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 'וכתה 
{Lesson #8} 

Who is like You among the strong ones, Hashem?  ָכה ‘,ה ָּבֵאִלםִמי ָכמ ֹֽ  

Who is like You adorned with holiness, ,ֶדׁש ָכה ֶנְאָּדר ַּבּק ֹֽ  ִמי ָּכמ ֹֽ

fearsome in praise [we are afraid to praise You, for it can never suffice],   ְתִהֹּלתנֹוָרא ,  

the one who does wonders.  ֵׂשה ֶלאע ֹֽ .ֶפֶֽ  

You stretched out Your right hand [and the wicked were destroyed],   ,יָת ְיִמיְנָך  ָנִטֹֽ

the earth swallowed them. מֹו ֶרץ. ִּתְבָלֵעֶֽ ָאֹֽ  

You led with Your kindness יָת ְבַחְסְּדָך  ָנִחֹֽ

this nation that you redeemed. ,ְלָּת  ַעם זּו ָּגָאֹֽ

You led them with Your strength,   ְלָּת ְבָעְּזָך  ֵנַהֹֽ

to Your holy dwelling place [the בית המקדש].  ָך. ְנֵוהֶאל ָקְדֶׁשֹֽ  
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נחית בחסדך... 

ְלָּת ְבָעְּזָך ֶֽ  ֵנה 

The talmidim of R’ 

Eliezer Hagadol 

asked him, “What 

can we do to be 

saved from  חבלי

                 ”?משיח

He responded, 

“Involve yourself 

in Torah and חסד; 

there is no greater 

protection.”  The 

Chofetz Chaim 

quotes a מדרש 

which says that 

 ”נחית בחסדך“

refers to the חסד 

the Yidden did to 

each other in 

Mitzrayim and  

 refers ”נהלת בעזך“

to the Torah that 

they learned, as 

Torah is called עוז.  

Being that we, 

too, are now in 

 and at the גלות

time of  עקבתא

 we must ,דמשיחא

involve ourselves 

in Torah    and   

 as much as חסד

we can.  Let us 

look for 

opportunities to 

help each other 

and to learn 

Torah! 

 

 

 

ֶלא.נֹוָרא ְתִהֹּלת,  ֵׂשה ֶפֹֽ ע ֹֽ  

The עולת תמיד   points out 

that the Yidden did not say 

ָׂשה ֶלא ע ָ ֶפֹֽ  (past tense), but 

ֵׂשה ֶלא ע  ֶפֹֽ   (present tense) 

implying that  Hashem is 

constantly doing wonders.  

Rav Avigdor Miller adds 

that  חז''ל teach: “  קשין

כקריעת ים מזונותיו של אדם 

 the sustenance – סוף

(food) of a man is as 

difficult as קריעת ים סוף. 

This is because the 

wonder of creation of food 

from a simple seed and 

our ingestion and 

breakdown of that food to 

provide proper nutrients  

to each portion of our 

body is no less amazing 

and complex than the 

wonders of קריעת ים סוף.  

For this reason, we 

preface these words with 

the words נֹוָרא ְתִהֹּלת- 

awesome in praise . We 

are saying that we fear to 

praise Hashem because 

whatever praise we will 

say will be far less than the 

truth!  

Every facet of this world is 

so absolutely amazing and 

miraculous. We can 

fathom only the tiniest 

understanding and 

appreciation of it all.  

 

ָכה ָּבֵאִלם ה ֶדׁש, ‘ִמי ָכמ ֶֽ ּק ֶֽ ָכה ֶנְאָּדר ּב  ִמי ָּכמ ֶֽ  

These words are repeated later before  שמונה

 as a summary of  ,מעריב and again by ,עשרה

the שירת הים . What is so special about these 

words? 

The word אלם can have two meanings, 

depending on the nekudos. ֵאִלם means 

strong, while ִאֵלם means mute. Generally, we 

have a difficult time comprehending how 

Hashem, who is ֵאִלם   - so strong,  can remain 

 silent, while His beloved children suffer -  ִאֵלם

in  גלות. But by the  היםשירת , the Yidden 

reached a level of אמונה where they were 

able to understand and accept the pain of the 

 .גאולה as much as they accepted the גלות 

They understood that the cruelty of the 

Mitzriyim towards them was the will of 

Hashem and for our benefit.   

The פסוק continues:   ָכה ֶנְאָּדר ֶדׁשִמי ָּכמ ֹֽ ּק ֶֽ ּב   . The 

word קדושה means separated. Hashem’s 

running of the world is so far removed from 

our understanding. Therefore, we accept our 

suffering even though we don’t necessarily 

understand why we deserve it or how it is to 

our benefit. Throughout our  גלות, this level 

of אמונה has been displayed by Yidden time 

and again. Even seemingly ordinary Yidden 

accept whatever their life situation brings 

them, knowing that we can’t understand the 

ways of Hashem.    (Rav Shimon Schwab) 

We can add another thought on the words   ִמי

ָכה ָּבֵאִלם ה ‘ָכמ ֹֽ . Throughout our history, we 

find that רשעים (such as Paraoh and Titus) 

spoke with great audacity towards Hashem, 

yet Hashem didn’t take revenge on them 

right away.  The כלי יקר writes that this reveals 

to us that true power and strength is to stay 

quiet at times of adversity.  A person who 

listens as another person insults him but 

controls himself by not responding, is a true 

 .and is following in the ways of Hashem ,גיבור
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  When someone brought the Chofetz Chaim his mother’s ספר תהילים, he cried, and with much 

emotion declared, “Do you know how many tears my mother shed that her son grow to be an 

ehrliche Yid?”  Well, we all know how much those tefillos helped! More so, many times, we see 

even a “regular boy” who suddenly begins learning and shteiging way ahead of his peers.  The 

Chazon Ish explained that this special siyata dishmaya can come about because of the sincere 

tefillos and tears of his parents, grandparents, or great-grandparents, who davened for their 

descendants to grow in Torah.  Those tears are what helped him become a gadol b’Torah.  This 

is the power of a tefillah that emanates from the depths of the heart. 

יָת ְיִמיְנָך,  מֹו ָנִטֹֽ ֶרץ. ִּתְבָלֵעֹֽ ָאֹֽ  

The מכילתא says that after the ים סוף spit the dead מצריים ashore [and the Yidden removed all the 

valuables from them], the ground opened and swallowed them, giving them a proper burial. This was 

  !"ה' הצדיק" said מצריים for when the שכר

In truth, at first, the ground was afraid to absorb their bodies, and threw them back to the ים, which 

in turn threw them back to the dry land. The ground reasoned, “When I opened up to absorb the 

blood of one individual -  הבל ,  I was  punished. Certainly I will be punished if I absorb all these bodies. 

Only after Hashem swore to the ground that it would not be punished did it agree to bury all the 

bodies.   That is why the וקפס  here says נךיימ  – Hashem’s right Hand,  which is a ן לשו  of בועהש . 

 (עץ יוסף)

נורה תהילות 

The 'גמ in דף כה(. מגילה( says that one should not add praises to  Hashem  more than 

designated by the אנשי כנסת הגדולה. This is compared to one who attempts to praise a 

king by saying that he has thousands of silver coins when the king really has thousands 

of gold coins. It is impossible to properly praise  Hashem! 

Take the time to think and write about the wonders of any one “natural” thing in our 

lives. (e.g. How an apple grows, how your eyes work etc….) 

Use a separate piece of paper. 




