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 ' ה כתה
{Lesson #11} 

The 3rd of the 5  הללוקה‘s 
This    הללוקה  and the fifth  הללוקה are the main parts of  פסוקי דזמרה. 

 ( מס' שבת קיח רש"י   ) 

The    אבן עזרא  and the  אריזל write that this    הללוקה is extremely special, and 
contains  very deep meaning according to קבלה. 

Praise Hashem, ,ַהְללּוָקּה 

praise Hashem from the ִים, ,שמים  ַהְללּו ֶאת ה' ִמן ַהָּׁשַמַֽ

praise Him in the high ּוהּו ַּבְּמרֹוִמים. !שמים  ַהְללַֽ

Praise Him, all His angels,  ּוהּו ָכל ַמְלָאָכיו,ַהְללַֽ  

praise Him, all His heavenly armies.  ּוהּו ָּכל .ְצָבָאיוַהְללַֽ  

Praise Him, sun and moon  ֶמׁש ּוהּו ֶׁשַֽ ח  ַהְללַֽ ֵֽ ,ְוָיר   

Praise Him, all bright stars. .ֹוְכֵבי אֹור ּוהּו ָּכל ּכַֽ  ַהְללַֽ

Praise Him, the upper heavens,  ּוהּו ְׁשֵמי ִים,ַהְללַֽ ַהָּׁשָמַֽ  

and the waters that are above the skies. ִים ֵֽ ּמ  ִים. ְוה  ֲאֶׁשר ֵמַעל ַהָּׁשָמַֽ  
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ִים ֵֽ ּמ  ִים ְוה  ָּׁשָמֵֽ ל ה  ע  ֲאֶׁשר מ   - and 

the waters that are above 

the skies. 
 

This can be referring to all 

the clouds, which contain 

water. Think about the great 

miracle that occurs 

constantly. Water is 

extremely heavy. Yet, clouds 

form high in the sky and do 

not fall on us. Hashem 

instructed them to descend 

to earth as small and 

lightweight raindrops or 

snowflakes, and that is what 

they do. 

Alternatively, the פסוק here 

refers to the waters that are 

high in  שמים, known as the 

 the upper ,מים עליונים 

waters, which we cannot 

see. Chazal teach us that 

when the world was 

created, the waters were 

split in two. Half fills our 

oceans and rivers down on 

earth, and the other half is 

suspended in the upper 

spheres. Hashem 

commanded so, and the 

upper waters stay put, 

defying all laws of nature! 

This bespeaks the greatest 

praises of Hashem! 

Q. To what does  ִים ֲאֶׁשר ְוַהַּמַֽ

ִים   ?refer ֵמַעל ַהָּׁשָמַֽ

 

, ח  ֵֽ ֶמׁש ְוָיר  ּוהּו ֶׁשֵֽ ְללֵֽ  ,Praise Him - ה 

sun and moon. 

A Roman Emperor once 

requested of Rabbi Yehoshua 

ben Chananya, “I want you to 

show me Hashem.” Rabbi 

Yehoshua took him outside at 

noon on a summer day and 

instructed him to look directly 

at the sun. “That’s impossible. 

It is too bright,” said the 

emperor.  Replied Rabbi 

Yehoshua, “The sun is but one 

of Hashem’s servants. If the 

servant is too bright to gaze at, 

most certainly it is impossible 

to see its Creator and Master.”  

 (חולין נט:)

Planet Earth seems so huge to 

us, containing seven 

continents and many massive 

oceans. Still, when astronauts 

view Earth from outer space, it 

appears as a small dot. The sun 

is over one million times bigger 

than Earth. And there are stars 

that are thousands of times 

bigger than the sun. When one 

recognizes all this, it brings him 

to praise Hashem. This is what 

  means  when he says  דוד המלך

                          ,הללו שמש וירח

ֹוְכֵבי אֹורַהלְ  ּוהּו ָּכל ּכַֽ לַֽ  . 

Understanding the greatness 

of the magnificent celestial 

beings above us will bring us to 

praise Hashem. 

Q. How did Rabbi Yehoshua 

explain to the emperor that it is 

impossible to see Hashem? 

 

ּוהּו  ְללֵֽ ִים, ה  ֵֽ ָּׁשמ  ְללּו ֶאת ה' ִמן ה  ה 

ְּמרֹוִמים  praise Hashem from - ּב 

the  שמים! Praise Him in the 

high  שמים! 

