
A Tefillah Curriculum
presents

Torah UMesorah

כיתה ו

Lesson 14



Rebbi Sheet Grade 6 Lesson 14 P a g e  | 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ' ו כתה

{Lesson #14} 

 יוצר אור
We now begin the third section of שחרית . The main part of this section is קריאת שמע  
in which we declare our קבלת מלכות שמים, our acceptance of Hashem’s kingship. It is 

surrounded by three ברכות  which are known as the ברכות קריאת שמע. 
 

Hashem, You are the source of all ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה‘, ברכה 

our Hashem, King of the world, ,ֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם  ֱאֹלֵקינּו ֶמֶֽ

who forms light,  אֹוריֹוֵצר,  

and creates darkness,  ֶׁשְךּובֹוֵרא ,ח ֹֽ  

who makes peace,  ָׁשלֹוםֹעֶׂשה,  

and creates everything. .ּובֹוֵרא ֶאת ַהֹּכל 

The One who gives light [through the sun] to the earth  ֶרץ  ַהֵּמִאיר ָלָאֶֽ  

and to those that live on it  ָיה  ְוַלָּדִרים ָעֶלֶֽ

with mercy [such as bringing the light slowly and 
not in one blinding burst] 

 ְּבַרֲחִמים,

and with His goodness (His desire to do good) ּוְבטּובֹו  

He renews every day   ְמַחֵּדׁש ְּבָכל יֹום 

constantly ָּתִמיד 

the work of creation. ְבֵראִׁשית. ַמֲעֵׂשה  
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יָה   ֶרץ ְוַלָּדִרים ָעֶלֶֽ ְּבַרֲחִמיםַהֵּמִאיר ָלָאֶֽ   - The 

One who gives light to the earth and 

to those that live on it with mercy. 

The Chofetz Chaim points out how 

the sun is ...ברחמיםהמאיר לארץ  

thousands of miles away.  If it would 

be a bit closer, we would burn up.  If 

it would be a bit further away, 

everything would freeze.  

Furthermore, besides for the light 

that we enjoy, the ארץ gets other 

great benefits from the sun’s rays, 

such as photosynthesis. This process 

causes chemical reactions which 

enable the leaves to turn green and 

the fruit to grow and be sweet.  As it 

says  "(דברים לג[) "וממגד תבואות שמש – 

the sweet fruits are crops of the sun.  

 )אבודרהם( 

Rav Yisroel Salanter would become 

overjoyed as he contemplated the 

gifts of sunlight.  He was once in a 

fancy hotel where they charged $10 

for a glass of water.  The waiter 

explained that the high price was not 

merely for the cup of water; it was 

for all the amenities of the hotel, 

which made the drink so much more 

enjoyable. Rav Yisroel applied this 

concept to the world around us as 

well. We need to thank Hashem for a 

glass of water enjoyed on the 

backdrop of such a beautiful world. 

Hashem made this world so 

attractive, with a bright blue sky, 

green grass, tall trees, majestic 

mountains, stunning lakes and 

oceans, and so much more that we 

can enjoy. And we can only see all 

these things because Hashem is   יוצר

( טללי אורות)   .He creates light – אור  

 

 who   - יוצר אור ובורא חושך

forms light, and creates 

darkness. 

If it is daytime now, why do 

we thank Hashem for 

darkness? 

The   (או"ח נ"ט)     שו"ע   

explains that if we did not 

do so,  אפיקורסים would ח"ו 

say that there is a separate 

power that is in charge of 

night.  Therefore, we 

proclaim that both day and 

night were created by 

Hashem.   

The בית יוסף brings another 

explanation. If we would 

praise only daylight, it 

would imply that nighttime 

and darkness are bad. 

Therefore, we thank 

Hashem for day and night 

at the same time.  We need 

daytime to learn and work, 

and we need nighttime to 

sleep and invigorate 

ourselves )אבודרהם(.  They 

are both good, and 

together, they complete a 

full day:    ויהי ערב ויהי בקר"

'" דח יום א . 

  .)מהר"ל(

In our lives, too, there are 

“brighter” and “darker” 

times. We must realize that 

they all come from the 

same One and Only 

Hashem, and they are all 

for our benefit and good. 

 

Why were specifically the 

two  ברכות of יוצר אור and 

 chosen as הבוחר בעמו ישראל

the  ברכות of  קריאת שמע? 

The  (יסודי התורה פ"ב) רמב"ם 

writes, “How does one 

achieve 'יראת ה and 'אהבת ה, 

fear and love of Hashem?  

He studies the infinite 

greatness of Hashem’s 

wondrous creations. That 

will bring him to a yearning 

to know Hashem’s Great 

Name and to praise Him. 

Therefore, we preface שמע, 

which is   קבלת עול מלכות

  .ברכות  with these two ,שמים 

First, we say יוצר אור, where 

we speak of the greatness of 

Hashem’s light and the 

greatness of the  מלאכים, and 

how they clamor to praise 

Hashem in harmony. This is 

meant to generate a great 

love and awe of Hashem 

within us.  Then, we 

continue on to אהבה רבה, 

where we declare that the 

main purpose of all these 

creations is for the Yidden 

and for the Torah, which 

Hashem gave us with 

tremendous love.  This 

brings us to an even greater 

love of Hashem.  Now we 

are finally ready for שמע, to 

accept the kingship and the 

yoke of Heaven with all our 

hearts.  

 )הסבא מסלבודקא, אור הצפון( 
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 Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky once asked: Before Rav Yisroel Salanter began the Mussar movement, how 

did people work on their middos? How did people co-exist? He answered that tefillah used to be 

the daily mussar sefer. A proper tefillah does not only open the Gates of Heaven. It also opens the 

gates to ourselves. Tefilah is called עבודה שבלב – service of the heart. Not only does it stem from 

the heart, it also must penetrate the heart. It is not just lip service. It is a service of our entire being.  

It can and should create a change in our heart, in our middos, in our desires, and much more. It 

should humble us when we realize the greatness of Hashem and all He does for us. With a proper 

tefillah, we will view ourselves, the world, and those around us in a much more meaningful way. 

 

 

לּובֹוֵרא ֶאת  ָׁשלֹוםֹעֶׂשה  .ַהּכ  ) רש"י    -   'ויקרא, כ"ו, ו )  tells us that if there is no שלום, all the wealth a person 

may have is worthless. Peace is so important that it is equal to all else.   His proof  is from these 

words, which come from a פסוק in ספר ישעיה, and equate שלום to כל – peace to everything. 

 A person must have peace with his family, friends, and neighbors. A country must have peace with 

other countries and amongst its citizens. 

 

The word    ברוך means that Hashem is the Source of all blessing  (From the word בריכה).   When we 

recognize that Hashem is the source of all blessing and thank Him for it, He brings even more ברכה. 

One should think about the definition of ברוך each time he says it. By doing so, he will also increase 

 .in this world ברכה

ש החיים שער ב', כד הקמח()ע' רשב"א ברכות ז', נפ    

 

Write down three amazing things that you noticed about Hashem’s wonderful world. Now, thank 

Hashem for them! Increase ברכה in the world! 

 (תפילה  and praise are forms of הודאה  who explains  that ,וע"ע ספר שערים בתפילה שער תה )

1. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.__________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


