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 'זכתה 
{Lesson #9} 

And you should put these words of mine ֶּלה  ְוַׂשְמֶּתם ֶאת ְּדָבַרי ֵֽ א   

on your hearts and on your souls, ְלַבְבֶכם ְוַעל ַנְפְׁשֶכם,  ַעל  

And you should tie them for a sign ֹאָתם  ְלאֹות  ּוְקַׁשְרֶּתם  

on your hands ,ַעל ֶיְדֶכם 

and they should be for tefilin between your eyes. ין יֶכם.  ְוָהיּו ְלטֹוָטֹפת ּב  ינ  ע   

And you should teach them ֹאָתם  ְוִלַּמְדֶּתם   

to your children יֶכם  ֶאת ְּבנ 

to speak in them, ,ר ָּבם  ְלַדּב 

when you sit in your house ,ָך יֶתֵֽ  ְּבִׁשְבְּתָך ְּבב 

and when you walk on the way ,ֶרְך  ּוְבֶלְכְּתָך ַבֶּדֵֽ

and when you lie down ,ּוְבָׁשְכְּבָך 

and when you rise. ָך .ּוְבקּוֶמֶֽ  

And you should write them ּוְכַתְבָּתם  

on the doorposts of your house, ָך יֶתֵֽ  ַעל ְמזּוזֹות ּב 

and of your gates. .יָך  ּוִבְׁשָעֶרֵֽ

In order to lengthen your days  ַען יֶכם  ִיְרּבּוְלַמֵֽ ְימ   

and the days of your children י ְבנ יֶכם   ִוימ 

on the land ַעל ָהֲאָדָמה  

that Hashem swore to your fathers  יֶכם  ִנְׁשַּבעֲאֶׁשר ה' ַלֲאֹבת   

to give to them, ,ת ָלֶהם  ָלת 

for as long as the heaven is above the earth [forever].  י ִיםִּכימ  ֶרץ.  ַהָּׁשַמֵֽ ַעל ָהָאֵֽ  
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…למען ירבו ימיכם  - In order that 

your days will be more. 

The מפרשים explain that this does 

not necessarily mean he will live a 

longer life. Rather, it means he will 

merit to use his time well and live 

fulfilling years.  

Heading home from the הלוי  of 

their father – a great man who 

passed away at a young age - one 

son commented to another, 

“Tatty merited ימים ארוכים”.  His 

brother replied, “How can you say 

that? He was so young when he 

died!” The first son clarified, “I 

didn’t say he had אריכת ימים - long 

life. I said he had ימים ארוכים - long 

days. He merited to use his days 

well and accomplish a lot in his 

very short life.”  ( טללי אורות  ספר  ) 

Similarly, Rav Yaakov Galinsky 

once asked, “When Shaul 

Hamelech brought up Shmuel 

Hanavi from his kever, the pasuk 

tells us that Shmuel Hanavi 

appeared to be old.   How can that 

be? Shmuel was only 52 years old 

when he was niftar!” R’ Yaakov 

explained, “There are those 

people who live short lives but 

accomplish so much. Such a 

person will appear old in 

Shamayim, because he used his 

years to their fullest. On the other 

hand, there are those people that 

live very long lives, but accomplish 

so little. Those people will appear 

young, like little babies.”   

Let us maximize our time in this 

world! 

 

ר ָּבם  .to speak in them -  ְלַדּב 

The Torah teaches us that there is a  

 ”for a person to  “speak in them  מצוה

to his children while he is in his house 

or traveling on the way.  חז"ל  teach 

us that “them” refers to the words of 

Torah. There is a special מצוה  for a 

person to teach Torah to his children. 

From the time a child can speak, his 

father should teach him שמע ישראל 

and  תורה צוה לנו משה .    

If so, why didn’t Hashem simply 

write, “Teach your children Torah”? 

 explain that Hashem  is teaching  חז"ל

us a crucial lesson here. The main 

speaking that a person does should 

be words of Torah.   

