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 'גכתה 
{Lesson #12} 

 ברכת המינים
We ask Hashem to rid the world of רשעים. 

 

And to those informers [who speak against us]  ְוַלַּמְלִׁשיִנים 

let there be no hope, ַאל ְּתִהי ִתְקָוה,  

and all the wickedness ְוָכל ָהִרְׁשָעה 

in a moment ַגע ֶֽ  ְּכר 

shall be destroyed, תֹאֵבד,  

and all Your enemies ְוָכל אֹוְיֶבָך 

quickly ְמֵהָרה 

should be cut down, תּו ,ִיָּכֵרֵֽ  

and those who purposely sin                                                     
[by bothering or negatively influencing other Yidden] 

 ְוַהֵּזִדים

quickly ְמֵהָרה 

may You uproot ְתַעֵּקר 

and break ּוְתַׁשֵּבר 

and throw down ּוְתַמֵּגר 

and humble,  ַיע  ְוַתְכִנֵֽ

quickly ִּבְמֵהָרה 

in our days. ינּו . ְבָיֵמֵֽ  

Hashem, You are the source of all ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה ,ברכה,'  

Who breaks enemies ֹשֹוֵבר ֹאְיִבים 

and humbles  ַיע  ּוַמְכִנֶֽ

those who purposely sin. 
[by bothering or negatively influencing other Yidden] 

. ֵזִדים  
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 וכל הרשעה כרגע תאבד

- And all the 

wickedness shall be 

lost in a moment. 

The '(ברכות י.) גמ 

brings a story of wild 

people who would 

bother the tanna 

Rabbi Meir.  They 

bothered him so 

much that he finally 

davened that they 

should die. But his 

wife הברורי  said to 

him, based on a פסוק 

, “We should not 

daven that רשעים 

should die. Instead, 

we should daven that 

they stop doing 

 So, Rabbi ”.עבירות

Meir davened for 

them that they do 

  .and they did ,תשובה

Here too, we are not 

necessarily davening 

that the רשעים should 

die.  Rather, we’re 

davening that they 

should do תשובה, and 

the wickedness will 

thereby be lost. 

 )מספר עיון תפילה(

 

 - ולמלשינים אל תהי תקוה

and to those informers 

who speak against us, 

let there be no hope. 

 Who are the informers 

we are talking about? 

Rav Schwab writes that 

there were a group of 

Yidden who believed in 

a terrible רשע named 

 even ,י'שו הנ'וצרי

claiming he was משיח. 

They would also inform 

the Roman government 

of different “crimes” 

the regular Yidden were 

doing, to find favor in 

their eyes. This wicked 

group was so powerful 

that the חכמים added a 

 ,שמונה עשרה to ברכה

asking Hashem to save 

us from them. This ברכה 

was so effective that 

within a short time, 

these people lost their 

power, and only גוים 

followed them. We see 

from this how powerful 

our תפילות are! 

 

The נוסח of this ברכה was 

composed by שמואל הקטן 

through רוח הקודש, and was 

added in to שמונה עשרה 

after the חורבן of the  בית

 ברכה This new .המקדש

brings the total number of 

 to שמונה עשרה in ברכות

nineteen.  

The משנה in ד', ) מסכת    אבות

 שמואל הקטן says that (כ"ד

would constantly learn and 

teach others the פסוק of, 

 Do – בנפול אויביך אל תשמח...

not be happy when your 

enemy falls.  The רינת חיים 

writes that this is why  

 was chosen to שמואל הקטן

compose the ברכה of 

 Because he was .ולמלשינים

so careful to never feel joy 

at another’s pain, even an 

enemy, he was able to 

compose a ברכה davening 

for the downfall of רשעים .  

This teaches us that even 

when we daven for the 

downfall of a רשע, we 

should do so לשם שמים 

(being that Hashem 

despises רשעים), not out of 

personal hate or revenge 

 .ח"ו
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 Rav Yehoshua Liff, the rosh yeshivah of Ner Yaakov, recounts, “In 1993, I prepared to move my yeshivah 

into a new building in the Katamon section of Yerushalayim. We signed a rental agreement, invested a 

lot of money on renovations, and prepared for the upcoming z’man. But, with just a few days remaining 

to the beginning of the z’man, we were informed that the building was zoned for a residence, not a 

school. The building had been used by irreligious schools for the last fifteen years, with no complaints 

from the city officials or any neighbors. However, now that a frum school was coming, irreligious 

neighbors hurried to court to place an injunction against us. We were forced to halt renovations and 

were not allowed to move the yeshivah inside. 

A court date was set for Erev Shabbos, י' אלול. I hurried over to Rav Shlomo Zalman Aurbach after 

Shacharis that morning, asking him for a berachah and advise. His response was simply, “Mir darf 

davenen, mir darf davenen – We must daven, we must daven”. I took his words to heart, and daven I 

did.  

The judge entered the courtroom, and after hearing the case, declared a court recess. The recess lasted 

for two hours, during which I davened very intensely and without interruption. Finally, the judge re-

entered the room.  Unexpectedly and miraculously, he ruled in favor of the yeshivah!  

By the time the trial ended, it was 2:30 PM on Erev Shabbos. I rushed to call Rav Shlomo Zalman’s home, 

to share the great news with him. His grandson answered the phone, and I told him, ‘Tell your zeide 

that, b’chasdei Hashem, we won the case!’ The grandson replied, ‘My grandfather has not stopped 

davening since your conversation this morning.’   

I suddenly realized that when Rav Shlomo Zalman had told me, ‘Mir darf davenen, mir darf davenen’, 

he did not mean that I should daven while he sits back and awaits results. He meant very literally that 

we both have to daven.”   

Hashem answered the tefillos of the frum Yidden against those Jews who opposed their service to Him. 

 

 Who was שמואל הקטן? The 'גמ tells us that a בת קול once called out from שמים , “There is a person 

who is worthy of the שכינה resting on him, but the generation is not worthy enough to allow it.” That 

person was שמואל הקטן. 

 While saying the words והזדים מהרה תעקר - and those who purposely sin, quickly may You uproot, one 

should have in mind that the זדים also refer to עמלק. By thinking this, one fulfills the mitzvah of 

remembering what  עמלק did to us when we left (יערות דבש, ועיי"'ש עוד)        .מצרים 

 Daven for irreligious Yidden to become  בעלי תשובה and for people who are not careful with all the  

 properly and happily. You can also daven for yourself   מצות  that they should start keeping the  מצות 

to become a better  Yid. 


