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'ב כתה
{Lesson #17} 

We now begin to discuss the מצוה of wearing ציצית and the מצוה  
of dyeing the ציצית strings with תכלת 

And Hashem said to Moshe saying: אֶמר ר. ׀ ה' ַוּי ֹֽ ֶׁשה ֵּלאמ  ׀ ֶאל מ   

Speak to the Yidden ׀ ִיְׂשָרֵאל ׀ ֶאל ְּבֵני ַּדֵּבר  

and you should say to them, ,ְוָאַמְרָּת ֲאֵלֶהם 

They should make for themselves tzitzis  ְוָעׂשּו ָלֶהם ִציִצת 

on the corners of their clothes ַעל ַּכְנֵפי ִבְגֵדיֶהם 

throughout their generations, ,ר ָתם  ְלד 

And they should put on the tzitzis of each corner, ׀ ַעל ִציִצת ַהָּכָנף ְוָנְתנּו  

a string of ֶלת. .ְּתֵכֶלת  ְּפִתיל ְּתֵכֹֽ
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 .a lofty connection – תכלת

פתיל תכלת...  - …a blue wool string 

The dye used to color the strings 
must come from the חלזון. The חלזון is 
an amphibian which lives at sea and 
emerges up to the mountains only 
once in seventy years.     ).מנחות מד(. 

The Gemara  מג:()שם  tells us 
something amazing about the תכלת . 
When one looks at the תכלת on his 
 its color reminds him of the ,ציצית
blue ocean. The ocean color reminds 
him of the similarly colored blue sky, 
which reminds him of the כסא הכבוד 
– Hashem’s heiligeh throne. In short, 
the ציצית with תכלת has a 
resemblance to the כסא הכבוד!  This 
teaches us the heilig and lofty level of 
this מצוה. As a matter of fact,  Chazal 
 tell us that one who fulfills )ספרי, שלח(
the מצוה of ציצית properly is as if he 
greeted the כינהש  , which rests on 
the רש"י סוטה יז.(                 .כסא הכבוד(.  
 

We can suggest another reason for 
 emerged חלזון Being that the .תכלת
from the water only once every 
seventy years, תכלת was presumably 
very expensive, and was worn only 
by royalty. [We find in מגילת אסתר 
that when מרדכי donned royal 
clothing, it was made of תכלת.] 
 reminds us that we are a royal תכלת 
nation, chosen to  keep Hashem’s 
Torah and mitzvos.  

)אם שמוע תשמעו בקולי וגו' ואתם תהיו לי  
, שמות י"ט. ה'(ממלכת כהנים .         

"ר צ"ג אות יח()עי' בפי' הרד"ל לב   . 

For many centuries, there has been 
doubt as to what the חלזון is. 
Therefore, most Yidden do not wear 
 today, and all eight strings of תכלת
our ציצית are white. [There are those 
who believe they re-discovered the 

 [.תכלת  and these people  wear ,חלזון

 

Surrounded by 
 .מלאכים

 -  על כנפי בגדיהם וגו'   
on the corners of their 
clothes. 

The Torah says to put 
 on the four ציצית
corners of one’s 
garment.  

ארבע כנפות כסותך, )על 
 דברים כב,יב(

Two sets of ציצית 
strings should be in 
front of the wearer, 
and two sets of ציצית 
strings should be 
behind him. This way, 
he is surrounded with 
 .)שו"ע סי' ח' ס"ה( מצוות
[We find a similar 
 .on Chanukah הלכה
Those who place their 
menorah in their 
doorway place it to 
the left side. The 
mezuzah is already on 
the right side, and now 
the person is 
surrounded with מצוות  

שו"ע סי' תרע"א ס"ז ומ"ב )

 ס"ק ל"ג(

When someone 
performs a מצוה, he 
creates a “good” מלאך. 
If the מצוה he 
performed 
surrounded him, like 
by ציצית, then the 
 created by that מלאך
 will also surround מצוה
and protect him. 
These אכיםמל  protect 
him from doing any 
 .chas v’shalom ,עבירות
 

 )מהרש"א מנחות מג: ד"ה הכל(

 

 and they should – ועשו להם ציצית
make for themselves ִציִצת. 

 

Let us learn a bit about how this 
special מצוה is made. The ציצית 
strings that each person wears are 
made especially for this מצוה. At least 
two threads are twined together to 
create each string. We take four of 
those strings and place them in each 
of the corners of a four-cornered 
garment.   ,ג( )שו"ע סי' יא ס"א  
Next, each set of four strings is folded 
in half, “creating” eight strings. Then, 
the eight strings are knotted 
together. All along the way, each 
step is done שם     .לשם מצות ציצית(
 סי"ב(
If one looks at his ציצית, he will see 
that each set of strings is knotted 
together five times, with four spaces 
between the knots. In these spaces, 
the שמש, the longest string, is 
wrapped around the other strings.  
 

 [For Rebbi: There are various opinions as to 

how many times to wrap the שמש around. 

Our מנהג is to follow this sequence: 7, 8, 11, 

 The explanation for these .)שו"ע שם סי"ד(  .13

numbers is as follows: 7+8+11 = 26, which is 

the גמטריא of  הוי"ה , the name of Hashem, 

and 13 is  the גמטריא of  אחד . Together, this 

means that Hashem is one.    The ציצית of  'ר

 who lived in the era of the , שלמה מלכו ז"ל

 ,על קידוש השם and was burnt ,בית יוסף

followed a sequence of 10,5,6,5, which 

spells out the name of מ"ב שם סק"ע(    .הוי"ה( 

 Tip: Use live demonstrations showing the 

tying of the ציצית, counting each turn etc. or 

show a video. For a more hands-on 

experience, you can give out yarn or string, 

and the class can make model ציצת 

themselves.] 

 
There is so much meaning in every 
part of this מצוה!  We have just 
touched the surface.  
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 A Priceless Mitzvah 

As the Vilna Gaon neared the end of his life, he reached down and held on dearly to his ציצית. 

He cried and said, “This world is such a good place to be. It is so good to be alive! With a few 

coins, a Yid can buy a pair of ציצית, wear it, and fulfill this mitzvah so easily. Chazal  teach us 

that one who performs this mitzvah can even merit to have a personal audience with 

Hashem, so to speak  מנחות מג:( - )כל הזריז במצוה זו זוכה ומקבל פני השכינה !   But once a person 

leaves this word, he can no longer fulfill even the smallest mitzvah.               יהו()ס' עליות אל  

 

 

The color of our  טלית קטן and גדול טלית  is white, to match the color of our ציצית strings, which 

are white.  '(שם מ"בו סע' ה' 'סי' ט שו"ע)עי .  

There was a מנהג to add a blue stripe on one’s טלית, as a remembrance for the mitzvah of 

 has evolved from a blue stripe to a black stripe. That is why we see מנהג Somehow, that .תכלת

so many טליתים with black stripes. 

 

 
If a string of ציצית rips at the hole, before the first of the five knots, the ציצית is פסול according 

to all מ"ב סי' יב סקי"ג(        .פוסקים( 

 

 
We will check our ציצית each morning to make sure that there are 8 strings on each corner, 

and that no string is torn at any point.    [כל החוטין, יש מקילין אפי', ]לקטנים, אם נקרע למטה  

 )שו"ע סי' ח' ס"ט ומ"ב סקכ"א(


