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'ה כתה
{Lesson #9} 

He sends His command earthward,  ַח ִאְמָרתֹו ֵֽ ֶרץַהֹּׁשל  ָֽ ,א   

His word hurries [to fulfill its mission]. .ָרה ָירּוץ ְּדָברֹו  ַעד ְמה 

He gives snow like wool,  ן ֶלגַהֹּנת  ֶמר, ֶׁשָֽ ַּכָּצֵֽ  

He scatters frost like ashes.  ֶפרְּכפֹור ָֽ א  ר. ּכ  ְיַפּז   

He throws His ice like crumbs, ,ַמְׁשִליְך ַקְרחֹו ְכִפִּתים 

who can withstand His cold? .י ָקָרתֹו ִמי ַיֲעמֹוד  ִלְפנ 

He sends His word and it melts them,  רֹוִיְׁשַלח ם, ְּדב  ְוַיְמס   

He blows his wind; the water flows [all ice and snow melt]. .ִים ב רּוחֹו ִיְּזלּו ָמֵֽ  ַיּׁש 
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ן  ֶלגַהֹּנת  ֶמר ֶׁשָֽ ַּכָּצֵֽ  - He gives snow like

wool.

Wool provides great warmth and 

protects the sheep on whose back 

it grows from the frigid winter 

cold. Snow does likewise, 

protecting the earth, the seeds, 

the plant roots, and the animals 

hibernating inside it from the frigid 

winter weather.  Snow is white, 

fluffy, and beautiful, just like wool. 

When it is time for spring, Hashem 

brings warm weather, causing the 

snow to melt. The melting snow 

seeps into the ground it covers, and 

flows to other areas and rivers too, 

bringing needed water to many 

places. It is time for the plants to 

begin growing, and for that, they 

need lots of water. People are also 

tilling their fields then, so they 

require lots of water to be available 

for irrigation purposes. Active in the 

fields, they and their animals need 

to drink more as well.  

Also, when the weather warms and 

the snow melts, the animals and 

insects resting underground can 

now come out. 

The פסוק says ן ֶלג ַהֹּנת  ֶׁשֵֽ , from the 

 present - because it – מתנה of שורש

is indeed a special present from 

Hashem. 

Q. Why is snow compared to wool?

 His - עד מהרה ירוץ דברו

word hurries [to fulfill its 

mission]. 

We all believe משיח will 

come sometime in the 

future.  But do we expect 

him to arrive right now? 

Honestly, most probably 

not. The reason for that is 

because we don’t see or 

feel it happening.  But  דוד

 encourages us to המלך

feel the arrival of משיח as 

being imminent.  

ירוץ דברו מהרה "עד    –

When the moment of 

 arrives, things will גאולה

happen quickly.  So even 

if we don’t see or feel 

anything happening now, 

when Hashem decides 

that the time has come, 

everything will happen 

suddenly and swiftly.  This 

is like the נביא  tells us,  

"אני ד'     (ישעיה ס' כ"ב)

 I am“ – בעתו אחישנה"

Hashem, in its time I will 

hasten it.” 

 שיח יצחק, עיון תפלה

Q. How can we expect

to come now if we משיח

don’t see or feel anything 

happening? 

 - השלח אמרתו ארץ

He sends His 

command 

earthward. 

 tells us דוד המלך

that rain or any 

other form of 

precipitation 

doesn’t simply fall. 

It is sent by 

Hashem’s 

command.   Every 

detail is decided by 

Hashem – Rain, 

snow, hail, or sleet? 

How much, on 

which land, and 

when?  Will it be at 

night while we 

sleep –  ברכהגשמי  -  

or right in middle of 

our game? And 

Hashem’s decisions 

are based on how 

we act [as we say in 

the second פרשה of 

 [.שמע

 (Rav Miller ,רד"ק) 

Q. What do we

learn from the

words:  השלח אמרתו

 ?ארץ
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An avreich in Eretz Yisroel, R’ Moshe, hailed a cab for a short ride costing 20 Shekel. At the trip’s end, 
he handed the driver a 200-shekel note, expecting to get 180 shekalim change. It was only when he 
entered his home and counted the change that he realized that amongst the notes, the driver 
accidentally gave him a 50-shekel note instead of a 20-shekel note, for a total of 210 shekalim instead 
of 180 shekalim. This meant that he now had another Yid’s money in his possession! He was a thief, 
albeit inadvertently. But how could he return the money? He had no idea who the driver was, or even 
for which taxi company he worked. He had flagged him down on the street, and did not order him 
through a company. Moshe was so bothered by this. True, it was a relatively small amount of money, 
and it wasn’t fully his fault. Still, he was frightened of the terrible sin of theft, in any which way. 
Imagine accidentally eating “just” a small piece of pig meat, chas v’shalom! And we are taught that if 
one stole even a small amount, he can be barred entry into Gan Eden, R”l. 
 Moshe constantly davened to Hashem with utmost sincerity for help in tracing the cab driver and 
returning his money. He knew he was asking for the near impossible, but with sincere tefilos, anything 
can happen. Besides, he had no other recourse! 
One morning, Moshe  was entering the Itzkowitz shul in Bnei Brak when he heard a man shouting 
toward him, trying to catch his attention. He turned around, and saw it was a cab driver seeking 
directions. He approached the cab to assist, and nearly fainted. It was the long-lost driver! He 
immediately pulled 30 shekel from his pocket and handed it to the driver, with an excited but brief 
explanation. The driver, who was not frum, was astounded at his honesty. And then he said, “You 
must know that I am never in Bnei Brak. I usually work in Yerushalayim, and it is by an unusual 
coincidence that I am here today.”    
We know better, don’t we? The power of a sincere tefilah, once again!  
The next time we need something, even if, or especially if, the situation seems desperate, offer a 
sincere tefilah to Hashem. It can be in your own words, but it must be straight from the heart! 

 
- משליח קרחו כפיתים He throws His ice like crumbs.

The word  פיתים is generally used in the context of bread. The word פת – bread- is from this שורש.  

We find the word פיתים used by the מנחות – a bread product - in פר ויקראס . The קפסו  here is telling us 

that when Hashem gives us ice, it is as if He is giving us life-sustaining morsels of bread. When hail 

ice melts, it provides more [life-sustaining] water  per square inch than does rain and certainly snow. 

The פסוק says His ice to remind us that ice is a gift from Hashem for which we must thank Him. 

(Adapted from Rav Miller) 

Name five benefits of snow, frost, ice, or cold (either those that we learned above, or your own ideas.) 