When one says this מזמור [and 

 he ,כוונה with proper [פרק שירה

gives strength for all the 

celestial beings listed here, 

from the  מלאכים to the stars, to 

also sing proper שירה to 

Hashem and to reach their full 

potential. (עולת תמיד) 

Additionally, the מדרש תנחומא 

 tells us that when   (פרשת בחקותי)

a Yid keeps the Torah and stays 

away from  עבירות, he enables 

the world to function properly. 

The מדרש adds that if the 

nations would realize how 

much they suffer due to our 

 they would place two ,עבירות 

guards next to each Yid to make 

sure he does not sin.  

Here, we command: 

ּוהּו  ִים, ַהְללַֽ ַהְללּו ֶאת ה' ִמן ַהָּׁשַמַֽ

 We are .ַּבְּמרֹוִמים......

commanding the שמים וארץ to 

praise Hashem. How? As 

above, when we daven with 

 and when we keep the כוונה

Torah, we enable the entire 

universe to sing  שירה and to 

function properly. They are 

thus able to bring about praise 

of Hashem. 

 The power and responsibility 

that  Hashem gave each Yid is 

so amazing! 

Q. What “signals” do the celestial 

beings need to perform properly? 
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Rav Yaakov Galinsky related that when he was a bachur learning in the Bialoystock Yeshivah shortly 

before WWII, his Rosh Yeshivah sent him on an urgent mission. When he arrived at the train station, he 

was told that there was no room left on the train, except in the fancy and expensive First-Class cabin. 

With no other option, he bought that ticket. R’ Yaakov was in for some eye-openers. For one, the modern 

train had headphones by each cushioned first-class seat, and each passenger was able to listen to the 

radio station of his choice. He noticed one man who seemed glued to his headset, oblivious to all around 

him. Sometime during the train ride, there was an announcement. “For the entertainment of our first-

class passengers, there is a musician playing live music in the adjacent train-car. All of you can go to the 

next car and enjoy!” All the passengers in R’ Yaakov’s car hurried over. All, except two, that is – R’ Yaakov 

and that man.  Soon enough, the train conductor came by, and noticed them. Surprised, he asked them, 

“Why don’t you join everyone else? Why did you remain behind?” R’ Yaakov remained silent. The reason 

he did not go was because he had no interest in hearing non-Jewish music. But why didn’t the other man 

go? He was quick to explain to the conductor, “Don’t you understand? On these headphones, I am 

listening to a world-class symphony in Paris now. I should stop that to listen to a local peasant?” R’ 

Yaakov heard his words and took a tremendous mussar. We are frum Yidden. We are connected to 

Hashem – through our private “headphones” of Torah, tefillah, and mitzvos. Wouldn’t it be so silly if we 

removed that special connection to join the rest of the nations in listening and being involved in the fake 

glitter of Olam Hazeh?! Let us praise Hashem in each of the מזמורים of פסוקי דזמרה, and realize that this 

is where and to Whom the true praise and focus is due! 

 

בכל יוםיהא חלקי מגומרי הלל   :(קי"ח) מס' שבת says in ר' יוסי   – My portion should be with those who complete 

Hallel each day.  רש"י there explains that this refers to  the two main מזמורים of  הפסוקי דזמר ְללּוָקּה,          ה 

ל ְּבָקְדׁשֹו ְללּו ק  -   ה   and  הללו את ה' מן השמים. Why is this פרק so important ? It is because it teaches us that 

the entire creation is powered from our Torah, tefillah,  and mitzvos, as we explained in Inspiration 1.  

 In the unfortunate instance that one arrives late to shul, he should skip parts of  הפסוקי דזמר  in order to 

daven עשרה    הדזמרפסוקי  This is because the whole point of .צבור with the שמונה   is to be an introduction 

to    שמונה  עשרה, by prefacing it with verses of praise to Hashem. By doing so, we make our    עשרה  

 that is most ,צבור with the שמונה  עשרה   more pleasing in Hashem’s eyes. But when one davens שמונה

desirable to Hashem.  (שו"ע הרב) 

 

 I said the entire 2nd Hallelukah slowly, from my siddur. I tried to concentrate on the meaning of the words. 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri 

      

 


