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'ב כתה
{Lesson #13} 

In this פסוק we learn what Hashem will do to us if we חס ושלום 
turn away from Him to serve ע"ז. 

1) There will be no rain.
2) Nothing will grow.
3) We will be forced to leave  ארץ ישראל, and we will be sent into גלות. 

And Hashem’s anger will burn against you ׀ ַאף ה' ָּבֶכם, ְוָחָרה  

and He will close the heaven ִים ְוָעַצר ׀ ֶאת ַהָּׁשַמַֽ  

and there will be no rain, ,ְולֹא ִיְהֶיה ָמָטר 

and the earth will not give its produce, ,ְוָהֲאָדָמה לֹא ִתֵּתן ֶאת ְיבּוָלּה 

and you will quickly be driven away ׀ ְמֵהָרה ַוֲאַבְדֶּתם  

from the good land ֶרץ ַהֹּטָבה   ֵמַעל ָהָאַֽ

that Hashem gives you. ׀ ה' ֹנֵתן ָלֶכם. ֲאֶׁשר ׀  
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If removing the ברכות 
from us does not remind 
us to do תשובה, Hashem 
is then forced to bring 
the third  punishment – 
 If we cannot  .גלות
behave properly while 
we are in ארץ ישראל  -
Hashem’s palace , then 
we cannot stay there. 
The גוים will drive us out 
of ארץ ישראל and we will 
be forced to live in the 
lands of other nations. 
While we were living in 
 we were able ,ארץ ישראל
to live proudly like 
Yidden, unafraid to keep 
the Torah and mitzvos. 
But in גלות, the 
governments can 
decree mean גזירות on 
us, making it difficult for 
us to keep the Torah.  
When Yidden lived in 
 one could see ,ארץ ישראל
Yidden learning תורה 
everywhere. There were 
ורהת teaching רביים  to 
thousands of talmidim, 
  עבודה performing כהנים
in the בית המקדש, and 
 There .שירה singing לויים
are also many mitzvos 
that are exclusive to  ארץ
בית    and the ישראל
 When we were  .המקדש
in  ארץ ישראל, we were  
able to keep all the 
 we גלות but in ,מצוות
cannot do many of 
them. 

 

The second punishment 
is that the ground will 
not give forth any 
produce. Even if we 
attempt to irrigate our 
fields from a river 
because there will be no 
rain, Hashem will not 
allow it to grow. This is 
to remind us that 
Hashem is in charge, and 
we must do תשובה for 
Hashem to give us what 
we need. Let’s explain 
with a משל: 

There was a boy who 
asked his father to 
borrow his saw to cut 
some wood. “Sure”, said 
the father. “But be very 
careful when using it, as 
the blade is very sharp.” 
The boy took the saw, 
and at first, he was very 
careful. But after a while, 
he became a bit 
arrogant, and began 
sawing quickly and 
carelessly. Sure enough, 
before long, he cut his 
fingers. His father had no 
choice but to take the 
saw away.  
  So too, Hashem gives us 
very special ברכות and 
privileges in ארץ ישראל. 
But when we start 
“cutting ourselves” with 
the ברכות and privileges , 
and we stop or even 
weaken our  'עבודת ה 
because of them, 
Hashem has no choice 
but to remove them 
from us.  

 

The first punishment mentioned 
here is that Hashem will close the 
skies, and withhold the rain –  ועצר
 Rain .את השמים ולא יהי' מטר
sustains life, and without it, 
humans, animals, and crops 
cannot survive. Grains, fruits, and 
vegetables, all need water to grow. 
Animals need water to live so they 
can produce meat, milk, eggs, 
wool, and more.  And most of all, 
humans need water to drink, to 
cook, to bathe, and to wash their 
clothes. When rain does not fall, 
the rivers and lakes slowly dry out, 
and a drought comes. Worry 
begins to fill our hearts, because 
we know that rain is completely in 
the hands of Hashem, and it is 
impossible to bring it on our own. 
Therefore, we turn to Hashem to 
daven and to do תשובה. 

We commit עבירות because we 
have too much good, and we feel 
haughty and over-confident. 
When Hashem removes the good, 
we are humbled. Then, we are able 
to realize our mistakes and do 
 A punishment such as this .תשובה
is actually a  חסד of Hashem.   

Many years ago, there lived a 
Jewish king named אחאב. He was a 
 He teased .ע"ז who served רשע
 who lived at the same ,אליהו הנביא
time as him. “Look, we serve ע"ז 
and we still have rain. The words of 
the Torah did not come true.” This 
made אליהו הנביא very upset. How 
dare אחאב make fun of the Torah?  
 swore that there would be no אליהו
rain, and for three years, no rain 
fell. Finally, the people did  תשובה, 
and rain fell once again. 
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 When a Yid davens properly, he realizes that he is talking to Hashem. He recognizes that 

Hashem is the one who gives him everything that he has, including many extra gifts 

throughout each day. He is so grateful to Hashem for all the good He does for him. After 

davening so well and reaching this strong sense of hakaras hatov, he says, “I feel a bit 

ashamed to constantly ask Hashem for food, health, and all else when I don’t even keep 

all the מצוות properly.”  So, he says to himself, “From now on, I will act better, and I will 

be more careful with Hashem’s מצוות.”  It turns out that by simply davening properly, he 

is always in a state of תשובה and he becomes a much better Yid. The יצר הרע will not be 

able to influence such a person to drift away from Hashem and get punished. 

 
Did you know: There are many  מצוות that we can do only when we live in ארץ ישראל, 

and even more  מצוות  that we can do only when we have the  בית המקדש.  When we 

are in גלות we cannot perform these  מצוות . Let us daven to Hashem to bring משיח 

and rebuild the  בית המקדש speedily in our day. Let us also do the will of Hashem to 

the best of our abilities. That will surely bring  משיח closer. 

 
When one says קריאת שמע, he should take extreme care to pronounce each word 

correctly, not blending into nearby words. For example, one should separate "ַוֲאַבְדֶּתם" 

from "מהרה", so as not to swallow the מ of "מהרה". Extra care should be taken to 

separate the words "וחרה" and "אף" so they do not sound like "ְוָחַרף", which means a 

curse. 

 

 Be careful to pronounce the words of שמע, and especially this פסוק, carefully.        

Notice the vertical lines between certain words of שמע  in the Siddur [and in the 

Lessons]. Those סיקפ  lines are “separation lines” to remind you to pause slightly 

between those words. 


