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 'ד כתה
{Lesson #17} 

Hashem, You are the source of all ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה', ברכה 

A mighty Hashem, a King Who is great in praises,  ֶלְך ָּגדֹול ,ַּבִּתְׁשָּבחֹותֵקל ֶמֶֽ  

A mighty Hashem to whom we give thanks,  ַההֹוָדאֹות,ֵקל  

Master of wonders,  ַהִּנְפָלאֹותֲאדֹון,  

who chooses songs of praise, ְּבִׁשיֵרי ִזְמָרה, ַהּבֹוֵחר  

a King, a mighty Hashem  .ֶלְך ֵקל ֵחי ָהעֹוָלִמים  ֶמֶֽ

who gives life to the worlds. .ֵחי ָהעֹוָלִמים 
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We know that it is אסור 

to interrupt between 

the end of פסוקי דזמרה 

and the beginning of 

 Why .ברכות קריאת שמע

is this so? After all, we 

completed פסוקי דזמרה 

when we concluded 

the  ברכה שלאחריה of 

 and we did not ,ישתבח

yet begin the  ברכות

 until we say קריאת שמע

the  ברכה of יוצר אור. 

These seem to be two 

distinct parts of 

davening. Why can’t 

we interrupt between 

them? The answer is 

that, in truth, they are 

very connected.  The 

entire purpose of  פסוקי

רהדזמ  is to lead into 

 and ברכות קריאת שמע

 through שמונה עשרה

praising Hashem and 

drawing close to Him. 

Any interruption would 

break that crucial 

momentum and 

introduction. 

Therefore, it is אסור to 

interrupt.  

 

 

ִזְמָרהַהּבֹוֵחר ְּבִׁשיֵרי    -  who 

chooses songs of praise. 

Rav Chaim Kanievsky 

writes that when we sing 

praises of Hashem, it can 

atone for our ותריעב .   

For example, we find 

that after דבורה הנביאה 

sang שירה, the Yidden 

were forgiven for their 

ותריעב  (עי' רש"י שופטים ו,י') .

Dovid Hamelech asked 

of Hashem that his  ספר

 which is ,תהילים

composed of  שירה, be 

considered as great as 

learning the  difficult 

parts of the תורה.  

After seeing what שירה 

can accomplish and how 

great it is considered, we 

can better understand 

the importance of  פסוקי

  which is full of ,דזמרה

 to Hashem.  And we שירה

can surely understand 

why Hashem is   ַהּבֹוֵחר

 why He ;ְּבִׁשיֵרי ִזְמָרה

chooses and appreciates 

our שירה to Him. 

 

 

 Who - גדול בתשבחות

is great in praises. 

As we explained by 

the ברכה of  ברוך

 when we ,שאמר

praise humans, there 

is a limit. Someone 

can be smart or tall or 

strong or kindhearted 

or generous or calm 

or pleasant. But it is 

uncommon for any 

one person to have all 

those positive 

attributes, plus more. 

However, this is not 

the case when it 

comes to praising 

Hashem. His praises 

are infinite. If we 

think about all that 

He does for us and all 

His powers, we 

realize that as much 

as we praise Him, we 

have not come close 

to His true praises.  

He is greater than any 

possible praise we 

could ever describe – 

 .גדול בתשבחות
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Mr. Thomas was reading the headlines of the Washington Post, and he simply couldn’t believe his eyes. 

Yesterday, he had seen the man the article was about, but just walked right by him. “How foolish could 

I have been?”, Mr. Thomas berated himself.   

You see, the article told the story of a man who sat in a busy subway station in Washington D.C  for a 

few hours and played music on his violin. Passengers hustled in all directions, but almost none stopped 

to listen or pay him any attention. People were simply in too big of a hurry to enjoy the music. But had 

they stopped for just a moment, they may have realized that this was something out of the ordinary. 

The music was a most intricate composition, the instrument was the very best, and the man was the 

world-famous violinist, Joshua Bell. His concerts were sell-outs, with tickets selling at $200 each.  

Mr. Bell was hired by the Washington Post to conduct an experiment. He was to dress up like a simple 

man, sit in the train station during rush-hour one day, and play beautiful music. It was a test to see if 

people would pay attention, or just race by. And, by and large, the test revealed that people are often 

in too big of a hurry to appreciate the beauty that surrounds them.  

Rabbosai, we have before us a most beautiful tool – our siddur. We can use it to connect to Hashem in 

such a meaningful way. But all too often, we are in such a hurry. We race into shul, we race out of shul, 

and in between, we race through davening. What a shame! We are no smarter than the people in the 

train station who raced right by such a wonderful opportunity. And we will feel no less foolish and 

shamed than Mr. Thomas when we read about our lives in the newspaper in שמים. 

Let us stop, focus, and make the most use we can of the beautiful siddur before us and the valuable 

tefillos it contains. 

 

 We see that ישתבח ends with a ברוך. But why doesn’t  it also begin with  ברוך,  like most ברכות do?  

The answer is  [as we mentioned in Lesson 1] , that ברוך שאמר is the opening ברכה on the entire  פסוקי

   a – ברכה הסמוכה לחברתה is considered a   ישתבח ,Therefore .ברכה is the concluding  ישתבח and ,דזמרה

 does not need ברכה Such a  .ברוך שאמר   of   ברכה in this case,  the – ברכה which is next to another   ברכה

to begin with ברוך  because the  ברוך  of the first ברכה works for it also. Although the two ברכות are 

separated by the entire פסוקי דזמרה, they are considered “next to each other” because the entire  פסוקי

 is one long and beautiful song of Hashem’s praises, which is the very same thing that the two דזמרה

 !discuss ברכות

 

 
Generally, if one completes a ברכה at the same time someone else completes the same ברכה, 

he does not answer אמן. But  ישתבח  is an exception. If one ends ישתבח at the same time as 

the חזן, he answers אמן. [The ברכה of השכיבנו at מעריב is another such exception.] 

 

 
 

I was careful not to interrupt between חבישת  
and קדיש/ כובר . 

Sun Mon  Tues Wed Thur Fri 

       

 


