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'וכתה 
{Lesson #9} 

Nations heard and trembled,  ִיְרָּגזּוןָׁשְמעּו ַעִּמים,  

terror gripped those who live in P’leshes.  ֶׁשת. ֹיְׁשֵבי ָאַחזִחיל ְּפָלָֽ  

Then the chiefs of Edom panicked,  ַאּלּוֵפי ֱאדֹום, ִנְבֲהלּוָאז  

trembling gripped the strong ones of Mo’av, ,ַעד מֹו ָרָֽ  ֵאיֵלי מֹוָאב יֹאֲחֵזָֽ

all who live in Canaan melted. גּו ַען. ָנֹמֹֽ ֹּכל ֹיְׁשֵבי ְכָנָֽ  

May fear [on those who are far] and terror [on those who 

are near] fall upon them, 

ַחד,ִּתֹּפל  ָתה ָוַפָֽ ֲעֵליֶהם ֵאיָמָֽ  

with the greatness of Your arm ִּבְגֹדל ְזרֹוֲעָך 

they will be silent like stone, ֶבן, ִיְּדמּו ָּכָאָֽ  

until Your nation will pass, Hashem  ַעְּמָך ה', ַיֲעֹברַעד  

until this nation that You acquired will pass.  יָת.ַעד ַיֲעֹבר ַעם זּו ָקִנָֽ  
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 this  – עם זו קנית

nation that You 

acquired 

This קסופ  tells us that 

we are most beloved 

to Hashem.  

When a billionaire 

announces that he is 

making a purchase, 

we can be sure it will 

be something 

extremely significant. 

Hashem “owns” 

everything in this 

world. If he “buys” 

something, it must be 

more precious than 

anything imaginable. 

This פסוק tells us that 

Hashem “purchased” 

the Yidden.  If so, each 

Yid must realize just 

how precious he must 

be! 

We discussed this idea 

earlier, in Lesson 3, 

Inspiration 1. The פסוק 

there tells us that 

though Hashem 

created and runs the 

whole universe, He 

was הםראבב בוחר  – He 

chose    הםברא  above 

all else. This is proof 

that Hashem loves 

הםברא  and his 

descendants more 

than anything else in 

this universe. 

ֶׁשת ַען ,ֱאדֹום ,ְּפָלֹֽ מֹוָאב, ְכָנֹֽ  

Each of these nations 

had particular reason to 

fear the Yidden.  

ֶׁשת  killed 30,000 – ְּפָלֹֽ

members of  אפריםשבט  

who escaped םצרימ  30 

years earlier. They were 

afraid the Yidden would 

now avenge their deaths. 

 were descendants – ֱאדֹום

of עשו, and were afraid 

the Yidden would avenge 

the hatred of their 

ancestor to his brother 

ביעק . Also, they hated the 

Yidden so much that our 

success caused them 

pain! 

 They too were – מֹוָאב

pained by our success. 

Also, they feared we may 

take revenge for the 

quarrel their ancestor לוט 

had with םברהא .  

ַען  feared us – ֹּכל ֹיְׁשֵבי ְכָנֹֽ

most of all. The 7 nations 

which inhabited the land 

of ַען  knew the Yidden  ְכָנָֽ

were coming to conquer 

their land, and they were 

petrified!  They literally 

melted in fear. They were 

so frightened, that when 

Yehoshua sent two spies 

to ארץ ישראל after forty 

years in the מדבר, the 

nations there revealed 

that their bodies had not 

been functioning 

properly due to fright 

since the Yidden left 

ים  and crossed the מצרים

ףסו  forty years earlier. 

 (עץ יוסף)

 עד יעבר ... עד יעבר

 in the לשון explains that the double תרגום אונקלוס

future tense refers to two more miraculous 

crossings that the Yidden would experience on 

their journey toward נחל ארנון (1 :ארץ ישראל, and 2) 

the ירדן. 

By נחל ארנון, our enemies had a perfect trap to wipe 

us out. As the Yidden travelled through the desert, 

we reached a narrow valley. Our enemies’ plan was 

as follows: One of the mountains overlooking the 

valley contained many caves, in which they would 

hide. As the unsuspecting Yidden would pass 

through the narrow valley, they would rain down 

heavy boulders upon us, and thereby kill many 

Yidden. Escape would be nearly impossible in the 

tight valley. It would turn into a death trap, ר"ל. 

