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 'ב כתה
{Lesson #11} 

 

This פסוק continues to tell us the reward that Hashem gives us 

for keeping the מצוות. 

 

And I will put grass in your field ֶׂשב ְוָנַתִּתי ֵֽ ׀ ְּבָׂשְדָך ׀ ע   

for your animals ,ָך  ִלְבֶהְמֶּתֵֽ

and you will eat and you will be satisfied. .ְעָּת   ְוָאַכְלָּת ְוָׂשָבֵֽ
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It may seem from these פסוקים that 

the reward for learning תורה and 

doing מצוות is having good food to 

eat and satisfy ourselves with, and 

to have strong, healthy animals. In 

other words, the reward for תורה 

and מצוות is having a happy and 

healthy  life.  However, this is a 

mistake!  The חכמים tell us that the 

reward for a מצוה is so great that all 

the good in the entire עולם הזה 

would not be enough to repay even 

one מצוה.   The real reward for מצוות 

is only possible in עולם הבא. 

  If so, what is the meaning of these 

 ?פסוקים

The רמב"ם answers                                 

תשובה( )פרק ט' מהלכות   that when 

someone tries hard to learn תורה 

and do מצוות, then Hashem will 

make it easier for him by giving him 

food and everything else he needs 

to be healthy and comfortable. This 

way, he will not have to be busy with 

anything but תורה and מצוות.  This is 

not the שכר for the מצוה, because 

the שכר will be in לם הבאעו .  This is 

simply the way Hashem makes it 

easier for a determined person to 

learn תורה and perform מצוות.  We 

can view it as a large dose of Siyata 

Dishmaya for those who are 

deserving.   

This teaches us that a person who 

occupies himself with תורה and 

 will often have a good life in מצוות

this world, besides the great reward 

that surely awaits him in עוה"ב. 

 

The words  ואכלת

 refer to ושבעת

people, not animals.  

The people will eat 

the דגן תירוש ויצהר 

mentioned in the 

previous   פסוק, and 

they will be satisfied. 

   )אבן עזרא ורבינו בחיי(

From the words   

ְעּתָ   we learn ְוָאַכְלָּת ְוָׂשָבֵֽ

out something very 

special:  When 

someone learns a lot 

of תורה and does a lot 

of מצות, Hashem gives 

him a  ברכה that when 

he eats just a little, he 

will already be 

satisfied. He will not 

have to eat a full meal 

  .)רש"י(

Now, some people 

may actually enjoy 

eating, and would 

not consider it a 

 to be full so ברכה

quickly. But a big 

tzaddik does not 

want to spend so 

much time and 

effort eating. He’d 

rather be learning 

Torah. So, for him it 

is a huge ברכה when 

he gets full right 

away and can return 

to his learning! 

 

  

 

To better understand the 

importance of having food for 

the animals, we must 

understand the importance of 

animals.  Today we need 

animals for milk, cheese, meat, 

and chicken.  We also use the 

hair of sheep (wool) to make 

lots of clothing. And we use cow 

skin (leather) to make Sifrei 

Torah, tefillin, mezuzos, and 

l’havdil,  shoes, belts, and more.  

So even today, animals are the 

source for many very important 

things.  (Picture it as Hashem 

giving a milk factory, a meat 

store, a clothing store, etc.) 

In the olden days, animals were 

also used for travel (like a car 

today), carrying heavy loads 

(like a truck), and working in the 

fields (like a plow, tractor).  

Imagine a car, truck, plow, or 

tractor that is out of gas, and 

there is no gas to be obtained.  

The vehicle is worthless. An 

animal without food is like a 

vehicle without gas.  

Rain provides water to drink and 

also makes the grass grow. The 

water and grass give the animals 

energy. This energy allows them 

to work in the fields and to also 

provide us with milk, food, and 

all the other products that come 

from them.  

Proper food for the animals is a 

tremendous ברכה and help for 

us. 
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 One morning, Rav Elya Lopian noticed a cat scratching at the screen door to his house.  
The bachur who was with him explained, “This cat was brought here about three weeks 
ago to help with the terrible rodent problem in the storage room.” 

Rav Elya asked, “Who is making sure that the cat is being fed and cared for?” The 
bachur replied, “Well, I don’t supply the cat with any food, but he can eat all the rodents 
he finds! He seems to be doing a great job, because I haven’t seen any rodents around!” 
Rav Elya said, “If the cat has done such a wonderful job of getting rid of all the rodents, 
it must be starving now. Come, let me show you how to feed the cat properly.” Rav Elya 
poured some milk in a bowl, went outside, and placed it in front of the cat, which 
immediately began to drink from it. 

“Please remember to feed the cat every morning before you eat breakfast yourself, 
[as stated in הלכה]” Rav Elya concluded.    

In fact, there is a famous picture of Rav Elya feeding a cat, possibly this one! 

 

 When we daven to Hashem, we must remember the tremendous power our    ותליתפ  have. A 

sincere תפילה has the power to save a person from  סכנה, danger.  If a person is in a סכנה and he 

davens to Hashem, his entire situation can change!   פ' עקב פרק י"א פסוק י"ג( רבינו בחיי( learns this 

from פרק ק"ז( ספר תהילים( . There, the פסוק describes people traveling at sea. The winds become 

very stormy and tremendous waves toss the ship about. The ship is about to capsize and sink, and 

the people aboard cry out to Hashem with תפלות to save them.  The פסוקים continue to describe 

how, as soon as they daven, Hashem calms the winds, which calms the waves, and the ship is no 

longer in peril.  From here we see, says רבינו בחיי, that תפלה can even remove an immediate סכנה.     

 

 
We learn the importance of treating animals carefully and with compassion from the גמרא, 

which states  that one is forbidden to eat before feeding his own animals.  Since the פסוק 

first says, ָך  ְוָנַתִּתי ֶׂשב ְּבָׂשְדָך ִלְבֶהְמֶּתֵֽ ֵֽ ע   - I will provide grass in your field for your cattle, and only 

then does the פסוק say,  ְָעּת  You will eat and be satisfied, we learn that just as - ְוָאַכְלָּת ְוָׂשָבֵֽ

Hashem first provides food for the animals and only then for people, we must do likewise. 

 

 When we say these words of שמע, let us give a tremendous Thank-You to Hashem for giving 
us all the food we need to eat and be satisfied. 


