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 'ב כתה
{Lesson #20} 

Remembering  יציאת מצרים 

 
I am Hashem, your Hashem '׀ ֱאֹלֵקיֶכם, ֲאִני ה  

who brought you out  אִתי ׀  ׀ ֶאְתֶכם ֲאֶׁשר הֹוֵצֵֽ  

of the land of Mitzrayim ,ִים ֵֽ ֶרץ ִמְצר   ֵמֶאֵֽ

to be for you for a Hashem, ,ִלְהיֹות ָלֶכם ֵלאֹלִקים 

I am Hashem, your Hashem. ׀ ֱאֹלֵקיֶכם. ׀ ה' ֲאִני  
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Fundamentals from  יציאת מצרים 

ֱאֹלֵקיֶכם, ֲאֶׁשר   ֲאִני ה'
אִתי ִים,  ֶאְתֶכם  הֹוֵצֵֽ ֵֽ ֶרץ ִמְצר  ֵמֶאֵֽ  

We have a מצוה to mention  יציאת
 .each morning and night מצרים
Twice daily, we say the פרשה of  
יציאת  which mentions ,ויאמר
 in fulfillment of this  ,מצרים
obligation. 

. מנחת חינוך מצוה כא אות א'   )רש"י   

 שמות יג,ג, ברכות כא. ברכות יב:

As a matter of fact, many mitzvos 
in the Torah are  ליציאת מצריםזכר , 
as a remembrance to יציאת מצרים. 
For example, when we make 
 ,on Shabbos and Yom Tov קידוש
we say “זכר ליציאת מצרים”. Tefillin, 
Mezuzah, Tzitzis, Sukkah, and all 
the mitzvos on the night of פסח 
are also זכר ליציאת מצרים.  
From the fact that the Torah 
places such a great emphasis on 
remembering  יציאת מצרים, we see 
how important it is. Why is this 
so? The answer is that יציאת מצרים 
teaches us many fundamental 
lessons in אמונה, which every Yid 
must instill into his very being. For 
example, the מכות, the  קריעת ים
  and the actual leaving from ,סוף
 were all tremendous מצרים 
miracles which overrode nature. 
This shows us that Hashem is in 
full control of the world  יכולתו(
 These events also show that  .ית'(
Hashem is aware of each person’s 
acts and thoughts, and that He 
will reward and punish each 
person and nation for their deeds 
)עי' ברמבן סוף פ' בא,     .)השגחת ה'(
החינוך מצוה כ"א, אורחות חיים להראש סי' 
 כו(

Another reason we mention 
 is because when  יציאת מצרים
Hashem freed us from the 
Egyptian slavery, He made a 
condition with us that we will now 
serve Him by keeping His heiligeh 
Torah. We constantly remind 
ourselves of this condition.  

רש"י כאן ד"ה אשר, וע"ע שמות כ,ב )     
 ועוד(

 

זכר ליציאת מצרים - מצות ציצית  

אִתי  ֲאִני ה' ֶרץ   ֶאְתֶכם  ֱאֹלֵקיֶכם, ֲאֶׁשר הֹוֵצֵֽ ֵמֶאֵֽ
ִים, ֵֽ  ִמְצר 

There are many other connections 
between יציאת מצרים and   ציצית as well. 
The מצוה of ציצית was given to recall  
 shows us how this רש"י and ,יציאת מצרים
is so. 

בגדיהם כנפיעל  is placed ציצית   •  – 
on the corners of their clothes. Besides 
meaning a corner, the word כנף can 
also mean a wing.  Hashem removed us 
from מצרים so swiftly that יציאת מצרים is 
considered as if it happened  כנפיעל 
 on the wings of eagles; a swift - נשרים
and powerful bird. To recall this נס, we 
place  ציצית on our “ בגדיהם כנפי ”. 

 are placed only on the four ציצית   •
corners of a garment. This corresponds 
to the four לשונות של גאולה that 
Hashem used to inform the Yidden that 
He will redeem us from מצרים:    
 . "והוצאתי", "והצלתי", "וגאלתי", "ולקחתי"
[The same correlation is found by the 
four כוסות at the פסח סדר ]. 

 )רשב"ם פסחים צט:(

 ,מכת בכורות corresponds to תכלת •
the catalyst for יציאת מצרים, in two 
ways. Firstly, the word תכלת is related 
to the word אתכל  , which means death 
 Secondly, the color of .מכת בכורות -
 resembles the dark blue color of תכלת
the sky as it darkens each night.  מכת
 .happened at night בכורות

• The eight strings on each corner 
of our ציצית commemorate the eight 
days that the Yidden waited to sing 
  until מצרים from the time they left שירה
after קריעת ים סוף . (In truth, the שירה 
was sung only seven days after the 
Yidden left מצרים. But רבינו בחיי explains 
that we count the eight days from 
when we brought the חקרבן פס , which 
was the 14th day of ניסן.)  

• Another connection between 
 is that the color קריעת ים סוף and ציצית
of תכלת on our ציצית resembles the 
color of the sea, which reminds us of 
the נסים of קריעת ים סוף which took 
place at sea. 