However,  Hashem, our loving Father, had other 

plans. He made a tremendous נס whereby the 

mountain on the opposite side of the valley shifted 

suddenly. Its jagged edges protruded into the 

caves where our enemies were hiding, crushing 

them all. The second mountain then returned to its 

place. The blood, bones, and limbs of our enemies 

tumbled out of the mountain, and flowed via the 

 of Miriam toward the Yidden now entering the באר

valley. When the Yidden saw this, they realized 

what a great miracle Hashem had just performed 

for them.  

When Yehoshua led the Yidden across the ירדן 

river, he told the Yidden, “Hashem wants to show 

you that He is with you, just like in the days of משה. 

When the כהנים will step foot into the ירדן, the 

water will split. The flowing water of the river, 

unable to pass the point of the split, will begin 

piling up, allowing the Yidden to cross on dry 

land.             אלעזר בר' שמעון ר' לד( )סוטה   says that 

the water kept on piling up as the Yidden crossed. 

By the time all the Yidden finished crossing, the pile 

of water had reached a height of more than 300 מיל 

(A מיל is 2,000 אמות)! All the kings to the east and 

west were able to see it. Their hearts melted in 

fright, and they were no longer able to fight. 
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To maintain the word “ מודי ”’s correct meaning as “be quiet” (as in the word "דומם"), 
it is important to emphasize the שוא sound in מודי  as a שוא נא. 

Also, one should pause before saying the word ַאִּדיִרים (“mighty”) in the pasuk ִים ַאִּדיִרים ...ָצְללּו ַּכעֹוֶפֶרת ְּבַמָֽ  
so that the adjective “mighty” describes the Egyptian soldiers, not the Yam Suf waters. 

 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

I paused before  ַאִּדיִרים  

I stressed the שוא in  מודי  

Hershel was a young orphan who found his way to Detroit following WWII, along with his mother. He felt 

alone and sad, with no father and no knowledge of the language or culture of this new country.  As he sat 

all alone outside his home one day, a man approached him. “Hi, I’m Yaakov. I’m curious to know if you 

own a bike?” “No.” Hershel replied. “We can’t afford one.” R’ Yaakov nodded in understanding and walked 

away. When Hershel came home  from school the next day, he was surprised to find a brand new bike 

waiting for him! Hershel read the attached note with interest. “Dear Hershel, I hope you enjoy this bike. 

If you need anything just ask me. Your friend, Yaakov”.  Hershel was thrilled with his new bike.  His mother 

was happy for him too, but was curious to know who their kind benefactor was. That Friday night, while 

she and Hershel were taking a walk, he suddenly shouted,  “Mama, look. There is my friend, Yaakov!” 

Hershel ran to R’ Yaakov, who bent down,  pinched his cheek, and told him that he would always be there 

for him. His mother watched in shock as she realized that this man was none other than the  Stoliner 

Rebbe, Rav Yaakov Baruch Shochet! She silently thanked Hashem that her son would always have this 

great man as a father figure.  

We, too, need to realize that Hashem loves us deeply. He is our Father, always there for us. He  too tells us, “Anything 

you need, just ask”. 

 עד יעבר ... עד יעבר

The .)גמרא )ברכות ד says the double לשון here refers to the two times the Yidden entered ארץ ישראל, 

once with יהושע בן נון, and once with עזרא הסופר to  rebuild the second בית המקדש. The פסוק puts 

them together to teach us that just as we will merit miracles when we enter ארץ ישראל with יהושע בן 

 עבירות committed עזרא הסופר But the Yidden at that time of .עזרא הסופר so too when we enter with ,נון

on their level, and therefore did not merit seeing great נסים. 

To maintain the word “ מודי ”’s correct meaning as ‘remain silent’ (as in the word "דומם"), 

one must emphasize the שוא  sound in מודי  as a שוא נא.  Otherwise, it can mean “compare. ( ף נעי' ע

 (יוסף

Also, remember to pause before saying the word   ַאִּדיִרים (“mighty”) in the pasuk  ...ִים ָצְללּו ַּכעֹוֶפֶרת ְּבַמָֽ

 ַאִּדיִרים

so that the adjective “mighty” describes the Egyptian soldiers, not the Yam Suf waters. 




