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 'ה כתה
{Lesson #15} 

Because Hashem desires His nation,  'ְּבַעּמֹוִּכי רֹוֶצה ה,  

He adorns the humble with salvation.  ִּביׁשּוָעהְיָפֵאר ֲעָנִוים.  

The pious ones will rejoice in honor,  ְּבָכבֹודַיְעְלזּו ֲחִסיִדים,  

they will sing joyously on their beds [without fear]. .ְיַרְּננּו ַעל ִמְׁשְּכבֹוָתם 

High praises of Hashem are in their throats,  ִּבְגרֹוָנםרֹוְממֹות ֵקל,  

and a double-edged sword is in their hands. ֶרב ִּפיִפּיֹות ְּבָיָדם. ְוֶחֶֽ  
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 – רוממות קל בגרונם וחרב פיפיות בידם

High praises of Hashem are in their 

throats, and a double-edged sword is 

in their hands. 

 The (ברכות דף ה'.) גמרא says that the 

double-edged sword refers to  קריאת

 which protects one who says it ,שמע

from harm. The מפרשים explain, based 

on this גמרא, that the way to 

overcome our enemies is through 

believing in, praising, and thanking 

Hashem. This ‘weapon’ is called a 

double-edged sword, because it is far 

more powerful than a regular sword. 

It can save the person who says it from 

harm all around.  

The  תהליםמדרש  quotes Hashem as 

telling the Yidden, “You praise me, 

and I will wage battle on your behalf, 

saving you from ותלג  and bondage. 

The praise of Hashem that emanates 

from our mouths is what creates the 

‘sword’ of Hashem. That is another 

reason it is called פיפיותב חר , which 

literally means “the sword of the 

mouths”! A Yid’s praises of Hashem 

are more powerful than any weapon 

in this world!  

 

Q. What is it that really protects us 

from harm, and which דוד המלך  calls a 

 ?חרב פיפיות

 

Q. Why does  דוד call it a   חרב פיפיות   

(2 meanings)? 

בגרונםרוממות קל   – 

High praises of 

Hashem are in their 

throats. 

 Usually, one talks and 

sings with his mouth. 

Why does the פסוק use 

the term “throats” 

here?  Rav Avigdor 

Miller explains that it 

refers to how one 

should feel when 

praising Hashem for 

His kindnesses. When 

a person is fully 

enthusiastic about 

what he is saying, he 

speaks with a full 

voice, emanating from 

deep within his throat. 

But when a person is 

unsure or not thinking 

about what he is 

saying, he will mumble 

it or say it quietly, 

without using his full 

voice. When we take 

the time to think about 

all that Hashem does 

for us, we will be so 

grateful that we will 

thank Hashem with full 

enthusiasm – from our 

throats! 
 

Q. When we praise 

Hashem, our praise 

should not be mumbled 

or hurried. We should 

praise Hashem with a  

_______ … 

יעלזו חסידים בכבוד ירננו על 

שכבותםמ  - The pious 

ones will rejoice in honor, 

they will sing joyously on 

their beds [without fear]. 

What is the significance of 

singing on their beds? 

The מלבי"ם offers a 

beautiful פשט. In the 

previous פסוקים, this 

 spoke about how מזמור

the righteous Yidden will 

praise Hashem with 

music and dancing. Now, 

we are stating that the joy 

they have in  praising and 

connecting with Hashem 

will be so great that it will 

carry over to when they 

rest in bed. Therefore, 

even while they are in 

their beds,  on their way 

to sleep for the night, 

they will sing to Hashem 

with tremendous 

happiness. A person can 

grow to love 'עבודת ה so 

much, that it becomes his 

greatest pleasure. Then, 

even when he relaxes, he 

will be learning Torah, 

thinking about Hashem, 

and praising Him! 

 

Q. Some people waste 

their time counting sheep 

when they lie in bed. But 

righteous Yidden do 

something constructive. 

What is it?   
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 In 1948, there was a war between the Arabs and the Jews living in ארץ ישראל. The Arabs didn’t want the 

Yidden to have the rights to any part of ארץ ישראל and waged a fierce war against them, in which many 

Yidden lost their lives. Against all odds, the outnumbered and under-armed Jews won the war. They 

were able to save themselves from destruction and were able to obtain the rights to most of Eretz 

Yisroel. 

After the war, some people who were close to the Brisker Rov were discussing the accomplishments of 

the Israeli Army. From their words, the Rov understood that they attributed some of the success to the 

army, and not completely to Hashem. 

He explained, “People think that it was the strategies and weapons which caused the Yidden to win. 

That is a mistake. It was the תהילים and the תפילות of the צדיקים and תלמידי חכמים which caused us to 

win. Everything that happens on earth is just a show of what is going on in שמים. If in שמים, Hashem 

decides to have mercy on us, then nobody can succeed against us. That Heavenly mercy is brought about 

through the תהילים and the תפילות of the צדיקים and תלמידי חכמים, not by the Israeli Army!” 

He continued, “Truthfully, it could be that no Yidden were meant to have been harmed in any way, since 

the צדיקים and תלמידי חכמים were davening to Hashem. However, some זכותים were lost because people 

believed that it is our strength that accomplishes everything, causing them to forget Hashem. If 

everyone would recognize that every single thing comes only due to our תפילות to Hashem, then we 

would have complete mercy from Hashem.” 

 

ְּבַעּמֹוִּכי רֹוֶצה ה'    - Because Hashem desires His nation. 

The מדרש תהלים explains these words to mean that although Heaven and earth, kings, empires, and all 
else praise Hashem, the only praise Hashem desires is that of His nation, the Yidden. Hashem finds our 
praise to be pleasant and sweet.  

 When a person davens, says a ברכה, or says קריאת שמע, his voice should be audible. A whisper is fine, 

as long as he can hear each word. 

 

 Look around at all the good that you have. You have relatives, friends, health, food, clothing, and a 

home, to name a few. These are all gifts from Hashem, just for your benefit. Once a day, think of 

something that you have in your life, and thank Hashem – in your own words (English is fine) - for giving 

you that thing. 
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