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 'ב כתה
{Lesson #12} 

After the Torah said the תנאי and the שכר , it  now says the 

 :(warning) התראה

Watch yourselves - ִהָּׁשְמרּו ָלֶכם 

maybe your hearts will be swayed ,ֶּפן ִיְפֶּתה ְלַבְבֶכם 

and you will turn away ְוַסְרֶּתם 

and you will serve ׀ ֲאֵחִרים ׀ ֱאֹלִהים ַוֲעַבְדֶּתם ַעבֹוָדה ָזָרה  

and you will bow down to them. .ְוִהְׁשַּתֲחִויֶתם ָלֶהם 
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 .עבודה זרה - אלהים אחרים

 means אחרים  .אלהים אחרים is called עבודה זרה
different, or strange. The גוים call out to their 
 and they don’t answer. It is as if (idols) געטשקעס
they are talking to strangers who don’t recognize 
or care about them. 

The ש מדר  tells us: Many years ago, a ship was 
sailing across the sea.  Many passengers - all idol 
worshippers, were on board. Some had gold idols, 
some had silver idols, and some had wooden idols.  
The only exception was a Jewish boy, who 
believed in Hashem. He was traveling home alone 
from a faraway country, and was very lonely.  One 
day a sudden storm arose at sea.  The ship was 
being tossed about by the mighty waves and 
winds, and the terrified passengers feared for 
their lives. They all took out their idols and prayed 
to them, but to no avail.  The storm grew stronger 
by the minute, and they realized that their idols 
were helpless.  They turned to the Jewish boy and 
said, “Pray to your Hashem.  He is known to 
answer the prayers of a Jew”.   The boy davened, 
“Please Hashem, save us! Command the sea and 
the winds to quiet down so that I can reach home 
safely.  Those strange idols cannot help, but You 
can!”  Hashem had mercy and accepted his תפילות.   
The winds stopped, the ocean calmed down, and 
the ship continued on its way. Shortly thereafter, 
the ship stopped at a port for a short rest. The 
passengers disembarked to buy food, but the boy 
remained aboard the ship. The passengers called 
to him, “Come with us. We still have a long journey 
ahead before reaching home. Please buy yourself 
some fruits and sweets.” But the boy said, “I am 
all alone. I don’t have family or friends with whom 
to go.” The other passengers exclaimed, “No, no. 
You are not alone. It is we who are alone. We 
realize now that our idols cannot help us in any 
way, so although we have each other, we are 
frightened and alone. But you are fortunate, 
because wherever you are, your Hashem is with 
you.”       What a  דוש ה'ק  the boy made with his 
 !תפילות

 

׀  ְוַסְרֶּתם ַוֲעַבְדֶּתם
׀ ֲאֵחִרים ֱאֹלִהים  - 

and you will turn 
away and you will 
serve עבודה זרה. 

A fish cannot 
survive for long 
without water, and 
a Yid cannot survive 
long without Torah. 
The צר הרעי  can 
convince someone 
to work very hard. 
Then, he will tell 
him, “Wow, you 
worked so hard! 
Now, it is time to 
take that hard-
earned money and 
enjoy yourself!” 
With this trick, he 
can get a person to 
 stop learning ח"ו
Torah. Once that 
happens, the 
person is like a fish 
without water – his 
 is in נשמה
tremendous 
danger. At that 
point, the  יצה"ר can 
even get him to 
serve ח"ו ,עבודה זרה, 
which is one of the 
worst בירותע .   

רש"י: לפרוש  מן 
התורה ומתוך כך 
ועבדתם אלהים 
אחרים שכיון שאדם 
פורש מן התורה הולך 

בע"ז ומדבק  

 

 - פן יפתה לבבכם
maybe your hearts 

will be swayed. 

