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ֵראִׁשית ָחְכָמה ִיְרַאת ה’
The beginning of wisdom (Torah) is ’ִיְרַאת ה (fear of Hashem). 

IN THIS POSSUK, 
 ,wisdom ,ָחְכָמה
refers to the great 
wisdom of the Torah. 
A person can only 
become a talmid 
chacham and know 
the Torah when he 
first has ָׁשַמִים  ,ִיְרַאת 
fear of Hashem. Only 
when we have the 
proper ִים ָּׁשַמֽ  ִיְרַאת 
can we remember 
what we learn and 
become talmidei 
chachamim. 
ֶחְטאֹו ֶׁשִּיְרַאת   ֹּכל 
ָחְכָמתֹו ְלָחְכָמתֹו   קֹוֶדֶמת 
ג פרק  )אבות   ִמְתַקֶּיֶמת 
משנה יא(ב

A MASHAL: A farmer once asked his 
employee to put a large amount of 
wheat in storage. When the worker 
finished the job, the farmer asked 
him if he mixed in some preservative 
(salt) together with the wheat. The 
worker said that he did not. The boss 
got upset and told him, “It would 
have been better if you did not put 
the wheat away at all, because now 
it will all just get spoiled!”
The wheat in this story is the Torah 
that a person learns. The preservative 
is the ָׁשַמִים  that he has in his ִיְרַאת 
heart. Without ָׁשַמִים  all the ,ִיְרַאת 
Torah that he learns will be lost. By 
working on ָׁשַמִים  we preserve ,ִיְרַאת 
the Torah that we learn and make it 
last.
(שבת לא, ב)

ANOTHER MASHAL: A king has 
a huge treasure house with two 
rooms. First, you unlock the door 
to the outer room. When you 
get inside the outer room, you 
then unlock a second door to get 
into the inner room. That inner 
room is where all the valuable 
treasures are held. 
 is the key to the outer ִיְרַאת ָׁשַמִים
room; Torah is the key to the 
inner room. With both keys a 
person can have and protect the 
treasure of Torah and mitzvos! 
But if a talmid chacham does 
not have ָׁשַמִים  he is like ,ִיְרַאת 
someone who has the keys to 
the inner room but not to the 
outer room. How will he get in?! 
(שבת לא, ב( 

To impart the importance and centrality of Yiras Shomayim, 
and that it is a prerequisite for learning Torah. 
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Two talmidim wanted to come to the Yeshiva of the Chasam Sofer. The Chasam Sofer tested 
both of them. One was a brilliant boy and he did very well. The other was an average talmid and 
he did not do as well. To everyone’s surprise, the Chasam Sofer accepted only the “average” boy, 
and he did not accept the brilliant one. 
The Chasam Sofer explained that his reason had nothing to do with their learning. He noticed that 
on the way to the Yeshiva, the boys came across some s’chach that was left on the ground from 
Succos. One of boys went around the s’chach to make sure that he did not step on something 
that was used for a mitzvah. The other boy went straight, stepping right on top of the s’chach. 
When the Chasam Sofer saw this, he realized that the boy who was careful with the mitzvah had 
more ִיְרַאת ָׁשַמִים and therefore he will be a greater talmid chacham in the end. 

Why did Hashem create the world? So that there should be people with ִים .ִיְרַאת ָּׁשַמֽ
(אמר ר’ יהודה לא ברא הקב”ה את עולמו אלא כדי שייראו מלפניו, שנאמר והאלקים עשה שייראו מלפניו - שבת לא, ב)

What is something that we do all the time in order to have ִיְרַאת ָׁשַמִים? We wear a yarmulke.  
This reminds us to fear Hashem, who is always on top of us (שבת קנו, ב קידושין לא, ב).

We will try to keep our head covered with a yarmulke at all times, even while playing ball or 
running.
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