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 'גכתה 
{Lesson #19} 

 שלום

We ask Hashem for true peace. 
 

Place peace ִׂשים  ָׁשלֹום 
goodness  טֹוָבה 
and blessing ּוְבָרָכה 
favor and kindness ֶסד  ֵחן  ָוֶחֶֽ
and mercy ,ְוַרֲחִמים 
upon us,  ינּו  ָעֵלֶֽ
and on all of the Yidden Your nation. ָך .ְוַעל ָּכל ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַעֶּמֶֽ  
Our Father, bless us -  ,ינּו נּו ָאִבֵֽ ֵֽ  ָּבְרכ 
all of us like one -  נּו ְּכֶאָחד  ֻּכָּלֵֽ
with the light of Your face  ,יָך  ְּבאֹור ָּפֶנֵֽ
because ִּכי 
with the light of Your face יָך  ְבאֹור ָּפֶנֶֽ
You gave to us ,נּו ָּת ָּלֶֽ  ָנַתֶֽ
Hashem, our Hashem, ,ה' ֱאֹלֵקינּו 
The Torah of life  ּתֹוַרת  ַחִּיים 
and a love for kindness (or loving kindness) ,ֶסד ֲהַבת ֶחֶֽ  ְוַאֶֽ
and righteousness  ּוְצָדָקה 
and blessing ּוְבָרָכה 
and mercy, and life, and peace. ְוַרֲחִמים ְוַחִּיים ְוָׁשלֹום.  
And it is good ְוטֹוב 
in Your eyes יָך יֶנֵֽ  ְבע 
to bless ְך  ְלָבר 
Your nation the Yidden ל  ֶאת ַעְּמָך ִיְׂשָרא 
at all times  ְּבָכל  ֵעת 
and at every hour ּוְבָכל  ָׁשָעה 
with Your peace. ָך   .ִּבְׁשלֹוֶמֶֽ
Hashem, You are the source of all ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה  ה' ברכה 
The One who blesses  ְך  ַהְמָבר 
His nation the Yidden ל  ֶאת ַעּמֹו ִיְׂשָרא 
with peace. .ַּבָּׁשלֹום 
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וטוב בעיניך לברך את עמך 

יךישראל... בשלומ  – and 

may it be good in Your 

eyes to bless Your nation 

the Yidden…. with Your 

peace. 

What does “Your peace” 

mean? 

The רינת חיים explains that 

we are not simply asking 

that there be no war. We 

are asking Hashem for 

true peace.  Hashem’s 

name is "שלום" , and we 

ask Him to bless us with 

the שלום of His name. This 

is only possible when we 

all serve Hashem with one 

goal – for His honor, with 

no other motives in mind. 

When a person is 

concerned about his own 

success, feelings of 

competition and jealousy 

are natural 

consequences, and they 

are contradictions to 

peace. But when a 

person’s sole concern is 

service of Hashem, he 

remains happy and at 

peace, since he welcomes 

all others as they join him 

in his goal of serving 

Hashem. 

 

באור  כולנו כאחדברכנו אבינו 

 - Our Father, bless us  – פניך

all of us like one - with the 

light (smile) of Your face. 

When we say the words 

 we should ,"כולנו כאחד",

have in mind the מצוה of 

 We are .ואהבת לרעך כמוך

asking to be on the level of 

the Yidden at כאיש   - הר סיני

 like one man ,אחד בלב אחד

with one heart. Being that 

we just asked for peace 

between ourselves and the 

rest of כלל ישראל, we now 

feel like one single child of 

Hashem; one soul full of 

love, free of any jealousy or 

hatred. Only when we are all 

on this high level of peace 

does Hashem treat us like a 

father of an only child – with 

undivided love - just as He 

did at הר סיני. There, He gave 

us the Torah - His greatest 

treasure - together with the 

good מדות that come along 

with it. When Hashem shone 

His smile on us at הר סיני, the 

דותמ  of צדקה ,חסד, and the 

others mentioned here, 

became part of us. We ask 

Hashem to continue to shine 

His smile and its related מדות 

on us, as He did at הר סיני. 

 

 Place – שים שלום...

peace… 

 We ask Hashem to 

establish peace in our 

lives. There is no greater 

 .than that of peace  ברכה

We begin קריאת שמע ברכות  

with the words  עושה שלום

 ,Hashem – ובורא את הכל

who makes peace and 

creates everything. In 

other words, peace is 

equal to all else. Similarly, 

the  פסוק  ( ו'ויקרא, כ"ו, ) tells 

us that if we serve Hashem 

properly, He will bless us 

with many things, 

amongst them peace. 

Rashi explains: Though 

one may have many 

blessings, if there is no 

peace, they are all 

worthless.   

We daven for peace within 

ourselves, our families, 

our classrooms, our 

yeshivos, our 

communities, and 

throughout the world. 

We daven that there 

should be no jealousy or 

hatred amongst any 

Yidden, and that we and all 

the Yidden can fulfill 

 .perfectly ואהבת לרעך כמוך
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 Rav Yaakov Tefilinsky was a great tzaddik who lived in the Batei Brody neighborhood of 

Yerushalayim. One Simchas Torah, he received the עליה of כל הנערים. All the children came under 

the טלית with their fathers, listening to the עליה and saying along the ברכות and המלאך הגואל. 

After the עליה, the  מנהג in that shul was that all the children would wait on line to get a candy 

and a ברכה from the one who got the עליה of כל הנערים. While R’ Yaakov was giving out the 

candies and bentching the children, he noticed a man observing the children getting ברכות, but 

looking very sad. It bothered R’ Yaakov that the man was so sad. He remembered that the man 

was married for a few years but didn’t have any children. R’ Yaakov felt the man’s pain, and could 

no longer continue giving out candies and ברכות to the children on line. He had to think of a way 

to cheer up the man before he could continue. He went over to the man, handed him a candy, 

and said, “Accept this candy with simchah. That will be a סגולה and a זכות that next year you’ll 

come under the טלית with your own children.” R’ Yaakov bentched the man with his full heart, 

and davened for him, too. Sure enough, the following year, the man was there with his own 

children for כל הנערים. Miraculously, the man and his wife gave birth to twins within the year!   

They were the only children he ever had.  

We see from here the power of serving Hashem while caring and being בשלום with others, and 

the power of a ברכה and tefillos recited with a full heart!  

 The word שלום can also mean “complete - שלם.”  The way to have peace is for each of us to 
be a complete person who is happy with what Hashem gives him. Then, we are a suitable 
vessel to accept all the  ברכות from Hashem. However, a person who is not happy with his lot  
is compared to a broken vessel that can’t hold any blessing. He also has a harder time being 
pleasant to others. The happier a person is with himself, the more pleasant he can be to others. 

 Even after we finish the last ברכה of  עשרהשמונה , we are still standing before Hashem. We 
may not talk or even answer אמן, except to the ברכות of הקל הקדוש and שומע תפלה. We can 
also answer ברכו and the main parts of  קדיש and קדושה . However, it is preferable to say  יהיו"
)       .before answering any of  above לרצון" ג-משנ"ב סי' קכ"ב ס"ק ב ) 

 

 Be careful not to interrupt during  עשרהשמונה . Remember, you are standing before Hashem! 
Even motioning to your friend is not allowed. Picture yourself standing before a human king. 
How would you behave? Act likewise (at least) when standing before Hashem, the King of all 
kings.  
 Even when you complete   עשרהשמונה , only interrupt as permitted in the “הלכה” above. 


