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 'ד כתה
{Lesson #15} 

נּוִיְׁשַּתַּבח ִׁשְמָך ָלַעד  ֵֽ ַמְלּכ   - Your name shall be praised 

forever, our King.  We are declaring that though we have completed 

, in truth Hashem’s praises continue on forever. (Rav Avigdor Miller) 

 ישתבח

 

Your name shall be praised forever – our King  נּוִיְׁשַּתַּבח ִׁשְמָך ָלַעד ֵֽ ַמְלּכ   

The Mighty Hashem, the great and holy King ֶלְך ַהָּגדֹול ְוַהָּקדֹוׁש ל ַהֶּמֵֽ  ָהק 

In the heavens and earth  ֶרץַּבָּׁשַמִים ּוָבָאֵֽ  

Because to You it is fitting ִּכי ְלָך ָנֶאה 

Hashem, our Hashem, and the Hashem of our fathers ינּו ֵֽ י ֲאבֹות  ינּו ו אֹלק   ה' ֱאֹלק 
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 Because - ִּכי ְלָך ָנֶאה

to You it is fitting. 

 

The word ָנֶאה can 

mean beautiful and 

it can also mean 

fitting, as in  כלה

 ,Here . נאה וחסודה

we will use 

“fitting”.  We are 

about to say 15 

special praises to 

Hashem in this 

 and before ,ברכה

we do so, we 

declare that these 

praises are so 

fitting to Hashem. 

There are no 

exaggerations. 

Each praise is a 

perfect description 

of another aspect 

of Hashem’s 

greatness. 

 

(Rav Schwab) 

 

 

ַהָּגדֹול ְוַהָּקדֹוׁש ַּבָּׁשַמִים 

ֶרץ  the great and - ּוָבָאֵֽ

holy King in the 

heavens and earth. 

 

It is very clear to us that 

Hashem is very great 

and mighty in שמים. But 

there are those who 

may not recognize His 

greatness and might 

here on Earth.  

On the other hand, it is 

very clear to us that 

Hashem is much holier 

than anything on Earth. 

But we may have a 

harder time realizing 

just how much holier He 

is than the מלאכים in 

 .שמים

In this שבח, we say:  the 

great and holy King in 

the heavens and earth. 

We are declaring that 

just as we all know that 

Hashem is great and 

mighty in שמים, so too is 

He great and mighty on 

Earth. And just as 

Hashem is far holier 

than anything on Earth, 

so too is He far holier 

than the מלאכים or 

anything else is שמים.  

 

 

 ,the Mighty Hashem - הקל המלך

the great and holy King. 

 

 We say the words  הקל המלך  

or   מלך  קל    three times in the ברכה 

of  ישתבח; the concluding ברכה of 

פסוקי  “  The words .פסוקי דזמרה

 ,”mean “verses of praise ”דזמרה

and that aptly describes what 

 is.  It is an introduction  פסוקי דזמרה

of song and praise to Hashem, 

preparing us for שמע and שמונה 

 which are the main parts of ,עשרה

davening. 

The ספרים הקדושים compare תפלה 

to the עבודה in the בית המקדש.  

When a person davens פסוקי דזמרה 

it is as if he is in the אולם, the 

entrance hall leading to the היכל. 

 When he says ישתבח, he is 

leaving the אולם and entering the 

 he ,היכל When one enters the .היכל

faces three of the main כלים in the 

 ,שלחן the ,מזבח the – בית המקדש

and the מנורה.  Therefore, when 

one says ישתבח and is about to 

start ברכת קריאת שמע, he says the 

words מלך  קל /הקל המלך    three 

times, alluding to those three כלים.   

When we daven ישתבח, let us 

consciously prepare for the next 

step of שמע - תפלה and  שמונה

 one - ”היכל“ which are  the – עשרה

step closer to Hashem.      

            (Rav Schwab) 
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Someone once saw Rav Nosson Wachtfogel, mashgiach of Beis Medrash Govoha Lakewood, 
davening at a 7 o’clock Shacharis minyan. But when this same person peeked into the 8 o’clock 
minyan, he noticed that Rav Nosson seemed to be davening a second time, with his siddur open 
to פסוקי דזמרה.  
Later, he asked R’ Nosson, “Why was the mashgiach (when we speak to a rebbi or a tzaddik, we address 

him in third-person) davening a second time?” R’ Nosson answered, “The words of פסוקי דזמרה are 
so beautiful and meaningful. I felt a great desire to repeat them, in thanks and praise to 
Hashem!” (Of course, he did not repeat any ברכות.) 
Rav Nosson understood how fitting and fortunate  it is to praise Hashem, and simply couldn’t 
get enough of it! 
 

 

The words  נּו מַ ַעד לָ ְמָך ִׁש ֵֽ להָ ְלּכ  ק   are the ראשי תיבות of  שלמה. The כל בו states that 

 states that the author of אבודרהם The  !שלמה  המלך  was authored by ישתבח

 המלך  and he dedicated it to the honor of ,שלמה was someone named ישתבח

  !אברהם אבינו Rav Chaim Vital writes that the author was none other than   . שלמה 

  

  

 

One must stand while reciting ישתבח.  

One is permitted to answer אמן to any ברכה during ישתבח. 

 

 Stand respectfully while saying the entire ישתבח. You are standing before a King, praising Him! 

 

 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri 

I stood respectfully during 

 ישתבח

      

 


