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 'ה כתה
{Lesson #10} 

He tells His words to [the house of] Yaakov,  ְליֲַעֹקב, ְּדָבָריוַמִּגיד  

His laws to the Yidden. .ֻחָּקיו ּוִמְׁשָּפָטיו ְלִיְׂשָרֵאל 

He did not do so for any other nation,  ָׂשה ֵכן ְלָכל ,ּגֹוילֹא ָעָֽ  

and of His laws they do not know,  ְיָדעּום, ַּבלּוִמְׁשָּפִטים  

Praise Hashem! .ַהְללּוָקּה 
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ֻחָּקיו ּוִמְׁשָּפָטיו 

 ְלִיְׂשָרֵאל.
 

All that happens in 

the world is for the 

Yidden.  Sometimes, 

Hashem will even 

send a natural 

disaster to a foreign 

nation, in which 

many people lose 

their lives, homes, 

and wealth. It is all a 

message for us to 

correct our ways 

and come closer to 

Hashem. One may 

ask that it is not fair 

for others to suffer 

on our behalf. But 

the answer is that in 

truth, those who 

suffer are deserving 

of their 

punishment. Often, 

Hashem will not 

punish a  רשע from 

another nation in 

this world, so He can 

punish him in גהנם. 

But when the 

Yidden need to be 

taught a lesson, 

Hashem will punish 

those   רשעים here so 

we can be reminded 

to do  תשובה.  

(Portraits of Prayer) 
 

Q. How would you 

imagine the Chofetz 

Chaim reacted when he 

heard about an 

earthquake in China? 

 

 

.ֻחָּקיו ּוִמְׁשָּפָטיו ְלִיְׂשָרֵאל  - His laws to 

the Yidden. 

A   חוק is a mitzvah whose reason we 

do not know or understand, while 

a   משפט  is a mitzvah whose reason 

we do know. In life, too, there are 

instances of חוק, where we simply 

cannot understand why something 

happened that way, and there are 

instances of משפט, where the 

events seem much more sensible to 

us. In the instances of חוק, it is only 

through the deep אמונה expected of 

each Yid that we remain firm in our 

trust of Hashem. And once we pass 

the test, Hashem will often show us 

how that event was indeed for our 

benefit. The חוק will have turned 

into משפט! 

In truth, almost every mitzvah, even 

those which are משפט, have an 

element of חוק to them. For 

example, to a non-frum Yid, 

Shabbos seems mysterious, possibly 

even hard. He sees so many laws 

and restrictions. Only after he 

experiences the true beauty and 

flavor of a Shabbos can he 

appreciate and begin to understand 

how magnificent the gift of Shabbos 

is! If someone never learned Torah, 

he may look at it as too challenging. 

But once someone tastes the true 

geshmak of a gemara, a Rashi, and a 

Tosafos, he knows that no delight in 

the world can remotely compare to 

it.  The חוק has turned into משפט! 

 

Q. In what way do a  חוק and משפט 

differ? How are they similar?  

 

 

 

ָׂשה ֵכן ְלָכל   ...ַמִּגיד ְּדָבָריו ְליֲַעֹקב, לֹא ָעָֽ

 He tells His words to [the - ּגֹוי

house of] Yaakov… He did not do 

so for any other nation. 

The  מצודת דוד explains that דבריו  

refers to Hashem giving us the 

Torah; His most precious word. 

We praise Hashem for giving us 

this great gift. For a tiny glimpse of 

just how special this present is: 

The נפש החיים writes that the 

Torah is a piece of Hashem. He 

adds that when even a young child 

learns Torah, Hashem learns along 

with him. He also writes that if the 

world would be without Torah for 

one moment, the world would 

cease to exist. Our Torah holds up 

the world!                   The  בעל הטורים 

adds that we praise Hashem for 

giving this gift  of Torah exclusively 

 .to the Yidden – ליעקב

The  תפלות דוד explains that  ַמִּגיד

 refer to the messages ְּדָבָריו ְליֲַעֹקב

Hashem sends  through the נביאים 

. The נביאים tell us which גזרה 

Hashem intends to send, and why.   

