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 ' בכתה 
{Lesson #9} 

 והיה אם שמע 

And it will be ְוָהָיה 

if you listen well to my mitzvos ,ַע ִּתְׁשְמעּו ֶאל ִמְצֹוַתי  ִאם ָׁשמ ֹֽ

which I command you today ִכי ְמַצֶּוה ֲאֶׁשר ֶאְתֶכם ַהיֹום, ָאנ   

to love Hashem, your Hashem '׀ ֱאֹלֵקיֶכם ְלַאֲהָבה ֶאת ה  

and to serve Him  ּוְלָעְבדֹו 

with all your heart ׀ ְלַבְבֶכם ְּבָכל  

and with all your soul. .ּוְבָכל ַנְפְׁשֶכם 
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 – שמוע תשמעו

 מצוה גוררת מצוה/חזרה

 

The words   שמוע תשמעו 

mean to listen to and 

accept Hashem’s 

mitzvos. Included in this 

is learning Hashem’s 

Torah.    

 points out the רש"י

significance of the 

double wording:   שמוע

 as follows: The  תשמעו

word שמוע refers to the 

 that one already תורה

learned. If he makes sure 

to review it, then he will 

be זוכה for the  תשמעו, 

which refers to the new   

 that he will he תורה

continue to learn in the 

future.  

 )רש"י סוכה מו:(

Another meaning is that 

if one learns  Torah and 

performs  מצוות, he will 

have סייעתא דשמיא to 

continue to learn more 

Torah and perform more 

מצוה   because ,מצוות

  .גוררת מצוה

     )גור אריה(                 

 

This פסוק begins the second 

 referred  , קריאת שמע of פרשה

to as  והיה אם שמוע.  There are 

many similarities between it 

and the first פרשה of שמע. Here 

are some: 

 שמע והיה  אם שמוע 

 שמע שמוע תשמעו

לאהבה את ה' 

 אלקיך 

 ואהבת

בכל לבבכם 

 ובכל נפשכם

בכל לבבך 

 ובכל נפשך

And many  

more! 

And  

many 

more! 

 

The גמרא says that שמע is   קבלת

מלכות שמיםעול   – accepting 

Hashem as King,  and   והיה אם

 – קבלת עול מצוות is  שמוע

accepting upon ourselves to 

keep Hashem’s מצוות. 

 The פרשה starts with 1) a 

 a condition obligating us – תנאי

to keep the מצוות, then 2) שכר –  

the reward  - for those who 

keep the תנאי.  Then the  3) 

 warning that if one – התראה

goes against the תנאי , such as 

by serving ע"ז ,  he will get an 4) 

 .the punishment – עונש

 

לעבדו בכל לבבכם ובכל ו

 And to serve – נפשכם

Him with all your 

heart and with all 

your soul.  

  Serving Hashem 

with all your heart 

and soul means to 

serve him with 

complete 

dedication.  The 

 מסילת ישרים )הקדמה(

writes that this 

includes the 

command not to 

perform    מצות אנשים

 out of מצוות  - מלומדה

habit, with little or 

no enthusiasm for 

the  מצוות. When we 

perform a מצוה, we 

should do so with 

the thought that 

Hashem 

commanded us to, 

and we are happy 

and excited to do it 

because we love 

Hashem! 
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Before one begins davening, he should try to relax himself and avoid thoughts that distract him 

from davening.     )שו"ע סי' צ"ח ס"א( 

Also, it is not proper for one  to daven in a place where there are distractions in front of him,  such 

as  pictures, or where there is a bad smell that disturbs his concentration.  

 )שו"ע או"ח סי"ד סכ"ג(  )מ"ב סי' צ"ח סק"ד(

.   

 
Tell  רבי  of a time that you or a relative performed a mitzvah, and that caused another mitzvah! If 

you cannot think of a case, ask your parents or other relatives to tell you one. 

 
The ).גמרא )תענית ב learns the מצוה of תפילה from the words of this ובכל  לבבכםבכל  ולעבדו  :פסוק

 And to serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul.     When one davens, he must - נפשכם

think about what he is saying. This is why תפילה  is called the service of the heart.   The רמב"ם 

writes that this is  a מצוה מן התורה! 

 

A mitzvah for the sake of Hashem 

One year, there were no esrogim to be found in Vilna. As Sukkos approached, messengers 

were sent far and near to find an esrog, with no price too high to pay. Finally, an esrog was 

located, but no matter what they offered the owner, he would not sell it. “I will not sell my 

mitzvah of esrog for all the money in the world!” Only after they explained to him that the 

esrog was needed for the great Vilna Gaon did he agree to give them the esrog. However, he 

had one condition - the reward in Olam Haba from the Vilna Gaon’s mitzvah would belong to 

him - the seller. Out of desperation, the messengers agreed to the deal. 

Returning to Vilna, the messengers had mixed feelings. They were excited to have an esrog in 

hand, but also afraid to disappoint the Vilna Gaon with the condition they had agreed to. They 

needn’t have worried.  Upon hearing the condition, the Vilna Gaon beamed with joy! He 

explained that his whole life, he hoped for an opportunity to fulfill at least one mitzvah the 

way it should be done – just for Hashem’s sake, with no intention of getting a reward. Now 

that the reward for this mitzvah was going to someone else, he could finally perform a mitzvah 

out of pure  love of Hashem. That was sure reason to rejoice! 

ם ס' פינות הבית()ס' רוח אליהו מר' אלי' בלאך ז"ל עמ' סח, בש  

 




