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The פסוק of ברוך שם כבוד מלכותו לעולם ועד is 

said quietly. One reason for this is because 

we have a bit of a dilemma.  

When יעקב אבינו gathered the שבטים to 

reveal the future to them,  his רוח הקודש 

departed from him. יעקב אבינו feared that 

this was because  of a spiritual blemish 

amongst his children. He questioned them 

about that, and they replied, “  'שמע ישראל ה

 that their יעקב reassuring ,”אלקנו ה' אחד

 in Hashem was absolute and they אמונה

were all tzaddikim.  When יעקב heard their 

greatness,  he proclaimed,  ברוך שם כבוד

פ'  in תורה However, the  .מלכותו לעולם ועד

 ,is written שמע of פרשה where the ,עקב

doesn’t mention ברוך שם.   

Should we mention it because יעקב did, or 

should we skip it, as the תורה in פ' עקב does? 

As a compromise, the חכמים instituted to say 

it silently.       

( , ובמ"ב ס"ק ל', פסחים נ"ו."גי א סעי'"שו"ע סי' ס ) 

מכינהכתה 

 should קריאת שמע

be recited with 

excitement and 

enthusiasm, as if it 

is our very first time 

saying it. The 

source for this is the 

 which שמע in פסוק

says  אשר אנכי מצוך

 commanding  ,היום

us to feel as if 

Hashem was ְמַצֶוה  it 

to us today, for the 

very first time. 

א סעי' ב'(")שו"ע סי' ס  

(See Lesson 12, 

Yodea, where we 

applied this פסוק 

and concept to 

general Torah 

study.) 

The מנהג is to 

say the first 

 ק"ש of פסוק

loudly - בקול רם. 

The reason for 

this is because 

saying 

something 

loudly arouses 

one’s כוונה. We 

are also נוהג to 

cover our eyes 

with our right 

hand when we 

say this פסוק. 

We don’t want 

to see anything 

that will distract 

us from having 

the proper כוונה. 

' י)שו"ע או"ח ס 

 ס"א סעי' ד' ה'(

{Lesson #15} 

– שמע ישראל Listen, Yisroel

– ואהבת את ה' אלקיך And you should love Hashem your Hashem
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 As soon as a child begins to talk, his father is obligated to teach him Torah. The father 

starts with the פסוקים of תורה צוה and (ח' 'סע הרמ")יו"ד ס'  שמע ישראל .  The יסודות of 

 and we try instilling them in each child from ,חינוך are an integral part of our שמע ישראל

a very young age. Many Yiddishe children were saved during WWII by staying in non-

Jewish shelters, some for many years. After the war, these children were identified as 

Yidden only because they recalled the פסוק of שמע ישראל. The פסוק of שמע ישראל is 

something every Yiddishe child knows! 

 

 
In a ס"ת, the letter 'ע of שמע and the letter 'ד of אחד are bigger than the other אותיות. 

The אותיות of 'ע and 'ד form the word ֵעד – a witness. When we say שמע we are testifying 

that בעל הטורים פ' עקב(             .ה' אלקינו ה' אחד( 

 

 
The first פסוק of ק"ש should be said while one is stationary, as that is most conducive 

for proper כוונה. Also, it is forbidden to motion during the entire first פרשה of ק"ש. If a 

person involves himself in other matters while saying ק"ש,  he is showing that to him, 

 in a manner of ק"ש a secondary matter. Hashem wants us to say ,דבר עראי is a  ק"ש

עשה אותם קבע( -)סי' ס"ג סעי' ו' ודברת בם   .extreme importance ,קבע . 

  

 

Before saying ק"ש, we will have in mind to fulfill the  מצוה עשה from the  תורה  of  קריאת

   .שמע

While saying the first פרשה of שמע, we will be careful not to motion or wink.                        

 (סי' ס'  סע' ד')

 




