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  Mentioning Hashem’s Name 

When we daven to Hashem, 
we mention his heiligeh 
Name )עי' מ"ב סי' ב' סק"ג(. We 
must say His Name with 
tremendous awe and 
respect. 
Hashem created the world 
using His heiligeh Name 
 and He )עי' מהרש"א ח"א נדרים ח:( 
gave us permission to say His 
heiligeh Name when we 
daven to Him. We must 
recognize what a huge 
privilege and responsibility 
that is! If we say His Name 
with proper respect and 
concentration, it has a very 
strong, positive, effect on the 
acceptance of our tefillos in 
 We must also be .שמים
careful not to abuse the 
privilege. We must never say 
Hashem’s name for no 
reason or without thought. It 
is too heilig! 
 
  .)דרך פקודיך מל"ת ל', מחשבה, אות ג'( 
 

 זכות אבות

אלקי אבותינויה"ר מלפניך ה"א ו  
 
Our relationship with Hashem 
dates back to the days of 
 As a matter  .אברהם, יצחק, ויעקב
of fact, the Torah tells us that 
Hashem chose us to be His 
nation because of the love He 
has to the דברים ד, לז    אבות(
 Therefore, in many of our .ועוד(
tefillos we mention the אבות, in 
the hope that their 
tremendous זכותים will arouse 
Hashem’s mercy on us - their 
children – and He will accept 
our tefillos.          ר"י בן יקר(
 ואבודרהם(

Hashem answers the tefillos of 
a tzaddik the son of a tzaddik 
faster than He answers the 
tefillos of a tzaddik the son of a 
rasha. ( רש"י)בראשית כה, כא  . 
This can be another reason we 
mention the אבות - to declare 
that we are the children of 
tzaddikim. 
 

Hashem is “Our” Hashem 
and we are “His” People 

וכו' נויה"ר מלפניך ה' אלוקי  
 
We refer to Hashem as 

 our Hashem. In –  נואלוקי
ךתנ" , Hashem is often 

referred to as אלוקי ישראל.  
This is because although 
Hashem created the whole 
world, He chose us as His 
children and watches over 
us by Himself, not through 
messengers. 
עולת תמיד פ"ה וע"ש()  .   
 Also, He is “ours” because 
we believe in Him, accept 
Him as our King, and      
keep His mitzvos.                               

חיי אדם כלל כא אות יא, וכ"מ  )עי'
  מרש"י דברים ו, ד(

We mention אלוקינו – our 
Hashem - when we ask 
Hashem for our needs, 
because  mentioning our 
closeness and special 
relationship with Hashem 
is a זכות for our tefillos to 
be answered.  
 

 א'כתה 
{Lesson #18} 

 Hashem, our Hashem and the Hashem of our 
fathers (Avrohom, Yitzchok, and Yaakov Avinu) 

ינּו,  ה' ֱאֹלֵקינּו ֵואֹלֵקי ֲאבֹוֵתֵֽ
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Mentioning Hashem’s Name 

There was once an Arab sheikh  who would pray for sick people. After praying for them, he was able to 

tell them if they would live or die. Rav Moshe Galanti zt”l, a great gadol, visited this sheikh and asked 

him what his secret was. The sheikh told him to fast and prepare himself to see something very holy. 

After three days of preparation, the sheikh took him to a private area, on which was situated a beautiful 

building. Deep in the building, there was a curtain. As they approached the curtain, the sheikh bowed 

down with great reverence. He slowly pulled back the curtain, revealing, of all things, an image of a 

menorah, and a plate upon which was written the words שויתי ה' לנגדי תמיד , with the real Name of 

Hashem spelled out in huge letters. The sheikh said, “This is the name of the One who created and 

controls the world.” (He did not realize that every Yid knows this.)   He continued, “This is my secret. I 

pray to Hashem with great respect and reverence. If, after my prayers, the Holy Name appears lit-up, I 

know the sick person will live. And if it appears cloudy,  I know he will die.” Rav Moshe was moved to 

tears. Here was a non-Jew who had such great respect for Hashem’s Name.  How much more so must 

we Yidden have respect for Hashem!                            ('ס' ויצבור יוסף בר, מאמר שויתי ה', סי' ח) 

 How to merit blessing 

Did you know that someone who says Hashem’s Name when he is supposed to brings health, wealth 

and ברכה upon himself? However, if someone is careless with Hashem’s heiligeh Name and says it in 

vain – a huge עבירה -  he can be punished with poverty. 

 )גמ' נדרים ז: , ח:, שו"ע סי' רטו ס"ד ובמ"ב שם(

 

 
Hearing Hashem’s Name 

When one hears Hashem’s name being mentioned in a ברכה, he should respond   ,ברוך הוא וברוך שמו  

 which means, “Blessed is He and blessed is His name”.  This brings honor to the ,)שו"ע סי' קכד ס"ה(

heiligeh Name of Hashem that was just said.   )ע"ש מ"ב סקכ"ב(  

[Note: One must not say ברוך הוא וברוך שמו when listening to a ברכה that he wishes to be yotzeh with, 

such as קידוש. If one did say it accidentally, he is still yotzeh.   )שם המ"ב סקכ"א(] 

 

 Saying it Correctly 

Be careful to enunciate Hashem’s Name correctly. For example, be especially careful to pronounce the 

 )ְד( and not with a sh’va  (ד  ) with a cholem ד
 .)עי' מ"ב סי' ה' סק"ב( 


