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 {Lesson #12}' וכתה 

Introduction: קדיש  was established by the אנשי כנסת הגדולה  after the destruction of the first  בית

(יחזקאל ל"ח) פסוק It is based on the .המקדש והתגדלתי והתקדשתי    ,  which is said regarding the future 

war of  גוג ומגוג, at which time Hashem’s Name will once again be recognized as great and holy.   קדיש  

is a תפילה  asking Hashem to bring an end to the 'חילול ה  that takes place because we are in גלות  and 

do not have the בית המקדש. We daven that Hashem’s presence should soon be clearly and universally 

recognized.     The זוהר  writes that the power of קדיש  is so strong that it can break all barriers 

separating the Yidden from Hashem 

The  ( ברכות ג.) גמרא states that when we enter our shuls and answer ְיֵהא ְׁשֵמּה ַרָּבא ְמָבַרְך, אמן , Hashem 

shakes His head – so to speak - and says: “How fortunate is the king whose subjects praise Him so in 

His palace. Woe to the Father who exiled His children, and woe to the children who were exiled from 

their Father’s table.” Answering ְיֵהא ְׁשֵמּה ַרָּבא, אמן  is considered more important than even קדושה or 

 .and one should seek opportunities to answer it ,ברכו

The טור  writes that it is said in Aramaic - a language not understood by the מלאכים  – because it is 

such a special תפילה, and it is exclusive to the Yidden.  We do not want the מלאכים  to understand it 

because it would make them jealous.  

Alternatively, we say it in Aramaic because that was the commonly spoken language at the time that 

Chazal  instituted קדיש.  Since it is such a special תפילה - the world exists on its merit -  Chazal wanted 

every person to understand it. )'תוס' ברכות ג( 

May His Great Name be exalted and sanctified. )ִיְתַּגַּדל ְוִיְתַקַּדׁש ְׁשֵמּה ַרָּבא. )אמן 

in the world that He created ִּדי ְבָרא ְּבָעְלָמא  

   according to His will, ִכְרעּוֵתּה,  

and may He rule His kingship [openly] ְוַיְמִליְך ַמְלכּוֵתּה 

in your lifetimes and in your days  ּוְביֹוֵמיכֹון ְּבַחֵּייכֹון  

and in the lifetimes of all the Yidden ,ּוְבַחֵּיי ְדָכל ֵּבית ִיְׂשָרֵאל 

swiftly and [if not, at least] soon, ,ַּבֲעָגָלא ּוִבְזַמן ָקִריב 

and say ְוִאְמרּו ָאֵמן.    ָאֵמן

May His Great Name be blessed ְיֵהא ְׁשֵמּה ַרָּבא ְמָבַרְך 

forever and ever! .ְלָעַלם ּוְלָעְלֵמי ָעְלַמָּיא 



 

Rebbi Sheet Grade 6 Lesson 12 P a g e  | 2 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ְיֵהא ְׁשֵמּה ַרָּבא ְמָבַרְך.......

 These words are the climax of 

 refers to this גמרא The .קדיש

ְיֵהא   but as קדיש not as תפילה

 !ְׁשֵמּה ַרָּבא ְמָבַרְך

The  גמרא states that whoever 

says these words בכל כחו - 

loudly, with all his 

concentration, with his heart 

and soul, will have גן עדן  open 

for him, and will have any 

harsh decree on him 

destroyed!  

What is so special about these 

words? 

 Rav Schwab explains 

the significance of קדיש is that 

it expresses the idea that we 

are willing to act with supreme 

 and make a מסירות נפש

Kiddush Hashem.  

It is no wonder that Hashem 

will react in kind, by opening   גן

 and annulling any harsh עדן

decrees. 

 While the giving of 

one’s life is the ultimate act of 

Kiddush Hashem, there are 

many daily encounters that 

come our way where we can 

create a Kiddush Hashem. This 

is from the greatest 

accomplishments a person can 

do in this world! 

 

ַמְלכּוֵתּהְוַיְמִליְך   

In the תפילה of אדון עולם, 

which we say at the 

beginning and end of each 

day, we express our 

understanding that 

Hashem always was, is, 

and will be the only King. 

Nevertheless, His kingship 

is not open for all of 

mankind to notice. Surely, 

if one cares to notice the 

Hand of Hashem, he can 

see it everywhere and 

always. But in general, 

while we are in galus, 

Hashem conceals His 

presence to a great extent. 

This allows for an 

unfortunate amount of 

chillul Hashem to take 

place. 

 Our תפילה here is 

that this galus should end 

and Hashem should make 

His sole rulership clear to 

all mankind. This will bring 

about a tremendous awe 

and respect for Hashem’s 

Great Name.   

 ְּבָעְלָמא ִּדי ְבָרא ִכְרעּוֵתּה

We all know that when 

it is time for a נשמה to 

enter this world, it does 

so unwillingly, as it 

wishes to stay in שמים, 

close to Hashem. 

However, Hashem 

decides otherwise. He 

wants our neshamos to 

journey through this 

world, earning reward 

by overcoming 

numerous challenges 

daily. Every time we 

make a correct decision 

by overcoming our 

yetzer hara and doing 

what is right, we should 

take a moment to 

reflect and realize that 

this is the whole point 

of our creation!  

