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 ' גכתה 
{Lesson #14} 

 בנין ירושלים
We daven that Hashem should rebuild ירושלים soon, in our lifetime. 

 

And to Yerushalayim  Your city ִים ִעיְרָך ַֽ  ְוִלירּוָׁשל 

with mercy ֲחִמים  ְּבר 

You should return, ,ָּתׁשּוב 

and You should rest ְוִתְׁשּכֹון 

within it ְּבתֹוָכּה 

as You have spoken, ,ְרָּת  ַּכֲאֶׁשר ִּדַּבַֽ

and build it ּוְבֵנה אֹוָתּה 

soon ְּבָקרֹוב 

in our lifetime ינּו  ְּבָיֵמַֽ

as an everlasting building, ,ִּבְנַין עֹוָלם 

and the throne of Dovid ְוִכֵּסא ָדִוד 

quickly ְמֵהָרה 

You should establish within it. .ְלתֹוָכּה ָּתִכין 

Hashem, You are the source of all ָּתה ה',  ,ברכה  ָּברּוְך א 

the Builder of Yerushalayim. .ּבֹוֵנה ְירֹּוָשָלִים 
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 as an - בנין עולם

everlasting building. 

 

We daven to Hashem 

that once He builds 

Yerushalayim and the 

Beis Hamikdash again, 

they should never be 

destroyed. They 

should be everlasting 

and eternal. 

This is as Hashem 

swore, that He will 

build Yerushalayim of 

the future in שמים and 

bring it down to this 

world already built. He 

swore that it will never 

be destroyed, and the 

Yidden will never go 

into גלות again. 

 

 (זוהר, וירא קי"ד)

 soon, in – בקרוב בימינו

our lifetime. 

The גמרא tells us that if 

we are worthy, then 

 will come before משיח 

his appointed time. If 

we are not worthy, 

then he will come at 

the appointed time. 

The גמרא also tells us 

that preceding  משיח’s 

arrival, many tragedies 

will befall the Yidden. 

The Brisker Rav states 

that those tragedies 

are only if  משיח will 

come at the appointed 

time. However, if he 

comes early, no 

tragedies will befall us. 

This is true even if he 

comes just a few 

moments earlier than 

he is supposed to. 

Therefore, it’s so 

important for us to 

earn זכותים and to 

daven that he should 

come early. 

 

 

 - ולירושלים עירך ברחמים תשוב

and return us to Your city 

Yerushalayim. 

We must daven intensely for 

the building of Yerushalayim, 

the Beis Hamikdash, and the 

return of Dovid’s throne. 

Without them, we are 

incomplete. 

The גמרא tells us that Hashem 

will bring beautiful stones and 

diamonds 30 אמות x 30 אמות in 

size. He will use them to carve 

out doorways that are 20 אמות 

high x 10 אמות wide and place 

them at the entranceways to 

Yerushalayim. Rav Schwab 

explains these stones are 

 stones. How are these רוחניות

stones created? They are 

created through our  תפילות 

and our tears. Every time we 

daven to Hashem to rebuild 

the בית המקדש, a new 

diamond is created. Hashem 

will take every one of those 

diamonds and use them to 

rebuild Yerushalayim and the 

Beis Hamikdash. 
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Seven days before Yom Kippur, all the Yidden would accompany the כהן גדול to the בית המקדש as he began 

preparations for Yom Kippur. The king and all his royal ministers were at the head of the procession. Following were 

36,000 Levi’im dressed in light-blue silk. Next came 24,000 Kohanim dressed in white silk. Then came singers, 

musicians, and all those who had jobs in the בית המקדש. Next were the seventy members of the Sanhedrin and the 

chachamim. Next came one hundred Kohanim carrying silver rods, which were used to make way for the גדול כהן . He, 

in turn, was followed by all the important elders of the Kehunah. This impressive procession reached the בית המקדש. 

The כהן גדול then bowed before the nation and parted from them with tears and with fear. He made his way to his 

chambers in the בית המקדש where he would remain until Yom Kippur. 

On the night of Yom Kippur, the כהן גדול would remain awake the entire night. Several Kohanim learned with him to 

make sure he did not fall asleep. In fact, the entire city of Yerushalayim was filled with sounds of Torah learning all 

night. At the first signs of morning, the Ezras Yisroel would fill with many, many Yidden. The כהן גדול began the avodah 

of the korbanos. He brought all the korbanos of the day - fifteen in total -  by himself. He brought ketores three times. 

He said vidui three times - for his own aveiros, for the aveiros of the Kohanim, and for the aveiros of all the Yidden. 

He changed his clothes five times this day, alternating from gold to white and from white to gold. Each time he 

changed his clothes, he would immerse in the mikveh. 

The climax of Yom Kippur was when the כהן גדול entered the Kodesh Hakadashim, which he did a total of four times 

on this day. The entire nation would wait in fear and trepidation for him to emerge safely and would breathe a sigh 

of relief each time he emerged alive. At the entrance of the בית המקדש there was a scarlet wool cord hanging. If it 

turned white, it was a miraculous sign that the Yidden’s aveiros were forgiven. Another great נס  took place on Yom 

Kippur. From early morning until late at night the Kohanim, Levi’im, and all the Yidden stood still and gazed at the כהן 

 doing the avodah. They did not utter a single word or move even slightly. They did not feel hungry, thirsty, or גדול

tired at all. 

During the day of Yom Kippur, the כהן גדול would utter the heiligeh Shem Hameforash ten times! Each time the Yidden 

would hear Hashem’s heiligeh name, they would bow down and say, “ברוך שם כבוד מלכותו לעולם ועד!” Although they 

stood crowded in the עזרה, another great נס  occurred: when they bowed, there was suddenly a space of four amos 

on each side of each person so that no one would hear what the other was saying as he said vidui on his aveiros. 

At the end of Yom Kippur, the גדול כהן  took leave of the בית המקדש and all the Yidden felt clean and purified. The 

Yidden gathered around the גדול כהן , whose face radiated love and pure joy, and they accompanied him home amidst 

-  great singing and dancing.                   May we be זוכה to again see this great עבודה take place! 

 

 
The גמרא writes that besides for the physical ירושלים, there is also a ירושלים in שמים. Hashem declares, “I will 

not enter the ירושלים של מעלה before I enter ירושלים של מטה.”  When we are davening for ירושלים to be rebuilt, 

we are also davening for the ירושלים in שמים to be completed. 

 While we are in גלות, we do many things to remind us of the בית המקדש. One example is that a חתן places 
ashes on his head before his חופה. And under the חופה, he breaks a glass. These acts remind the חתן and כלה 
and their guests that the שמחה is not complete because we still don’t have the בית המקדש. This is based on a 
pasuk  (תהלים קל"ז):      ִּתְדַּבק־ְלׁשֹוִני ְלִחִּכי ִאם־לֹא ֶאְזְּכֵרִכי ִאם־לֹא ַאֲעֶלה ֶאת־ְירּוָׁשַלם ַעל  ְיִמיִני:ִאם־ֶאְׁשָּכֵחְך ְירּוָׁשָלם ִּתְׁשַּכח
 (רמ"א סי' תק"ס)                    רֹאׁש ִׂשְמָחִתי:

 
It is a מצוה to do whatever we can to help rebuild the בית המקדש. Let’s daven at least once a day, “Hashem, 

please rebuild ירושלים and the בית המקדש, and restore the throne of דוד המלך”    


