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 'ב כתה
{Lesson #14} 

This פסוק discusses the חיוב of  מצותקבלת עול ; the main focus of 

 .תפילין of מצוה It also re-mentions the  .והיה אם שמוע

 

And you should put these words of mine ֶּלה׀  ְוַׂשְמֶּתם ֶאת ְּדָבַרי ֵֽ א   

on your hearts and on your souls, ׀ ְלַבְבֶכם ְוַעל ַנְפְׁשֶכם, ַעל  

and you should tie them for a sign ׀ ֹאָתם  ְלאֹות ּוְקַׁשְרֶּתם  

on your hands, ,׀ ַעל ֶיְדֶכם 

and they should be for tefilin between your eyes. ין יֶכם.׀  ְוָהיּו ְלטֹוָטֹפת ּב  ינ  ע   
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This פסוק tells us 

about the מצוה of 

wearing תפילין 

although we already 

learned it in  ואהבת.  

The reason for this is 

that from the פסוק of 

 we ,ואהבת in וקשרתם

learn that we must 

insert the פסוקים of 

 ,תפילין in our שמע

and from this פסוק 

we learn to insert 

the פסוקים of  והיה

 in our אם שמוע

  .תפילין

 The messages of 

 to – והיה אם שמוע

learn תורה, to 

perform מצות, and 

the dangers of not 

doing so – are so 

important, that the 

 says to insert תורה

them in our  יליןתפ .  

Wearing  תפילין with 

these פסוקים  serves 

as a constant 

reminder for us. 

 

The תורה tells us in 

this פסוק to be 

 so מקבל עול מצות

that we should not 

  be punished by ח"ו

drought, famine, 

or גלות, which we 

just learned about.  

Instead, we will get 

the ברכות of 

rainfall, abundance 

of food, and 

everything that we 

need. Hashem 

does not want to 

punish us, so He is 

directing us to do 

that which will 

bring good to us, 

and to stay away 

from that which 

will bring 

punishment upon 

us. 

 
)אבן עזרא, ורמב"ן בפירושו 

 השני(

 

The פסוקים in  והיה אם

 until here שמוע

discussed the 

importance of doing 

 the reward that ,מצות

Hashem gives us for 

doing them, and the 

punishment He gives us 

for not doing them. 

  Once we’ve learned 

these concepts, the 

Torah now tells us that 

every Yid must be  מקבל

 This means .עול מצות

that every Yid must 

accept upon himself a 

commitment to fulfill all 

the  מצות at all times.  

 When we say this פסוק 

we should think about 

this important 

commitment. 

 
)יש כמה ביאורים בפסוק זה, ומש"כ 

שהוא קבלת עול מצות, כן איתא 

בחרדים פרק א', ח"ח ספר חובת 

השמירה פרק ז', ח"ח ספר כבוד 

 שמים פרק ד'.(
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Tzvi was a young boy who loved to learn Torah. When he became  בר מצוה, his father bought 

him a pair of תפילין, and taught him how to wear them. At about the same time, Tzvi began 

having difficulty understanding the gemara he was learning in Yeshivah. His rebbi repeated each 

part several times, but Tzvi still could not understand it. Sadly, Tzvi soon lost interest in his 

learning. His father brought him to his Rosh Yeshivah to ask his advice, and he suggested that 

Tzvi’s  תפילין be checked. After all, before his בר מצוה , he understood his gemara well, and only 

afterwards did the problems begin. Tzvi’s father brought the תפילין to a סופר to check them. The 

 and could not believe what he saw. They were empty!  Whoever prepared  בתים opened the סופר

the תפילין, forgot to put in the פרשיות ! The סופר immediately put in the פרשיות, and sure enough, 

with Hashem’s help , Tzvi was once again able to understand his gemara well! Once again, he 

loved to learn Torah and go to yeshivah!   

There are many such stories, where the status of one’s תפילין or מזוזות had an effect on them. 

 This area  is only one example of how our  רוחניות matters have a very real and direct effect on 

our lives. 

 

 The חפץ חיים writes that a person should know what all the מצות are, so when he is 

 תורה in the (613) תרי"ג מצות he knows what he is accepting.  There are ,מקבל עול מצות

בית  However, today that we do not have a  .מצות לא תעשה and 365 מצות עשה 248 -

 that we cannot do, as we mentioned מצות there are many גלות and we are in המקדש

in the past Lesson.  The חפץ חיים listed the מצות that we can still do today (in his  ספר

          .מצות לא תעשה and 194 are מצות עשה of these are 77  .מצות at  271 (המצות הקצר

How many can you name? 

 

 

One should touch his של יד תפילין  when saying  אותם לאות על ידכם שרתםקו  and his  של תפילין 

ם ן עיניכוהיו לטוטפות בי  when saying ראש  to then kiss his fingers מנהג There is a .(שו"ע ס"א, כ"ה) 

that touched them.  By touching them, he reminds himself of his תפילין. By kissing his fingers 

he is expressing his love of these special מצוות.  

One does likewise when he says the similar פסוקים in the first פרשה of שמע. 

 When saying this פסוק, have in mind that you will keep all the מצוות  to the best of your 

ability. 




