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' זכתה 
{Lesson #8} 

Watch yourselves - ִהָּׁשְמרּו ָלֶכם 

lest (for fear that) your hearts be swayed  ְלַבְבֶכם, ִיְפֶּתהֶּפן  

and you will turn away ְוַסְרֶּתם 

and you will serve ֲאֵחִרים  ֱאֹלִהים  ַוֲעַבְדֶּתם ַעבֹוָדה ָזָרה ֱאֹלִהיםַוֲעַבְדֶּתם 

and you will bow down to them. .ְוִהְׁשַּתֲחִויֶתם ָלֶהם. ְוִהְׁשַּתֲחִויֶתם ָלֶהם

And Hashem’s anger will burn against you ַאף ה' ָּבֶכם,  ְוָחָרה ַאף ה' ָּבֶכם,ְוָחָרה 

and He will close the heaven ִים  ְוָעַצר ֶאת ַהָּׁשַמַֽ ִיםְוָעַצר  ֶאת ַהָּׁשַמַֽ

and there will be no rain, ,ְולֹא ִיְהֶיה ָמָטר 

and the earth will not give forth  ְוָהֲאָדָמה לֹא ִתֵּתן 

its produce,  ְיבּוָלּהֶאת,  

and you will quickly be driven away ְמֵהָרה  ַוֲאַבְדֶּתם  

from the good land ֶרץ ַהֹּטָבה ֶרץ ַהֹּטָבה  ֵמַעל ָהָאַֽ ֵמַעל ָהָאַֽ

that Hashem gives you. ָלֶכם.ה' ֹנֵתן   ֲאֶׁשר ה' ֹנֵתן ָלֶכם.ֲאֶׁשר 
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ֶרץ ַהֹּטָבה   ַוֲאַבְדֶּתם  and  -  ְמֵהָרה ֵמַעל ָהָאַֽ

you will quickly be driven away from 

the good land. 

 If we cannot behave properly while 

we are in ארץ ישראל  -Hashem’s 

palace, then we cannot stay there. 

Hashem first withholds rain and 

produce to get us to repent. But if we 

are stubborn and remain sinful, He 

will allow the other nations to drive 

us out of ארץ ישראל . While we were 

living in ארץ ישראל, we were able to 

live proudly like Yidden, unafraid to 

keep the Torah and mitzvos. But in 

 the governments often decree ,גלות

oppressing גזירות  upon us, making it 

difficult for us to keep the Torah.  

When Yidden lived in ארץ ישראל, one 

could see Yidden learning Torah  

everywhere. There were rebbeim  

teaching Torah to thousands of 

talmidim, כהנים   performing עבודה  in 

the  בית המקדש, and לויים  singing 

 There are also many mitzvos .שירה

that are exclusive to ארץ ישראל  and 

the   בית המקדש.  When we were in  

 we were  able to keep all ,ארץ ישראל

the מצוות, but in גלות  we cannot do 

many of them.       Let us serve 

Hashem properly so we can return to  

 ,soon בית המקדש  and the ארץ ישראל 

with the coming of משיח. 

 

 

 and – ועצר את השמים ולא יהיה מטר

He will close the heaven (hold back 

the clouds) and there will be no rain. 

והאדמה לא תתן את יבולה   – and the 

earth will not give its produce. 

 

The pasuk could have simply 

written  ולא יהיה מטר . Why does it 

first say that Hashem will hold back 

the clouds?  

In a similar vein, isn’t it obvious that 

if Hashem holds back the rain, the 

ground cannot sprout produce?  

The Torah is telling us that even if 

the clouds will be full of water, about 

to rain, and then we sin, Hashem will 

hold back the clouds from opening 

and there won’t be any rain.  

The pasuk adds that not only will 

Hashem withhold rain, but He will 

also not allow produce watered from 

rivers or wells to grow.  

We learn from this how careful one 

must be to keep away from sin, and 

how detrimental the effects of an 

aveirah can be to us and others. We 

also learn that when Hashem is the 

One punishing us, there is no way 

around it.  

Let us serve Hashem properly, and 

be worthy of much reward! 

 

 

 

 

השמרו לכם פן יפתה  

וסרתם ועבדתם ְלַבְבֶכם  -  

Watch yourselves; lest 

your hearts be swayed 

and you will turn away 

and you will serve 

 .ַעבֹוָדה ָזָרה

 How can it be that 

someone who loves 

Hashem and performs 

His מצוות with his 

whole heart and soul 

can stoop so low as to 

serve עבודה זרה?  The 

answer lies in the 

words:    פן יפתה"

 There is a very .לבבכם" 

powerful force called 

 being) פיתוי הלב

swayed by one’s 

heart), which we must 

fight. If a person is lax 

and allows his heart to 

desire the attractions 

of this world, then even 

if he is close to 

Hashem, his heart can 

pull him away to the 

point that he serves 

        !Beware !עבודה זרה

  ( ספר   האלו מ הארות

 ( הארת התפילה

 

 

In the previous Lesson, we discussed not to become discouraged when one’s  תפילות don’t seem to 

be bringing about results. We explained that Hashem may have decreed that a certain number of 

 already gave חז"ל are necessary before He will answer. However, it is important to know that תפילות

us a trick to be successful in our davening and how to fill up that measure more quickly. It’s simple: 

daven for someone else as well! The    ).גמרא )ב"ק צט says if a person davens for someone else, then 

when he himself has the same need, he will be answered first. The תפילה that clinched it for  אברהם

 who were unable to have פלשתים to have children was when he davened to Hashem to cure the אבינו

children after kidnapping שרה. Immediately after that תפלה, the measure was filled, and שרה אמינו 

finally became expectant with יצחק.            (Hearts Full of Faith) 
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ז'(, )תהלים ה'  says דוד המלך   And I, by Your great kindness, I come into – ואני ברב חסדך אבא ביתיך..... 

Your house. 

 .considered it a great kindness from Hashem that he could enter Hashem’s house to daven דוד המלך  

When we stand at the threshold of a shul, we must stop and consider what a great privilege it is to 

have the opportunity to enter  and spend time davening to Hashem. How fortunate are we that we 

can come within the holy walls of a shul, stand in the presence of Hashem, and draw closer to Him 

through davening! 

 

 

It is forbidden to speak דברים בטלים - idle chatter -  in a בית מדרש, all the more so to make jokes or 

act silly. Even eating or drinking is permitted only under certain circumstances. A בית מדרש has 

tremendous  קדושה and we must behave inside it appropriately. 

== 

When one says קריאת שמע, he should take extreme care to pronounce each word correctly, not 

blending into nearby words. For example, one should separate "ַוֲאַבְדֶּתם"  from "מהרה", so as not to 

swallow the מ  of "מהרה". Extra care should be taken to separate the words "וחרה" and "אף" so they 

do not sound like "ְוָחַרף", which means a curse. 

In many סדורים, there are vertical   "פסיק"  lines between certain words in שמע. These lines are to 

remind one saying  שמע to pause slightly between these words. 

 

 

 

I was careful to pronounce each word distinctly, not blending any word with the words around it. 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

      

 




