בחר לו קה, ישראל לסגלתו.... 

For Hashem chose the house of Yaakov 

to be His, the Yidden for His treasure. 

The ספורנו explains that although בני 

 are beloved and special to ישראל

Hashem even while we are in גלות, our 

full potential will only be achieved 

when משיח comes.  While in גלות, we 

must remember that we are the 

Chosen Nation. This means that we 

must behave and act in a proper 

fashion, setting an inspiring example 

to all the other nations, and of course, 

to those Jews who are not yet 

religious. We must act in a manner 

that brings כבוד שמים. That includes 

how we talk, how we treat all other 

people, how we drive, how we deal in 

business, and so much more.   We 

represent Hashem always, 

everywhere. It is a huge privilege and 

a huge responsibility!  Indeed, we are 

charged with the mission of being a 

“light unto the nations.” Perhaps that 

is why so much of the world news 

centers around Yidden, way out of 

proportion to our actual numbers. 

(We are less than 1/5 of a percent of the 

world’s population!) Hashem made it 

such so that we should be known to 

the world and thereby properly 

influence others. 
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Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz would tell a story from his youth which demonstrates the amazing power of 

tefillah. In his hometown of Stutchin, there was an elderly Yid known as “der Ugeshriginer (the one who 

was saved by screams)”. How did he earn this interesting title? This man was once deathly ill, and the 

doctors gave up on saving his life. When his family members heard the terrible prognosis, they all 

gathered around his bed and began crying and begging Hashem with all their might to save his life. The 

man lay there, pale and motionless, his breathing labored, but they would not give up. They davened 

relentlessly, and suddenly he opened his eyes and came back to himself. This man lived for at least 

another fifteen years and was known as der Ugeshriginer. 

Such is the amazing power of tefillah! 

 

ל ְלְסגָֻּלתֹוּה -ִּכי יֲַעֹקב ָּבַחר לֹו יָ   ִיְׂשָרא   -  For Hashem chose the house of Yaakov to be His, the Yidden for His treasure. 

Before מתן תורה, Hashem told us that if we are willing to accept the Torah, He would give us three 

special gifts. We would be His עם סגולה – His treasured Nation , His ממלכת כהנים – His princely people, 

and His   גוי  קדוש  – His holy Nation. When we accepted the Torah, we received these fabulous gifts! 

What a tremendous privilege! We were chosen by the King of the entire world to receive these three 

prestigious positions!  And what an אחריות! We are the ambassadors of Hashem on this earth! Just like 

an ambassador of a country represents his king/president and nation in another country, we represent 

Hashem in this World! Our behavior and actions must be befitting of these important posts!  
 

 continued - תפילה על הסדר 

It is so important to daven פסוקי דזמרה and the entire davening in order, without skipping. Each part of 

davening effects a corresponding part of the universe.  If one davens in order, he helps the entire world 

function properly.  It is so important to do so, and one should come early to shul for this very reason!  

The Maggid – the מלאך who learned with the Beis Yosef – told him as follows: “Be careful to say the 

entire davening from the beginning until the end, and in the proper order. Do not skip even one word. 

The entire davening was established based on very deep concepts.  Do not be like those fools who skip 

parts of davening because they want to catch some extra sleep [so they come late to shul]. Woe to them 

that they cause so much harm to themselves and the entire world by withholding so much good from 

the world. When they skip or daven out of order, they cause disturbances and distortion to the proper 

functioning of the celestial conduits in Shamayim. Therefore, always arrive early to shul.”   

 

 
  Be Ready for Davening!  As soon as you walk into class, have your siddur open to מודה אני, sitting with 

 .completely prepared to daven to Hashem ,דרך ארץ

 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

I was fully prepared to daven 

before davening began 
      

 