As a matter of fact, ideally, one 

should be so proficient in Torah that 

he can answer immediately and 

correctly to any question in Torah he 

is asked. This is learned from the 

words יָך ֶֽ  and you should - ְוִׁשַּנְנָּתם ְלָבנ 

teach them carefully to your children, 

in the first פרשה of שמע.  The literal 

meaning of the word שנון is sharp. 

One’s knowledge of Torah should be 

“sharp”. 

How is it possible for someone to be 

so knowledgeable in Torah? Desire 

and hasmadah are surely the keys. 

The pasuk tells us הרחב פיך ואמלאהו 

– Open your mouth wide and I will fill 

it.  (ברכות נ.) חז"ל tell us that this פסוק 

refers to Torah. If one has a true 

desire to study Torah, Hashem 

promises him Siyatta Dishmaya. He 

will merit to know Torah above and 

beyond his natural abilities! 

 

ושמתם את דברי... 

וקשרתם... 

 ולמדתם... וכתבתם...

- And you should 

put these words of 

mine… and you 

should tie them… 

and you should 

teach them… and 

you should write 

them… 

The Torah is telling 

us that even if 

Hashem sends us 

into ואבדתם ) גלות

 we must ,(מהרה...

continue doing the 

 there as מצוות

well. The Torah 

refers here to 

mitzvos such as 

Tefillin, mezuzah, 

and learning 

Torah, which are 

not exclusive to 

the land of ארץ 

 See Rashi to) ישראל

 If we   .(דברים יא יח

keep up these 

mitzvos even 

while in גלות, 

Hashem will bring 

us back to  ארץ

 and we will ישראל

merit   למען ירבו"

על ימיכם וימי בניכם 

"האדמה  - on the 

land, referring to 

 .ארץ ישראל
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 We explained previously (Lesson 7) that one reason for תפילה is because Hashem wants us to connect 

to Him. 

Rav Shimshon Pincus explains another fundamental יסוד to understand the concept of תפילה. We find 

that when Hashem created the world, He did not let anything sprout out of the ground until  אדם

 stayed under יום שלישי davened for rain. All the grass, plants, trees etc. that were created on הראשון

the surface until then.     

This is how Hashem created the system of running the world. He does not give us what we need 

(even if we do have זכותים to get it) until we ask Him for it. It’s like a person who has a debit card for 

the ATM machine. Even if he has millions of dollars in his account, he cannot access it unless he has 

his  PIN (Personal Identification Number). So too with us.  Even if we have זכותים and deserve a lot of 

good, Hashem will not give it to us until we daven to Him and ask Him for it. Davening is like our PIN.  

( פרק א –ספר שערים בתפילה פתיחה  ) 

ימיכם... על האדמהלמען ירבו   - In order that your days will be more… on the land

– The )'גמרא )ברכות ח tells us that ר' יוחנן, who lived in ארץ ישראל, wondered how it was possible for 

there to be elderly people in חוץ לארץ. Doesn’t the  פסוק say  האדמה"על"   - that there will be length 

of days only in ארץ ישראל?  But when ר' יוחנן heard that the people in בבל go early to, and stay late in, 

the בית המדרש , he no longer wondered. The כלי יקר explains why not.  The  מגילה כט(גמרא(  states that 

 This shows us .ארץ ישראל will go up to חוץ לארץ from בתי מדרשות  and בתי כנסיות  all the ,לעתיד לבא

that they obviously have קדושת ארץ ישראל   in them. If so, we can understand that they are included 

in  האדמהלמען ירבו... על , and those who spend time in them can merit long life. (See .ברכות ח) 

One should touch his  תפילין של יד when saying   וקשרתם אותם לאות על ידכם and his   תפילין של ראש

when saying   והיו לטוטפות בין עיניכם  to then kiss his fingers that מנהג  There is a .(שו"ע ס"א, כ"ה) 

touched them.  By touching his תפילין, he reminds himself of them. By kissing his fingers he is 

expressing his love of these special מצוות.  

 One does likewise when he says the similar  פסוקים in the first  פרשה of שמע. 

 

For those who are  מצוה-בר /already wear תפילין: Touch your תפילין and kiss your fingers as explained in 

the Halachah. If you do not yet wear תפילין, think about the  מצוה of תפילין at these points  of שמע. 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 




