
פרק א א  משנה יד  יד  לימוד אחריותאחריות

הּוא ָהָיה אֹוֵמר, הּוא ָהָיה אֹוֵמר, ִאם ֵאין ֲאִני ִלי, ִמי ִליִאם ֵאין ֲאִני ִלי, ִמי ִלי. ּוְכֶׁשֲאִני ְלַעְצִמי, ָמה ֲאִני. ְוִאם ֹלא ַעְכָׁשיו, ֵאיָמָתי:. ּוְכֶׁשֲאִני ְלַעְצִמי, ָמה ֲאִני. ְוִאם ֹלא ַעְכָׁשיו, ֵאיָמָתי:

If I do not [try to] help myself, who [will do so] for me? 

DAILY 
ACTIVITY

GAME: OWN UP OR PAY UP

In this game of chance, you have to either own up and take In this game of chance, you have to either own up and take 
responsibility... or pay the price. Practicing on the small things train responsibility... or pay the price. Practicing on the small things train 
us for bigger responsibilities in life.us for bigger responsibilities in life.
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IN THE DRIVER’S SEAT

Max grips the steering wheel as he peers 

up into the rear-view mirror in the front 

of the bus. No fair, he thinks as he looks 

at passengers behind him. They can all 

do as they please – eat, sleep, talk on the 

phone – while I have to focus on driving 

the bus. Why can they rest and I can’t? 

The fact is, though, that the bus lies in 

the driver’s hands. If the bus veers off 

course because Max decided to take 

a snooze, the ramifications are solely 

Max’s responsibility; he can’t blame 

anything on the passengers. 

Each of us are the ‘bus drivers’ in charge 

of our own lives. We can’t afford to ‘let the 

bus run its own course’ – because we are 

responsible for the outcome! ““,לי אני  אין  לי,אם  אין אני    אם 

לי לימי   If I do not take responsibility for – ”?מי 

myself, who else will?

Imagine a muddy chicken on a farm. The 

farmer tries to wipe off the dirt, his wife 

pours water over its feathers, but still, mud 

clings to it. If the chicken would just spread 

its wings and flap them, it could shake 

everything off. So, too, a person can have 

help and support from parents, teachers, 

and mentors, but ultimately, he is the only 

one who can make something of himself.

Suppose somebody says, “I don’t want to 

work hard; whatever happens, happens. 

I don’t really care.” You might think, this 

person isn’t going to get too far in life. But 

the Chazon Ish warns that such an attitude 

of indifference is far worse – it affects every 

aspect of a person’s life and leads him on a 

path to destruction. 

NO EXCUSES

It’s hard to own up, even for small things. 

It’s a lot easier to blame: “It’s not my fault, 

I was just copying someone else.” “So 

what if I didn’t put it away, he shouldn’t 

have touched it!” “I was absent, how was I 

supposed to know?” 

Owning up takes maturity and courage, 

but it trains us to take responsibility for 

ourselves and our lives. Making excuses 

and ‘playing victim’ might help one avoid 

punishment sometimes, but it won’t get 

him anywhere in the long run.

Suppose רבי עקיבארבי עקיבא would have said, “I’m 4o 

years old. I’m just a simple shepherd. I’m 

ashamed to sit in a kindergarten class!” He 

would probbly have died a shepherd...

There was a particular ישיבה  who ראש 

deliberately delivered his מוסר lectures 

in a low voice, so that it was difficult to 

hear if one sat even a few feet away. He 

reasoned as follows: However powerful 

and stirring his words are, only those who 

truly wish to take charge of themselves 

and work on improving their middos 

will hear. Those students will rush to get 

a seat in the front, and concentrate on 

every word. Those who sit in the back 

are transmitting a message that they 

are present because they have to be, not 

because they want to work hard - they 

don’t have to hear a word! 

What type are you? Are you ready to ‘lean 

in and catch every word’, or would you 

rather ‘take it easy and sit in the back’?

It’s very tempting to give excuses and ‘get away with it”, but learning 
to take responsibility for my actions will fortify me for life.