“I was created so that I 

can be tested to 

overcome my evil 

temptation and 

triumph by choosing to 

do what is right!”  

The reward for 

overcoming these 

challenges - big and 

small - is 

unfathomable!    
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Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld,  the Rov of Yerushalayim, related the following story from his days as a 
bachur in Pressburg. 
“Many years ago, a certain couple in Pressburg operated a successful business and contributed 
generously to the yeshivah there. The wife created a fund specifically to pay talmidim at the yeshivah 
to say Kaddish for people who died with no one to say kaddish for them. After many years, the rich 
husband died, and the business declined rapidly. His widow and her two unmarried daughters were left 
penniless.  
The bereaved woman went to the roshei Yeshivah of the Pressburg yeshivah and told them her plight. 
She added that for her own family’s needs, she put her faith in Hashem. However, she feared the roshei 
yeshivah would discontinue her kaddish fund because she could no longer pay for it, thereby leaving 
people “kaddish-less”.  She tearfully pleaded with them that they continue to fund the practice, which 
she promised to repay when her financial situation improved. The roshei Yeshivah were greatly moved 
by the woman's selflessness, and they readily agreed to her request. 
As she walked home from the yeshivah, she was startled by the sudden appearance of a gentleman with 
an imposing white beard walking slowly toward her. Since the man was a total stranger, she was 
surprised when he began a conversation with her, politely inquiring as to how she was managing 
financially. 
When the man asked how much she would need to marry off her daughters, she was shocked. Who was 
he? How did he know anything about her daughters?  Regardless, she quoted an amount, and the man 
wrote out a check for the entire sum, telling her to cash it at the local bank. Before signing the check, 
the man suggested that they procure witnesses before whom he would sign the check. This way, no one 
could claim to her that the huge check was fraudulent. They returned to the yeshiva, found two 
bachurim, and the man signed the check in their presence.  As added insurance, he handed them 
another slip of paper bearing his signature, and he then hurried off. 
Not knowing whether the entire incident was the miraculous answer to her prayers or some cruel hoax, 
the dazed woman walked to the bank and asked to cash the check. Seeing the sum involved, the 
surprised teller asked her to remain put while he consulted with the owner of the bank. The bank owner 
took one look at the check and collapsed in a faint. After being revived, the visibly shaken banker asked 
that the woman be brought into his office. There, he asked her if she could positively identify the writer 
of the check. The woman answered that she could, adding that there were two bochurim at the yeshivah 
who could also identify the man. The banker withdrew several photographs from his desk, and the 
woman immediately identified one of them as the man who had given her the check. The banker then 
ordered the teller to honor the check. 
In a trembling voice, he told the following story. ‘The man who gave the woman the check was my father 
who has been dead for ten years. Last night, my father appeared to me in a dream and said, 'I want you 
to know that from the time you departed from the path of truth and married a gentile woman and 
stopped saying Kaddish for me, my soul knew no peace. That is, until a certain woman arranged for 
Kaddish to be said at the yeshivah for people having no one else to say it for them. 
‘Tomorrow, this woman will come to your bank with a check that I am giving her to cover the wedding 
expenses of her two daughters.'  When I awoke this morning, I was shaken by my dream. I told it to my 
wife who calmed me, assuring me that it was pure nonsense. But when the woman presented this check, 
I knew that my father’s words were absolutely true.’” 
Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld concluded this story, "Do you know who those two bochurim were? They 
were my friend Rav Yehudah Grunwald and myself. The banker became a genuine baal teshuvah, his 
wife became a sincere giyores, and they raised a fine religious family."   This is the power of Kaddish! 
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While one should always be careful not to talk during any part of davening, extreme care must 

be taken not to talk during קדיש. The מ''ב ( נ''ו 'סי ) brings  frightening stories of people who died 

and appeared to others in a dream. In each incident, the dreamer noticed a blemish on the dead 

man’s face that he did not have in his lifetime. When asked about it, the man replied, “This 

blemish came from my sin of talking during קדיש (and other parts of davening)”! 

 

 

 ְוִאְמרּו ָאֵמן. ְיֵהא ְׁשֵמּה ַרָּבא ְמָבַרְך

1. The מ''ב ( נ''ו 'סי ) writes that one should pause after saying the word אמן [which affirms what was 

just said - that Hashem’s Name be recognized ....], before saying the words ְיֵהא ְׁשֵמּה ַרָּבא ְמָבַרְך , 

which begin a new thought. 

=== 

2. The מנהג of אשכנזים is to stand during קדיש (preferably the entire קדיש, or at least until after ְיֵהא

 is to remain in the position they are in  from ספרדים of מנהג However, the .(ְׁשֵמּה ַרָּבא ְמָבַרְך וכו' 

the תפילה preceding the קדיש. 

 

 

When קדיש is being said, stop whatever you are doing [as required by הלכה]  – including 

davening or even thinking in learning - and listen intently. 

I stopped and listened by קדיש Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

Shacharis       

Minchah       

 


