
פרק א א  משנה ג  ג  מדה מצוות לשמה מצוות לשמה

ין ֶאת  ִשׁ ְמּ ְהיּו ַכֲעָבִדים ַהְמַשׁ ין ֶאת ַאל ִתּ ִשׁ ְמּ ְהיּו ַכֲעָבִדים ַהְמַשׁ יק. הּוא ָהָיה אֹוֵמר, ַאל ִתּ ִדּ ְמעֹון ַהַצּ ל ִמִשּׁ יק. הּוא ָהָיה אֹוֵמר, ַאְנִטיְגנֹוס ִאיׁש סֹוכֹו ִקֵבּ ִדּ ְמעֹון ַהַצּ ל ִמִשּׁ ַאְנִטיְגנֹוס ִאיׁש סֹוכֹו ִקֵבּ
ָרס, ,  ל ְפּ א ַעל ְמָנת ְלַקֵבּ לֹּ ין ֶאת ָהַרב ֶשׁ ִשׁ ְמּ א ֱהוּו ַכֲעָבִדים ַהְמַשׁ ָרס, ֶאָלּ ל ְפּ ָרסָהַרב ַעל ְמָנת ְלַקֵבּ ל ְפּ א ַעל ְמָנת ְלַקֵבּ לֹּ ין ֶאת ָהַרב ֶשׁ ִשׁ ְמּ א ֱהוּו ַכֲעָבִדים ַהְמַשׁ ָרס, ֶאָלּ ל ְפּ ָהַרב ַעל ְמָנת ְלַקֵבּ

ַמִים ֲעֵליֶכם: ַמִים ֲעֵליֶכם:ִויִהי מֹוָרא ָשׁ ִויִהי מֹוָרא ָשׁ

...Do not be like servants who serve the master for the purpose of receiving even a 
token reward. Rather, be like the servants who serve the master not for the sake of 
receiving even a token reward.

EXPLODING BOX CRAFT

Gain self-awareness as you discover your true motivations for Gain self-awareness as you discover your true motivations for 
doing things. Peel away the outer layers of your thoughts with doing things. Peel away the outer layers of your thoughts with 
this fun activity and take a step toward serving Hashem better!this fun activity and take a step toward serving Hashem better!

THE IDEAL WAY

ושלוםושלום ,doesn’t  mean to imply  אנטיגנוסאנטיגנוס  ,חסחס 

that there is no value to mitzvos that are 

done with ulterior motives, not solely .לשםלשם 

 Every mitzvah, even if done with שמיםשמים

our own benefit in mind, is worth more 

than we can ever imagine. What אנטיגנוסאנטיגנוס 

is teaching here is that the highest level 

of performing mitzvos is doing so for one 

purpose alone: because I love Hashem and 

want to do His will.

THE REAL REASON

This is not at all easy. If we examine our 

actions closely, we’ll find that many, if 

not most, of our actions are performed 

with personal gain in mind. What kind of 

personal gain? It could be the desire to 

make a good impression, or the fear of 

suffering the consequences. Perhaps we 

want to be complimented, earn a prize, or 

win a contest. There are many reasons that 

can motivate us to do something good.

Often, we’re not even fully aware of the 

real reason we do things.  If we concentrate, 

though, and try to ‘peel away the layers’ of 

perceived motivations, we’ll find the truth.

EXAMPLE:  Shimon is a role model for 

the whole third grade class when it 

comes to tefilla. Shimon says the words 

loud and clear, he follows along in the 

siddur and sings with passion. If you 

asked Shimon, “Why do you daven so 

nicely?” he’ll answer, “Because I love 

davening!” But for some reason, on 

vacation days, Shimon’s mother has to 

remind him many times to daven and 

he actually has a hard time getting 

excited about it. What happened? 

Doesn’t he love tefilla? If Shimon would 

really think about it, he might find that 

the reason he davens so nicely in cheder 

is because he looks up his rebbe and 

wants to impress him with his beautiful 

tefilla. He loves getting compliments 

from him, and he also knows Rebbe 

chooses those who daven nicely to 

lead the tefillos. Perhaps Rebbe also 

implemented a tefilla contest, and 

Shimon is trying to earn the prize. Now, 

does that mean that Shimon’s tefillos 

are worthless, since he’s really mostly 

thinking about himself? Of course not! 

His tefillos are precious to Hashem! But 

surely, Hashem has even more pleasure 

when Shimon davens nicely at home, 

without his teacher watching him.

BETWEEN ME AND HASHEM

The Mishna here challenges us to raise 

our level of ’ה העבודת   even מצוותמצוות by doing עבודת 

though no one will know, nobody will see 

and be impressed, and we won’t get any 

recognition for it at all. Doing so proves 

that my only reason for performing this 

mitzvah is Hashem’s will alone. And 

nothing can compare to the pleasure 

Hashem derives from that. 
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DAILY 
ACTIVITY

It’s hard to do what’s right without receiving any 
recognition for it.... but it makes me feel really good.


