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'גכתה 
{Lesson #16} 

Listen to our voice ,נּו ֵֽ  ְׁשַמע קֹול 

Hashem, our Hashem, ,ינּו  ה' ֱאֹלק 

spare and have mercy on us, ינּו  חּוס ְוַרֵחם ָעֵלֵֽ

and accept ל  ְוַקּב 

with mercy ְּבַרֲחִמים 

and with willingness     ּוְבָרצֹון 

our tefillos ,נּו ֵֽ  ֶאת ְּתִפָּלת 

Because the Almighty Hashem ֵקל ִּכי  

Who listens to ׁשֹוֵמע 

tefillos and supplications ְּתִפּלֹות ְוַתֲחנּוִנים 

You are, ,ָּתה  ָאֵֽ

And from before You, ,יָך  ּוִמְּלָפֶנֵֽ

our King, ,נּו ֵֽ  ַמְלּכ 

empty-handed יָקם  ר 

do not turn us away, .נּו ֵֽ  ַאל ְּתִׁשיב 

because You listen to  ַע  ִּכי ַאָּתה ׁשֹוֵמֵֽ

the tefillos of Your nation the Yidden ְּתִפַּלת ַעְּמָך ִיְׂשָרֵאל 

with mercy.  ְּבַרֲחִמים 

Hashem, You are the source of all ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה',  ,ברכה 

Who listens to ַע ְּתִפָּלה. .תפלה ֵֽ  ׁשֹומ 

קבלת תפלה

This ברכה concludes the middle section of שמונה עשרה, called בקשות. We 

ask Hashem to accept all the  בקשות [requests] for which we just davened. 
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 -  וקבל ברחמים... את תפלתנו

And accept with mercy…our 

tefillos. 

We must use this special 

 to daven to Hashem for ברכה

all our needs.  There is 

nothing – big or small – which 

is not from Hashem. 

Therefore, we must daven to 

Him for each thing, such as 

health, income, good friends, 

our safety, and so much 

more. We can have them all 

in mind here. 

Certainly, if something is not 

going well, we should daven 

to Hashem in this ברכה for a 

solution or salvation.  

When we daven for these 

things, we must think about 

what we are saying. A proper 

 is one said with proper תפילה

 This is as we say in !כוונה

Tehillim:  קראתיך ה' ממעמקים  

– From the depths I call to You 

Hashem,  which means 

הלב מעמקי  -  from the depths 

of our hearts – with כוונה. 

 (יערות דבש)
 

 

 

  - שמע קולנו

Listen to our voice. 

Why do we say 

Listen to our voice? 

We should say Listen 

to our תפילות? Rav 

Shteinman answers 

that when a baby 

cries, the people 

around it cannot 

understand what it 

needs. Only the 

baby’s parents can 

make sense of its 

cries and help it.  So 

too, we ask of 

Hashem: 

Sometimes, our 

davening sadly 

resembles a baby’s 

gurgling – our words 

are unintelligible 

and said without 

 ,But Hashem   .כוונה

You are our Father. 

So, please listen to 

our voices and help 

us, even if we did 

not daven a proper  

 .תפילה

 

 .Listen to our voice – שמע קולנו

Why do we ask Hashem to 

listen to us? We know that 

Hashem hears every word 

anyone ever says! The עץ יוסף 

answers this question with a 

 There was .מסכת תענית in גמרא

once a drought in ארץ ישראל 

and שמואל הקטן decreed that 

everyone should fast on a 

certain day. Early that 

morning, even before sunrise, 

it began to rain. The people 

thought this was a good sign – 

even before they davened, 

Hashem already brought rain!  

But שמואל הקטן felt otherwise. 

He told them, “I’ll explain with 

a משל why it is not so good. 

There was once a slave who 

wanted something special 

from his master. Before the 

slave even opened his mouth 

to ask, his master commanded 

his other servants ‘Give him 

what he wants right away so I 

won’t have to hear his voice. I 

don’t enjoy hearing him.’”    

We ask  Hashem:   שמע קולנו – 

Allow us to daven and hear our 

voices,   and only afterwards,   

 .have pity on us - ורחם עלינו
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 A few days before ראש השנה , the Ba’al Shem Tov approached Rav Dovid of Miklev and asked him to 

be his בעל תוקע on ראש השנה . Rav Dovid protested, “But I don’t know the proper כוונות.” The Ba’al 

Shem Tov replied, “Don’t worry. I’ll teach them to you”. Each day, the Ba’al Shem Tov would teach 

and Rav Dovid would write. When they were done, Rav Dovid placed his notes with all the כוונות in 

his מחזור. Finally, the moment of תקיעת שופר arrived but Rav Dovid’s notes were nowhere to be 

found. Rav Dovid was distraught.  What was he to do now? How would he be able to have the proper 

 Having no choice, Rav Dovid lifted .תקיעות Finally, the Ba’al Shem Tov signaled to begin the  ?כוונות

his eyes to Hashem and said, “ Hashem, I don’t know the כוונות by heart. But please know that the 

only thing I want is to fulfill the מצוה of תקיעת שופר in the best possible manner.” With that, he began 

to blow שופר, feeling so broken because he could not have the right כוונות. After davening, the Ba’al 

Shem Tov called Rav Dovid over. Rav Dovid was trembling. Would the Ba’al Shem Tov be upset at 

him for not having the right כוונות ?  But the Baal Shem Tov reached under a chair and removed the 

notes. He smiled and commented, “I’ve never heard such beautiful תקיעות in my life.” Rav Dovid was 

dumbstruck. The Ba’al Shem Tov had hidden his notes! The Baal Shem Tov explained, “I was willing 

to forgo all the כוונות so that you should blow the שופר with a broken heart. The best כוונה a person 

can have while davening is a broken heart! When a Yid davens to Hashem with a broken heart, that 

 ”.is guaranteed to be accepted תפילה

 We can daven for our personal requests during this ברכה in any language we are comfortable!  The 

same הלכה applies to the other middle ברכות of  בקשות . In each one, we can daven for any matter 

related to that  ברכה , in any language we are comfortable.  Hashem, our loving Father, is listening! 

 (טור  קי"ט)

 The משנה in מסכת אבות states that when one davens, it should not be קבע – stagnant and 

burdensome.   Instead, one must daven in a fashion similar to that of a poor man begging for mercy. 

He should actually feel that he needs Hashem’s help.  Davening just to fulfill the מצוה of תפילה is 

not enough. )או"ח ס' צ"ח(  

There is a מחלוקת in the פוסקים if one was fulfilled his obligation of  תפילה  if he davened "קבע". The 

 if he davened in such שמונה עשרה  one does not need to repeat ,בדיעבד rules that ביאור הלכה )שם(

a fashion, though it is surely improper to daven so. 

 Before you begin שמונה עשרה each time this week, think of at least one thing that you want Hashem 

to give you or help you with. Make it your goal to daven for that thing at each tefilah this week. 