A piece of glass is 
see-through. When a 
person looks 
through it, he sees 
others. But when it is 
coated with כסף – 
silver, it becomes a 
mirror, and he sees 
only himself in it. 
When a person 
“coats” himself in 
silver or money 
(another meaning of 
the word כסף), he 
can chas v’shalom 
begin to think about 
just himself and 
forget about others. 
Therefore, after the 
Torah promises us 
much ברכה , it warns 
us to be extra 
careful. Do not fall 
into the trap of the 

צר הרעי , who may 
say, “Wow! Look 
how much money 
you made! You must 
be very smart. Spend 
more time working, 
and you’ll get even 
richer.” The Torah 
warns us to beware 
of that trap. We 
must never forget 
that whatever we 
have is a gift from 
Hashem, and not 
due to our brains or 
hard work.   
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There was once a simple man named Tzvi.  He owned a small store and he earned just enough money 

to take care of his family.  Tzvi always shared what he had with others.  No visitor that came to his house ever 

left hungry.  Tzvi and his wife often even gave their own portion of the meal to the poor so they shouldn’t go 

hungry!    Everyone who came felt comfortable, and Tzvi had many visitors because everyone knew that he 

was kind and liked to be helpful. 

 One day a stranger came to Tzvi’s town, and Tzvi invited him into his home to eat, drink, and rest.  

Unbeknown to Tzvi, this man was a great tzaddik. Before he left, he blessed Tzvi and his wife with riches, so 

that they should be able to continue helping the poor more easily. After the tzaddik left, Tzvi’s store suddenly 

became very busy.  Many more customers came to shop there.  Tzvi was bringing home more money every 

day.  Soon, he needed a bigger store to fit all the customers.  After a while, Tzvi became one of the richest 

men in the whole town.  He built himself a very big and beautiful home. But being rich was problematic.  Now, 

Tzvi had a lot more work to do.  Sadly, he left less time to learn Torah and to daven, and he didn’t have time 

to spend with poor people anymore.  He told his servants to give the poor people money, but he couldn’t see 

them.  Everyone said, “Tzvi is different.”  The tzaddik who gave the ברכה to Tzvi also heard that Tzvi had 

changed for the worse.  The tzaddik decided to pay him a visit to see what could be done.  When the tzaddik 

came, Tzvi welcomed him in.  The new house was big and beautiful, but not friendly and warm like the old 

house.  Suddenly, the tzaddik thought of something.  On the wall was a huge silver mirror, Tzvi’s favorite 

treasure.  The tzaddik asked Tzvi to stand in front of the mirror.  Then he asked him, “What do you see?”  Tzvi 

replied, “I see myself”.  “What else can you see?”  “I see my beautiful furniture and expensive paintings that 

are reflected in the mirror.” 

Now, the tzaddik brought Tzvi to a window and asked him what he saw.  Tzvi said, “I see people, many 

of whom appear poor and needy.”  “Wow,” said the tzaddik.  “The mirror and the window are both made of 

glass.  Yet, when you look in the mirror, you see only yourself and your possessions, and when you look out 

the window, you see everyone else. Why is this so?  The answer is that the window is transparent (see-

through), and light can pass through it. Therefore, you can see through it. But the mirror is covered with silver 

on one side, so light can’t pass through it.  Therefore, it reflects only what is in front of it.  The  tzaddik 

concluded, “When you were poor, you were like the window – you saw everyone else, and did what you could 

to help them. But now that you’ve become rich – coated in silver – you see only yourself!”  Tzvi understood 

the tzaddik’s message. He did תשובה and became like his old self again, Baruch Hashem! 

 

 

 
Torah is the greatest מצוה in its own right. But now  this פסוק teaches us another important benefit 
of learning Torah.  Our Torah learning  protects us from slipping and doing  עבירות. 

 
 
The messages of שמע  such as this one  are so important that we don’t want to miss even one of them. 
This can give us a better understanding of the הלכה that when a person says שמע, he cannot interrupt 
except for an emergency.   

 Now that we have an added appreciation for Hashem’s  Torah, let’s make sure to cling tightly to it! 

Learn with an extra bren this week! 


