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 'גכתה 
{Lesson #17} 

 עבודה

 

We daven that Hashem should return the עבודה to the בית המקדש. 

 
Be Pleased, Hashem our Hashem, ,ְרֵצה, ה'   ֱאֹלֵקינּו 

with Your nation the Yidden ְּבַעְּמָך ִיְׂשָרֵאל 

and their tefillos, ּוִבְתִפָּלָתם,  

and return  ְוָהֵׁשב 

the service [of the   כהנים in the בית המקדש] ֶאת ָהֲעבֹוָדה 

to the Kodesh Kodoshim, ,ָך  ִלְדִביר ֵּביֶתֶֽ

and the korbanos  of the Yidden ְוִאֵּׁשי ִיְׂשָרֵאל 

and their tefillos  ּוְתִפָּלָתם 

with love  ְּבַאֲהָבה 

accept ְתַקֵּבל 

with willingness, ,ְּבָרצֹון 

and it should be ּוְתִהי 

favorable ְלָרצֹון 

always ָּתִמיד 

the service of the Yidden, Your nation. .ֲעבֹוַדת ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַעֶּמָך 

And let our eyes see  ינּו יָנה ֵעיֵנֶֽ  ְוֶתֱחֶזֶֽ

when You return ְּבׁשּוְבָך 

to Yerushalayim .ְלִצּיֹון 

with mercy. ְּבַרֲחִמים.  

Hashem, You are the source of all ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה  ה', ,ברכה 

One who returns ַהַּמֲחִזיר 

His שכינה to Yerushalayim. .ְׁשִכיָנתֹו ְלִצּיֹון 
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ותחזינה עינינו בשובך 

 And let our - לציון

eyes see when You 

return to 

Yerushalayim.. 

The יםרינת חי  points 

out that the word 

 is from the ותחזינה

 which חזיון of שרש

means נבואה. This is 

because we are not 

only asking to see 

Hashem return with 

our physical eyes. 

We are also asking to 

merit seeing with 

our רוחניות eyes all 

the רוחניות sights 

 נבואה, רוח הקודש)

etc) that will exist 

when the בית המקדש 

will be rebuilt. 

Therefore, we 

beseech Hashem 

now to protect us 

from seeing anything 

that is not good for 

our נשמות. If our 

eyes remain pure, 

then we will be 

deserving to see 

with our רוחניות eyes  

all the heiligeh things 

that will exist when 

the בית המקדש is 

rebuilt.  

 

 And - והשב את העבודה לדביר ביתיך

return the service to the Kodesh 

Kodoshim. 

The בית המקדש was a place of 

tremendous קידוש השם. Firstly, the 

 in עבודה performed the כהנים

perfection. Secondly, there were 

constant סיםנ  taking place there. 

There was השראת השכינה, where 

the presence of the שכינה was felt 

by all who came to visit. But the 

highest level of קידוש השם took 

place on יום כיפור when the כהן גדול 

entered the קודש הקדשים to do the 

in front of the עבודה  כפורת the , ארון 

with the כרובים , the  לוחות, and the 

 This was the same spot . ספר תורה

that Hashem spoke to משה from. 

[The קודש הקדשים is called "דביר" 

because it houses the ארון, which is 

from where the "דיבור" of Hashem 

emanates.]  

This entrance by our 

representative - the holy כהן גדול - 

to the holiest place on earth on the 

holiest day of the year, showed 

that our entire lives are connected 

to Hashem and dedicated to 

keeping His Torah.  

We now beg Hashem to please 

return this sacred עבודה to us in 

order to bring about this great 

 once again. We yearn קידוש השם

for the building of the Beis 

Hamikdash speedily in our day. 

 

 רצה ה' אלקינו בעמך ישראל

– Be pleased, Hashem 

our Hashem, with Your 

nation the Yidden . 

We now begin the last 

section of שמונה עשרה, 

consisting of three ברכות 

called ברכות השבח – 

thanks and praise.  

One may ask that in  this  

 we do not seem to ברכה

be expressing thanks. 

We seem to be making a 

request, asking Hashem 

to be pleased with us! 

Rav Schwab answers 

that until this ברכה, we 

were making requests 

for ourselves. However, 

here we begin making 

requests for Hashem’s 

sake. We beseech 

Hashem to be pleased 

with us and our תפילות, 

so we can reach our 

main תפקיד, which is to 

bring about כבוד שמים  - 

honor of Hashem. We 

are saying, “Hashem, we 

are trying so hard to 

bring honor to Your 

Name. Please be happy 

with us and help us reach 

our goal.” 
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The Ponevezher Rav related his first encounter with the Chofetz Chaim. 

“When I entered his room, his rebbetzin asked me to wait a short while for her husband to enter. While 

waiting, I heard heartrending sobbing from the neighboring room.  I was shocked. What had happened? 

The weeping grew in intensity and my amazement grew likewise. What’s more, the rebbetzin showed 

no sign of agitation. I finally asked her what was going on, and she replied, ‘A woman is having a difficult 

labor and my husband is invoking Heaven’s  mercy on her behalf!’ 

I was so moved that tears came to my eyes. I decided then and there that if the Chofetz Chaim can sob 

like that for a strange woman in labor, I would not leave his side! I wanted to learn and gain from such 

a great person.” 

One day, Rebbetzin Ruchama Shain came into her father Reb Yaakov Yosef Herman’s store and found 

him seated in the far corner, crying. “Papa, what happened?” she called out in alarm. “I need something 

from the Boss (Hashem)”, he said simply. “Does the Boss always give you what you ask for?” his 

daughter asked. “Of course,” he answered. “Who else should provide me with my needs if not the 

Boss”. 

These great tzaddikim were always answered because they knew how to daven. We must learn from 

them and do the same. 

 

 We know that it’s not possible to see Hashem . If a person would see Hashem, he would die from the 

tremendous קדושה. The מדרש says that in עולם הבא , it will be different. Hashem will return to ציון  

and reveal himself to the righteous Yidden, and they won’t die. Furthermore, these  Yidden will sit in 

front of Hashem and ask Him questions, like תלמידים in front of their rebbi.  The מלאכים will not be 

allowed to get as close to Hashem as we will be, and they will ask us what Hashem said!  

In this  ברכה , we beseech Hashem to return to ציון .  By doing so, we are fulfilling the מצוה of  לשכנו

  .בית המקדש which means to do whatever we can to reestablish the  ,)במדבר ט"ז(   תדרשו 

 

 On ראש חודש and המועד חול  , we add  יעלה ויבא in this ברכה . If one forgot to say יעלה ויבא  by  מעריב of 

 ,מנחה or שחרית by יעלה ויבא he does not go back. But if he forgot ,מודים and he already began ,ראש חודש

he must go back to ְרֵצה. If he remembers after רצה but before he begins מודים, he says יעלה ויבא right 

there and then continues with מודים.  If he already completed שמונה עשרה ,  he must repeat the whole 

 .מעריב one must go back even by ,חול המועד On        .שמונה עשרה

 

 At least once this week, try to not look at something that will make Hashem sad. [Some examples: 

when another boy gets into trouble, look away. Do not cause him extra embarrassment by staring at 

him. Also, do not look at non-tznius books, pictures, or anything of that type.] 

 




