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 'ח כתה
{Lesson #13} 

 ברכת המינים
And to those informers [who speak against us]  ְוַלַּמְלִׁשיִנים 

let there be no hope,  ִתְקָוהַאל ְּתִהי,  

and all the wickedness ְוָכל ָהִרְׁשָעה 

in a moment ַגע ֶֽ  ְּכר 

shall be destroyed, ,תֹאֵבד 

and all Your enemies  
[enemies of the Yidden are automatically enemies of Hashem] 

ָךְוָכל  אֹוְיב   

quickly ְמֵהָרה 

should be cut down, תּו ֶֽ ,ִיָּכר   

and those who purposely sin 
 [by bothering or negatively influencing other Yidden] 

 ְוַהֵּזִדים

quickly ְמֵהָרה 
may You uproot, ר  ְתַעּק 

and break, ּוְתַׁשֵּבר 
and cast down (or cut), ּוְתַמֵּגר 

and humble, ַַיע  ְוַתְכִנֶֽ
quickly ִּבְמֵהָרה 

in our days. .ינּו  ְבָיֵמֵֽ
You are the source of all ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ,ברכה 

Hashem [Master of all], 'ה 
who breaks enemies ר ֹאְיִבים ֹשֹוב   

and humbles  ַיע  ּוַמְכִנֵֽ
those who purposely sin 
  [by bothering or negatively influencing other Yidden]. 

 ֵזִדים.

 

Once the רשעים are judged, the sinners will be done away with, as the וקפס  in (א, כח) ישעיה  tells 

us. Therefore, this ברכה follows the ברכה of (מגילה יז:) .דין 

 

 When the מצריים drowned at the ים סוף,  the  מלאכי השרת proclaimed:         'שובר ]ברוך אתה ה

מכניע זדים[אויבים ו .      

     (שבולי הלקט)   
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"והזדים מהרה תעקר 

"ותכניעותשבר ותמגר   

– and those who 

purposely bother 

Yidden, quickly may 

You uproot and 

smash…and cast 

down and humble. 

If Hashem will 

uproot, break, and 

smash the מינים, 

then there will be 

nothing left of 

them. If so, what do 

we mean when we 

say  “ ותכניע - and 

humble them” ?    

The שיח יום answers 

that even if  Hashem 

rids  the  world  of 

the   מינים  , the bad 

influences and   רוח

 that they  הטומאה

leave behind can 

still affect our 

 ,Therefore  .רוחניות

we ask Hashem to 

be מכניע  - to 

humble, reduce, 

and mitigate - the 

effects of what they 

did as well. 

 

In the ברכה of ולמלשינים, which asks for the 

eradication of the אפיקורסים( מינים(, we say 

the word מהרה three times, something we 

don’t find by any other ברכה.  Rav Avigdor 

Miller explains that we’d certainly prefer 

that the אפיקורסים do תשובה, as we 

mentioned earlier, in Inspiration #1.  

However, if they don’t, we have no choice. 

We must daven to  Hashem that they 

should die immediately.  The spiritual 

damage they cause is terribly destructive 

to our Yiddishkeit, and we can’t risk it for 

even a moment.  We beg  Hashem  three 

times to destroy them – מהרה -  as quickly 

as possible, so that they should not have 

even the slightest bad השפעה on us.  We 

understand that an active shooter must be 

stopped in his tracks, even if that means 

killing him. There is no time for diplomacy. 

The same applies to an ‘active’ רשע, in an 

even stronger way. We cannot kill people, 

but we daven to Hashem  to remove him 

from this world immediately.  

 

We must be extremely careful not to 

associate with any people who can have a 

negative influence on us, in any which way. 

Those who speak לשון הרע, make light of 

Torah and mitzvos, or lack respect to our 

gedolim are sure examples of people from 

whom to stay very far away. They may look 

frum, and daven too, but they are 

dangerous!  Even arguing with them is not 

a good idea, because the arguer will be 

exposed to more of their poison. Let an 

experienced adult handle that.  Just stay far 

away!  

 

 

ַגע תֹאֵבד ֵֽ  - ְוָכל ָהִרְׁשָעה ְּכר 

and all the wickedness in 

a moment shall be 

destroyed. 

The )גמרא )ברכות י tells of 

some neighborhood 

ruffians who used to 

bother רבי מאיר.  It 

reached a point where 

he finally davened that 

they should die.  But his 

wife objected.  “Instead 

of davening that they 

should die, daven that 

they do תשובה. Then, 

they will not bother you 

anymore.”  She cited a   

 as proof that her  פסוק

approach was the 

correct one. 

For this reason, we do 

not daven that Hashem 

should destroy רשעים (as 

long as they don’t pose 

an immediate danger to 

us).  Instead, we daven 

that Hashem should 

destroy their שעותר , 

their evilness. Then, they 

will become better 

people. That is why we 

say, ְוָכל ָהִרְׁשָעה – all the 

evil… shall be lost, and 

not   “ הרשעיםְוָכל    ".  

 

ספר הארת התפילה וכן ) 

עיין שם בברכות בפירוש ענף 

 (יוסף
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 The גמרא tells us that when the כהן גדול entered the קדש הקדשים on יום הכפורים, the Yidden feared 

for his life. Although the כהן גדול wanted to use this most special opportunity to daven to Hashem, 

he kept his tefillah short, so as not to worry others.  We can be sure that the short tefillah he did 

daven then, was of utmost importance.  The גמרא tells us  that in the short tefillah he davened, he 

added the following:   יהי רצון שלא תתקבל תפילות עוברי דרכים המתפללים שלא ירד גשם בזמן שהם נמצאים"

 Let it be your will Hashem, not to accept the tefillos of those travelling on the roads, who“ – בדרך"

ask You that it should not rain while they are travelling.”     

The   כהן גדול  was concerned that Hashem would hold back the rain due to  the earnest tefillos of the 

few wayfarers, even though the majority of the people want and need rain at that time!  We see 

that a תפילה which is said from the depths of one’s heart – such as a wayfarer stranded in a 

downpour - is extremely powerful and may very likely be accepted by Hashem, even from the 

simplest of people!             (ספר אוצרות התפילה עמוד רל"ו)  

 

 
When the אנשי כנסת הגדולה originally established the תפילה of שמונה עשרה, they made eighteen 

 that the , רבן גמליאל It was only later, in the days of   .שמונה עשרה That is why it is called .ברכות

nineteenth ברכה of  ולמלשינים was instated. It was in his era that the  ניםמי  and others started making 

trouble for the Yidden, and Chazal added this ברכה to combat them. 

 

 -> We learned in Lesson 11 that we cannot enter within 4 אמות of one who is davening שמונה עשרה 

because we may disturb his concentration.  Let us apply this concept to any action on our part that may 

disturb someone’s davening. Do not talk or play near anyone who is davening. We all know how very 

distracting that can be! 

->  The (קכ"ג,ב') רמ"א writes that  one may not turn to face the צבור if the chazzan did not yet finish his 

quiet שמונה עשרה. The  משנה ברורה explains the reason is either because it will disturb others who are 

davening, or because people will suspect him of not davening properly – how did he finish so quickly? 

 

 

 Sun Mon Tues Wed  Thur Fri 

I did not disturb anyone who was 

davening, in any way 

(talking/playing/facing): 

      

 