By doing so, Hashem gives us a 

chance to do  תשובה.  If our  תשובה 

is sincere,  Hashem annuls the  evil 

decree.  

We praise Hashem for telling His 

words to the נביאים of   יעקב. 

Rashi ( ד"ה כעת יאמר  במדבר, כ"ג, כ"ג 

 says a very similar (ליעקב

explanation on the words  כעת

    . יאמר ליעקב

Q. What does ַמִּגיד ְּדָבָריו ְליֲַעֹקב mean 

  ?(פשטים 2)
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There was a family in Eretz Yisroel that often hosted a homeless man, Morris, for meals. Morris would 

drone on endlessly each time he arrived, and only with much patience were his hosts able to deal with 

him. This went on for many years. More than once, the family wished to tell Morris not to return, but 

simply couldn’t bring themselves to do so. Finally, the day came that the family outgrew their apartment. 

They found  a larger home situated in a different neighborhood and prepared for the big move. The plan 

was to not tell Morris that they were moving. The next time he’d appear at their door, he’d be in for a 

surprise, and they’d be free from him once and for all. The plan worked. They moved to their new home 

and did not see Morris again. But instead of having him as their visitor, they soon found their home 

invaded by other visitors; namely scorpions. They were petrified. They had no idea how the scorpions 

entered their home, and despite numerous attempts of their own and of professional exterminators, 

they were unable to rid their apartment of these dangerous creatures. In desperation, the parents paid 

a visit to Rav Chaim Pinchos Scheinberg, seeking his sagacious counsel. He removed the Sefer Perek 

Shirah from his shelf, “Let’s look what the שירה of the scorpion is. Perhaps it will shed light on this bizarre 

situation.”  Soon enough, they found it. The שירה of the scorpion is  ֲַחָמיו ַעל ָּכל ַמֲעָׂשיוטֹוב ה' ַלֹּכל ְור   -  Hashem 

is good to all and His mercy is on all His works.  Rav Scheinberg said, “From here we see that the scorpion 

is sent to this world to remind people that they too must have compassion on Hashem’s creations. Is it 

possible that you did not have mercy on one of Hashem’s creatures recently?”  The couple looked at 

each other.  They had no need to hear more. They knew exactly what they did wrong! They thanked Rav 

Scheinberg, and quickly left to search Morris out. Soon enough, they found him, begged his forgiveness, 

gave him their new address, and let him know that he was always welcome in their new home. Sure 

enough, the scorpions disappeared, and Morris once again frequented their table.  

Aside from the obvious lesson of compassion we learn from this story, we also see the power of  ַמִּגיד

 Hashem tells His word to Yaakov.  This means that Hashem empowers our gedolim with -  ְּדָבָריו ְליֲַעֹקב,

special Siyata Dishmaya to guide us. When one has a dilemma, our rabbanim and gedolim are the correct 

address to turn to. They can guide us on the proper path, if we just ask and listen to them!  

 

 
The tefillos of צדיקים are extremely powerful as well. The  (בראשית כ"ח, י"ב) בעל הטורים writes that the 

word  ֻסָלם (ladder) is the same  גמטריא  as the word קול, which refers to תפילה.  This teaches us that 

the voice of the tefillos of tzaddikim are the ladder upon which the   מלאכים can climb up to  שמים  

[and advocate for the Yidden]. The   בעל הטורים adds that    תפילה is 'עבודת ה. Therefore, when one 

concentrates properly on his תפילה, he constructs the rungs of the ladder, whereupon the   מלאכים 

can climb to  שמים . 

 

 Write about a mitzvah or tefilah that you thought would be hard and you weren’t interested in doing. 

However, once you did it, it was much better than you thought, and you were so happy you did it! 

(Use a separate sheet of paper.) 

 