()רש"י מנחות מג: ד"ה דומה לים   

 

Nothing is Hidden from Hashem 

ֱאֹלֵקיֶכם, ֲאֶׁשר   ֲאִני ה'
אִתי ִים,  ֶאְתֶכם  הֹוֵצֵֽ ֵֽ ֶרץ ִמְצר  ֵמֶאֵֽ  - I am 

Hashem your Hashem  who 
brought you out of the land of 

Mitzrayim. 

 which ,פסוק   shows how this רש"י
discusses יציאת מצרים, has a 
connection to ציצית. We know 
that   פרעה let the Yidden go after 
 in which all the ,מכת בכורות
firstborn מצריים died. Of course, 
the מצריים did not want their 
children to die, so they made 
believe that their son who was a 
 was not one. Sometimes, the בכור
 got so mixed up that they מצריים
really did not know if a certain 
person was a בכור.  But Hashem 
knew the truth, and any מצרי who 
was a בכור died. Even if he was a 
 to just one of his parents, he בכור
died. 
As we learned earlier, there is a 
  .ציצית on our תכלת to have מצוה
But we also learned that תכלת 
was hard to get and very 
expensive. So, sometimes, some 
sneaky people would try to save 
money on תכלת, and they would 
use other, cheaper, dyes that 
looked the same. But, of course, 
here too, Hashem can tell who is 
wearing ציצית with real תכלת dye, 
and who is wearing ציצית with 
fake תכלת dye. 
Now we see the connection 
between יציאת מצרים and  ציצית. 
By מכת בכורות, which was the 
catalyst for  יציאת מצרים , we just 
saw how nothing is hidden from 
Hashem. And Hashem tells us 
that just as  He can differentiate 
between a בכור and a regular 
person, so too can He 
differentiate between one who 
fulfills the   מצוה of   ציצית 
correctly with real תכלת and one 
who uses fake תכלת. Remember, 
we cannot hide anything from         
Hashem! 
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 Once and For All – יציאת מצרים

Rav Yisroel Salanter once stayed at an inn. The innkeeper was an irreligious Jew. “I was once frum,” he 
explained to his distinguished guest. “But then, a friend proved to me that there is no point in doing 
mitzvos, so I dropped it all. He ate a treife sandwich in front of me and told me, ‘If there is a Hashem, 
then He should punish me for violating His Torah. If He does not, then….’  Well, my friend ate the 
sandwich, and nothing happened to him.”  [We know that this man was an utter fool. Of course, Hashem 
punishes those who sin and rewards those who do mitzvos. But Hashem does not punish right away, 
because He allows people time to do teshuvah. Also, if Hashem would reward a person right away for 
the mitzvos he does and punish him right away for his aveiros, we would lose our power of בחירה, 
freewill,  which is the whole purpose of this world.] 
Rav Yisroel did not respond to the silly innkeeper. He simply excused himself to his hotel room. A short 
while later, there was a big commotion. The innkeeper’s daughter had returned home from a far-away 
university. She held a diploma in her hand which stated that she was now an expert pianist. Rav Yisroel 
exited his room, and asked the innkeeper to call over his daughter. “Please show us that you are truly 
an expert. Here, play a song for us on the piano in the lobby.” But the girl was highly insulted. “I’m not 
going to play piano for just anybody who asks. It is for precisely this reason that I have a diploma. It 
attests to my mastery of the piano.” Rav Yisroel now turned to the innkeeper. “Hear your daughter’s 
words. They address the very issue you raised earlier. Do you think that Hashem needs to prove Himself 
to each fool who doubts His existence? Absolutely not. He has already shown us that He is Master of 
the World when He created it, and at יציאת מצרים  He proved that He retains full control of it. That is His 
“diploma”.  And that will suffice.            '(318)ילקוט לקח טוב ח"ג עמ' ס', מס' תנועת המוסר ח"א עמ    
 

 Why did חז"ל choose the פרשה of ויאמר as the one used twice daily to fulfill the obligation of 

remembering  יציאת מצרים? After all, there are many פרשיות in the Torah which mention יציאת מצרים. 

The Gemara ):ברכות יב( explains that חז"ל chose this פרשה because it mentions six important things: 

1. The  מצוה  of  ציצית 
2.   יציאת מצרים
3. Keeping the mitzvos – וזכרתם את כל מצות ה'(  –מצות   )עול 
4. No thoughts of כפירה (against the Torah)  מינות(זו  –אחרי לבבכם  –)דעת מינים  
5. No thoughts of doing זה הרהור עבירה( –)אחרי עיניכם  זנות  
6. No thoughts of ע"ז    )הרהור ע"ז, אתם זונים זה הרהור ע"ז( 

 One should keep his   ציצית strings untangled from each other )שו"ע סי' ח' ס"ז(. The אריז"ל says there 

is a hint about this important הלכה in the word מידת יויציותצפריד ידיק צ :ציצית  – a tzaddik keeps his   

 )מ"ב סקי"ח( .constantly untangled ציצית

 

 Make sure your ציצית strings are all complete,  knotted properly  without any tears,  and untangled.  

 


