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 'ב כתה
{Lesson # 15} 

 

And you should teach them ׀  ׀ ֹאָתם ְוִלַּמְדֶּתם  

to your children ֶאת ְּבֵניֶכם 

to speak in them, ,ְלַדֵּבר ָּבם 

when you sit in your house, ,ָך  ְּבִׁשְבְּתָך ְּבֵביֶתֶֽ

and when you walk on the way, ,ֶרְך  ּוְבֶלְכְּתָך ַבֶּדֶֽ

and when you lie down, ,ּוְבָׁשְכְּבָך 

and when you rise. .ָך  ּוְבקּוֶמֶֽ

And you should write them ׀ ּוְכַתְבָּתם  

on the doorposts of your house, ָך  ַעל ְמזּוזֹות ֵּביֶתֶֽ

and of your gates. .יָך  ּוִבְׁשָעֶרֶֽ
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בשבתך בביתך ובלכתך 

מזוזת וכו'וכו' וכתבתם על   

- when you sit in your 

house and when you 

walk on the way… And 

you should write them 

on the doorposts of 

your house… 

The תורה is teaching us 

that we should 

constantly be busy 

learning Torah and 

doing מצות throughout 

the entire day. 

Having מזוזות on our 

doorposts is a means 

of making sure that we 

will be occupied with  

Torah and מצות. It 

constantly reminds us 

to learn Torah and do 

mitzvos.  It also 

protects us from doing 

 leaving us ,עבירות

more time for Torah 

and מצות, which earn 

us  עולם הבא. 

חינוך מצוה ט"ז ודעת חכמה  'עי

 ומוסר חי"א מאמר צ"ט

 

 

בם בשבתך ְלַדֵּבר 

 to speak in - וכו'

them when you 

sit in your house… 

Rav Simcha Zissel 

of Kelm writes  

בשם ספר מעלות 

 that the התורה

  is ְלַדֵּבר  of שרש

 can שרש This .דבר

also mean 

 – "הנהגה"

“action”1.  The 

Torah is hinting to 

us that not only 

must we speak in 

Torah, but all our 

actions must be 

performed in 

accordance with 

the Torah as well. 

עי' רש"י, דברים  1

ל"א, ז, סו"ד, "דבר א' 

לדור ולא ב' דברים 

 לדור".

 

ולמדתם אתם את בניכם לדבר 

בם בשבתך בביתך ובלכתך 

 And you should - בדרך 

teach them to your 

children, to speak in them 

when you sit in your 

house and when you walk 

on the way… 

 The תורה teaches us that 

there is a special מצוה for 

a person to  “speak in 

them” to his children 

while he is in his house or 

traveling on the way. חז"ל 

teach us that “them” 

refers to the words of 

Torah. There is a special 

 for a person to teach מצוה

Torah to his children.    If 

so, why didn’t Hashem 

simply write, “Teach your 

children תורה”? Why did 

He write, “Teach your 

children to ‘speak’ 

them”?   חז"ל explain that 

Hashem  is teaching us an 

important lesson. The 

main speaking that a 

person does should be 

words of Torah. 
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 When World War II broke out, the Brisker Rav traveled by horse-and-buggy to Bialystok  

to catch a train. On the way, he asked the wagon driver to stop, so he could daven מנחה. 

The other passengers argued that it was a סכנה, too dangerous to stop and delay their 

escape. So, the Brisker Rav said, “OK. Let me off. I will daven on the roadside alone, and 

the wagon can continue on without me.” At the end, the other passengers decided to 

wait for the Brisker Rav.  When they arrived at the next town, they learned that the 

Germans had just passed through and killed all the Yidden of the town. Had the wagon 

arrived a few minutes earlier, they would’ve shared the same bitter fate. The people on 

the wagon thought that Brisker Rav was a בעל מופת, a miracle worker. But he explained, 

“No, I am not a miracle worker. My חשבון was that no matter what we do, we are in a  

 in סכנה now. The Germans could be anywhere. As far as we know, there is no more סכנה

one place over the other. Therefore, we may as well stop the wagon so we can daven 

  ”.properly מנחה

We can learn from this amazing story that when one does what he understands to be the 

most pleasing in Hashem’s eyes, he will not lose. Here, the Brisker Rav was willing to be 

left on the roadside alone to daven a tefillas Minchah in the way that he understood to 

be most ideal.  This decision saved not only his life, but the lives of all his fellow 

passengers.    As we learned in the התעוררות בתפילה above, our constant focus must be 

on learning Torah and performing mitzvos to the best of our ability. 

 Do you know why we put our מזוזות on our doorposts on a slant? There is a מחלקת if 

the מזוזה should be in a horizontal or vertical position. We put it on a slant to be יוצא 

both שיטות. 

 
 
The גמרא states that when a person says שמע, he must be very careful to say every word 

correctly. We must be extra careful not to connect words like ֹאָתם  ְוִלַּמְדֶּתם .  The גמרא adds that 

if someone is very careful with the words of שמע, even if he did עבירות and must go to גיהנום, 

the fire of גיהנום will be cooled off for him. 

כ"ג, סי' ס"ב סעיף א'(-)גמ' ברכות טו: שו"ע סי' ס"א סעיף ט"ו  

 
Tell  רבי  of a time that you wanted to say or do something, but changed your mind 

because you realized it was not the right thing to do. [Remember, our speech and 

actions must be in accordance with the תורה.] 


