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כתה מכינה Lesson 3

ּתֹוָרה ִצָוה ָלנּו מֶׁשה מֹוָרָׁשה ְקִהַלת ַיַעֹקב
Moshe commanded us the Torah ― it is an inheritance 

(something we received from our fathers) for the whole Klal Yisroel. 

AS SOON AS a child 
can speak, his father 
teaches him to say 
the possuk: ִצָוה  ּתֹוָרה 
ְקִהַלת מֹוָרָׁשה  מֶׁשה   ָלנּו 
 This teaches .ַיַעֹקב
him from when he is 
very young that the 
Torah was given by 
Hashem to Klal Yisroel 
through Moshe (ּתֹוָרה 
מֶׁשה ָלנּו   and that (ִצָּוה 
the Torah belongs to 
the whole Klal Yisroel 
forever (ְקִהַלת  מֹוָרָׁשה 
 .)ַיַעֹקב
(יו”ד ס’ רמ”ה סא( 

THERE ARE 613 mitzvos 
in the Torah. Klal Yisroel 
heard the first two mitzvos 
directly from Hashem at Har 
Sinai. The other 611 mitzvos 
were told to us by Moshe 
Rabbeinu. This is hinted in 
the possuk: ָלנּו מֶׁשה  ִצָּוה  ּתֹוָרה   
― The word “ּתֹוָרה” has the 
gematria of 611 [  = 400;  = 
6;  = 200;  = 5]. 
Only 611 mitzvos were taught 
to us by Moshe Rabbeinu; 
the other two were taught to 
us directly by Hashem.
(מכות כג, ב)
THE TORAH HAS two parts: 

ֶׁשִּבְכָתב  that ,(the Written Torah) ּתֹוָרה 
is, all the words that are written in the 
Sefer Torah, and ֶּפה ֶׁשְּבַעל   the) ּתֹוָרה 
Oral Torah), all of the halachos that are 
not written in the Torah, that Hashem 
taught Moshe Rabbeinu and Moshe 
Rabbeinu taught the Jewish people. 
The words, מֶׁשה ָלנּו  ִצָּוה   Moshe ,ּתֹוָרה 
commanded us the Torah, speak about 
 the halachos that are not ,ּתֹוָרה ֶׁשְּבַעל ֶּפה
written in the Sefer Torah, which Moshe 
taught us himself. This possuk teaches 
that the only way to really understand 
ֶׁשִּבְכָתב  is to learn it together with ּתֹוָרה 
the Torah that Moshe taught, the ּתֹוָרה 
.ֶׁשְּבַעל ֶּפה
(דרש משה פ’ וזאת הברכה)

Focus on the mesorah of Torah throughout the generations, 
from Moshe Rabbeinu until our talmidim today. 
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Moshe Rabbeinu received the Torah from Hashem and gave it to Klal Yisroel. From that time 
until today the Torah belongs to every single Jew. We all keep the same exact Torah that our 
great-great-grandfathers did, and we learn the same Torah that all the tzaddikim learned, from 
the time of Moshe Rabbeinu until today! Through all those years, the Torah did not change by 
even one letter.
 You [Hashem], chose us from all the nations. The Torah was given just ַאָּתה ְבַחְרָּתנּו ִמָּכל ָהַעִּמים...
to us! The Torah makes us different from the goyim and more elevated than them. We feel very 
proud that we have the most special thing in the entire world – the holy, sweet, beautiful Torah 
directly from Hashem!

 The Torah belongs to the Jewish people only.  Even if a non-Jew wants to study ― ּתֹוָרה ִצָוה ָלנּו
Torah, he is not allowed to! (סנהדרין נט,א)  

One of the first words of Torah that a father must teach his son are:  ּתֹוָרה ִצָּוה ָלנּו מֶׁשה מֹוָרָׁשה 
.ְקִהַלת ַיֲעֹקב )יו”ד ס’ רמה סע’ ה(

The boys should ask their father or grandfather who his Rebbe (or Rosh Yeshivah, or Rav) was 
or is. They should write down the name and also bring in a picture if possible. By identifying the 
individual Rabbeim who brought us Torah from the previous generations, the boys will feel more 
personally connected to the unbroken chain of Torah that started with Moshe Rabbeinu at Har 
Sinai and continued through the generations until today.
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