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When we say the 
שעשה לי   of ברכה

צרכי כל ,  we are 
using the 
terminology of   

אבינויעקב   , the 
great צדיק , who 
said  כליש לי  , 
meaning, “I have 
all that I need” . 
On the other 
hand, עשו הרשע 
said “ רביש לי  ”, 
meaning, “I have 
a lot, but not 
enough”. The 
middah of a 
tzaddik is that 
even if he has a 
little, he feels like 
he has 
everything - all 
that he needs. 
We should try to 
be like the צדיק. 
When saying this 
 we should ,ברכה
feel that Hashem 
has given us all 
that we need – 
and He truly has! 

כתה א'

Why is this ברכה written in singular 
form - לי – while the other ברכות 
here thanking Hashem for things are 
written in plural form?  
Rav Shimon Schwab explains that in 
this ברכה of שעשה לי כל צרכי , we can 
only talk for ourselves – “Thank you 
Hashem for providing me with all my 
needs.”  But we can’t thank Hashem 
for others by saying that they have 
all they need, because we are not 
allowed to “have בטחון” about 
others and say they have all they 
need. Instead, we are required to 
help them. We should always be on 
the lookout to help others with what 
they need. 

[For Rebbi: This is based on the   פסוק 
 :which says )בראשית, י"ב,י'( 

   . ויהי רעב בארץ וירד אברם מצרימה 
The רמב"ן asks, Why did Avrohom go 
down to Mitzrayim? Why didn’t he have 
 that Hashem will provide him with בטחון
food         in ארץ  כנען, where He originally 
told him to go? The אבן עזרא answers that 
Avrohom went down to Mitzrayim not 
because of his own needs, but because of 
the needs of the people who were with 
him. A person must have בטחון for 
himself, but is not allowed to have בטחון 
on the account of someone else. With 
this יסוד, Rav Shimon Schwab explains…] 

Chazal teach us (מס ברכות' ) that the 
 is to thank  שעשה לי כל צרכי of ברכה
Hashem for giving us shoes. Why is 
there a special ברכה thanking 
Hashem for shoes? We can explain 
that shoes are the completion to all 
the previous ברכות. Shoes are what 
enable us to make use of all the 
things we thanked Hashem for in the 
previous ברכות. Without shoes, we 
cannot go too far.  After Hashem has 
unbound, straightened, and dressed 
us, we are ready for shoes, so that 
we can now go out and take care of 
all our needs.  

]For Rebbi: This is as Shlomo Hamelech 
says בנעליםפעמיך  ומה יפ  - How beautiful 
are your footsteps with shoes. The feet 
of Bnei Yisrael are nice when they come 
up to the Beis Hamikdash with their 
shoes. Without shoes, we would not be 
able to come up to the Beis Hamikdash 
and please Hashem.  
Of course, near the Beis Hamikdash 
itself, shoes are forbidden. (Perhaps we 
can add that once in the Beis  
Hamikdash, there is no longer a need 
for shoes. We have reached the 
ultimate  destination of a Yid. There is 
no need to go anywhere. We are 
there!)  [  

{Lesson #11} 

 ברוך  אתה ה'... שעשה לי כל צרכי 
 Thank You Hashem for providing me with shoes! 

[or: for providing me with all my needs.] 
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  Rav Shimshon Pincus related that the first time he moved to a new apartment, he told the 

mover that he has only a small amount of possessions, and that it shouldn’t take long to 

move. The mover replied, “It is amazing how a person doesn’t realize how much he really has 

until he begins emptying his house. You have much more items than you think you do.” 

 Before a person makes this ברכה , thanking Hashem for giving him all his needs, he should 

stop for a moment to think about and appreciate all those very many things he is so lucky to 

have. When he does so, he will realize that he has so much more than he ever thought he 

did. 

 

 
Chazal teach us that a person should say, בשבילי נברא העולם – the world was created for me. 

This does not mean he should be a  בעל גאוה ! It means that he should appreciate all that 

Hashem does, as if it is done especially for him - “Every creation was made especially for me.”  

We can have this thought in mind when we say שעשה לי כל צרכי. Each person is able to own 

his own pair of shoes that fits him correctly. “Hashem provided me with a shoe that is just 

perfect for my foot - not too big or too small.” (For Rebbi: Rav Chaim Kanievsky adds that 

after a person is נפטר , there is a  מנהג that other people do not use his shoes. This is hinted 

to in this ברכה, when we say    י כל צרכ לישעשה  - me.) 

 

 

Many Poskim , among them the Vilna Gaon, rule that on Yom Kippur and Tisha B’av, we do 

not say this ברכה , because we are not wearing our shoes. Instead, we wait until nighttime, 

when the תענית is over and we put on our shoes, to recite this ברכה .  What is your מנהג? 

 

 
When saying this ברכה,  a person should have in mind that all that Hashem does is with 

righteousness, kindness, and mercy. He must thank Hashem that all his needs are taken care 

of - he has a place to sleep, he has enough food, and he is not missing anything, from big to 

small. This thanks is due even if he doesn’t necessarily have everything he desires. 

 








