
פרק א א  משנה ח  ח  מדה הודאה על החטא הודאה על החטא

ִדיִנין עֹוְמִדים  ַבֲּעֵלי  ּוְכֶשִׁיְּהיּו  ִדיִנין עֹוְמִדים .  ַבֲּעֵלי  ּוְכֶשִׁיְּהיּו  ַהַדָּיִּנין.  ְכּעֹוְרֵכי  ַעְצְמָך  ַתַּעׂש  ַהַדָּיִּניןַאל  ְכּעֹוְרֵכי  ַעְצְמָך  ַתַּעׂש  ַאל  ַטַבּאי אֹוֵמר,  ֶבּן  ַטַבּאי אֹוֵמר, ְיהּוָדה  ֶבּן  ְיהּוָדה 
ְכֶּשִׁקְּבּלּו  ְכַּזָכִּאין,  ְבֵעיֶנָך  ִיְהיּו  ִמְלָּפֶניָך,  ּוְכֶשִׁנְּפָטִרים  ִכְּרָשִׁעים.  ְבֵעיֶניָך  ִיְהיּו  ְכֶּשִׁקְּבּלּו ְלָפֶניָך,  ְכַּזָכִּאין,  ְבֵעיֶנָך  ִיְהיּו  ִמְלָּפֶניָך,  ּוְכֶשִׁנְּפָטִרים  ִכְּרָשִׁעים.  ְבֵעיֶניָך  ִיְהיּו  ְלָפֶניָך, 

ֲעֵליֶהם ֶאת ַהִדּין:ֲעֵליֶהם ֶאת ַהִדּין:

...Do not make yourself like the legal counselors

DAILY 
ACTIVITY

APOLOGY CARD (2 OPTIONS)

Offer an apology to someone you know you’ve wronged. Create Offer an apology to someone you know you’ve wronged. Create 
a beautiful card to express your regret and make amends.a beautiful card to express your regret and make amends.
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It’s not easy or pleasant to admit I was wrong, but I found that 
if I do, others are quick to forgive, and resentment dissappears.

LOOKING FOR LOOPHOLES

You probably look at this mishna,  י”אל תעש”אל תעש    

הדיינים” כעורכי  עצמך  הדיינים”-  כעורכי  עצמך   - do not make yourself 

like the lawers in court, and think, When 

would I ever do that, anyway?

When, indeed? In truth, we act like lawers 

all the time, without even realizing it. 

In court, the lawyer attempts to minimize 

the severity of the crime which the 

defendant is accused of. He finds all types 

of excuses and legal loopholes, using 

anything he can to avoid punishment.

This Mishna warns us to avoid acting this 

way regarding our own behavior. The 

average person is complacent; he uses a 

special ‘pair of glasses’ when accounting 

for his deeds, amplifying every righteous 

act and minimizing any wrongdoings. 

Just like a defense lawyer, the Yetzer Hara 

presents us with every excuse to make 

light of our misdeeds, to convince us that 

“it’s not so wrong”. Worse than the aveira 

itself, therefore, is our inability to own up 

and recognize that we have done wrong. 

Furthermore, when facing trial in a human 

court, the defendant hesitates to confess, 

for if the judges hear what he has done, 

he will be punished. But Hashem sees and 

knows all our actions. There is nothing to 

hide, and we cannot avoid punishment by 

concealing our deeds. It is far better for us 

to acknowledge our mistakes. 

TAKE RESPONSIBILITY

What does a righteous person do? He ex-

amines his deeds with a magnifying glass, 

inspecting each action for the slightest 

flaw. He assumes responsibility for his mis-

takes. Our tzaddikim fast and do teshuva 

continuously to amend for their misdeeds. 

Shaul and Dovid were the first two kings 

of Klal Yisrael. Both committed a sin (with 

good intentions) for which they were 

reprimanded by Hashem, but the two 

responded differently. Shaul, who was 

confronted for failing to kill all of Amalek, 

including their cattle, defended himself. 

He claimed that he kept the best cattle 

alive to use as sacrifices for Hashem. For 

failing to own up, Shaul lost his kingship.

When Dovid Hamelech was reproached 

by Nasan HaNavi for placing the husband 

of Bas Sheva in the front lines, he didn’t try 

to explain or defend himself. He confessed 

immediately - ”” ””חטאתי לה’חטאתי לה’

BE A LAWER - FOR OTHERS

This Mishna teaches us how we should 

relate to ourselves – to our own actions. 

Instead of focusing on our good deeds 

and minimizing our bad deeds, we should 

take responsibity for what we have done. 

Accustom yourself to apologizing for 

mistakes: “I’m sorry, that  comment was 

insensitive.” “I apologize, it was my fault. 

I’ll try to be more careful next time.” 

When relating to others, however, we 

should magnify their good deeds and 

seek to see the good within them.


