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'בכתה 
{Lesson #8} 

and you should write them [these words of שמע]   ּוְכַתְבָּתם

on the doorposts   ַעל ְמזֻזֹות 

of your house ָך ֶֽ  ֵּבית 

and of your gates. .יָך ֶֽ  ּוִבְׁשָער 
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A Mitzvah That Provides 
Protection: 

A house that has a מזוזה affixed to 
it has Hashem’s protection  מנחות(
ז, יא'('')ע The Gemara .לד: טור שם(   
tells us that  סואונקל  , a nephew of 
the Roman emperor  went to  ארץ
 The .גר and became a ישראל
emperor sent many groups of 
soldiers to bring אונקלוס back.  As 
one group was leading him back, 
 and placed מזוזה  passed a אונקלוס
his hand on it. The soldiers asked 
him what the מזוזה was.  He 
explained:  A regular king needs his 
subjects to stand outside his palace 
to guard him.  But the Jews have it 
just the opposite.  While they - the 
subjects - sit  in the comfort of their 
homes, their King - Hashem 
“stands outside” protecting them 
through the ותמזוז  on their doors. 
When the soldiers heard this, they 
were so inspired that they 
immediately became   גרים also! 
The בית יוסף   says that the 
protection Hashem  provides us in 
the זכות of מזוזה is  a נס נגלה, an 
open miracle! While non-Jewish 
homes may be struck by 
misfortune, the Jewish houses 
nearby  will be protected through 
their ותמזוז . [Nevertheless, our 
intention when fulfilling the 
mitzvah of מזוזה should not be for 
the protection it offers, but 
because it is Hashem’s mitzvah!]  

 )טור שם(

The Most Important 
Message: 

 The words of  שמע contain 
vital ‘messages’ that we 
must understand and do. 
As mentioned in previous 
Lessons, they are: 
“Understand that there is 
One Hashem”,   “Love 
Hashem”, and “Learn 
Hashem’s heiligeh Torah”. 
These messages are so 
important, as we can see 
from the many reminders 
the Torah gives us to be 
sure we never forget 
them.  Each morning and 
night, we repeat these 
messages with the recital 
of שמע. We also wear 
these ‘messages’ in boxes 
 on our hand and (תפילין)
head each day. And, as 
this  פסוק  teaches us now, 
the  ‘messages’ are written 
on a parchment and 
affixed to the right 
doorposts of our homes 
and gateways, a מצוה 
known to us as "מזוזה"! 
How amazing! The Torah is 
telling us that the 
messages to Understand 
Hashem is One , to Love 
Hashem, and to Learn His 
Torah, are the most 
important ideas for us to 
remember our entire lives! 

The Purpose Of 
 : מזוזה

This פסוק teaches 
us the mitzvah of 
 פרשיות The .מזוזה
of שמע and  והיה
 must be אם שמוע
written on a 
parchment, rolled 
up, and affixed to 
the right 
doorposts of every 
entranceway. The 
 of placing the מצוה
 on a spot מזוזה
that a person 
passes all the time 
is meant to be a 
constant reminder 
that     ה' אחד - 
Hashem is One.      
"ג )חינוך  מצוה תכ    

טור יו"ד סי' רפה( -  

When someone 
does this mitzvah 
in the intended 
way, thinking 
about the 
message of the 
 each time he מזוזה
passes it by, he 
will merit  long life 
for himself and his 
children  . 

סי' רפה ט"ז יו"ד   
  סק"א
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 The Midrash tells us an amazing story. The Persian king Arteban sent R’ Yehudah HaNassi a 
priceless pearl, with the message: “Send me an equally precious item in exchange.” How 
astounded was he when R’ Yehudah Hanassi’s messenger delivered him a scroll of parchment 
containing Hebrew text (a מזוזה)! The king reproached R’ Yehudah, “How could you send me 
an object worth only a few small coins?” 
“You are mistaken about the value of my gift,” replied R’ Yehudah HaNassi. “Pearls are not 
the ultimate treasure, as you may believe. A מזוזה is worth far more. Firstly, it grants us 
unlimited reward in the World to Come. Furthermore, even in this world, it is superior to your 
gift of a pearl. While you must guard your gift from thieves, my gift guards me from harm 
even while I sleep.”  

Every מזוזה contains שקי , the name of Hashem, on its exterior. This can also be  ראשי

שראלילתות דומר ש :for  תיבות   - Hashem watches over the doors  of the Yidden. 

 When one affixes a מזוזה to a doorpost which is certainly obligated in a מזוזה, he makes 
a special ברכה. Even if the מזוזה falls off and he is re-affixing it, he makes this special 
 is [ברכה and/or] מזוזה There are many situations where there is a doubt if a .ברכה
required on a certain doorway. In such a case, a person will consult a  רב and follow his 
ruling.  

When passing a מזוזה on your way in and out of an entranceway, place your hand on it 

and think, “Hashem is One”! 

 The אריז"ל writes that you should kiss it too.  

 (ברכת יוסף )
















