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ביאור תפילה

כתה ח‘ Lesson 5

The Berachah of ַדַעת
You graciously give knowledge to man ַעת, ַאָּתה חֹוֵנן ְלָאָדם ַּדֽ

and teach mankind understanding. ּוְמַלֵּמד ֶלֱאנֹוׁש ִּביָנה

                             give us from Yourself: ָחֵּנֽנּו ֵמִאְּתָך

                           , ֵדָעה

understanding ִּביָנה

and                            . ְוַהְׂשֵּכל. 

You are the source of all berachah ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה

Hashem [Master of all], ה', 

the gracious Giver of knowledge. חֹוֵנן ַהָּדַעת. 

When the Malach, Gavriel, taught Yosef HaTzaddik the seventy languages, 
the Malachim proclaimed: (שבולי הלקט) .ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה’ חֹוֵנן ַהָּדַעת



Lesson 5 Page |16

התעוררות בתפילה
THE FIRST REQUEST
This berachah is the 
first of the middle set 
of berachos called 
 .requests ,ַּבָקשֹות
Why, of all the 
requests that we ask 
of Hashem, is da’as 
the very first? The Tur 
קטו)  explains (סימן 
that asking Hashem 
for intelligence is the 
most important need 
that we have since this 
is what makes man 
superior to animals. 
The Tur adds another 
reason: ִּביָנה ֵאין   ִאם 
ְּתִפיָלה  Without ― ֵאין 
understanding there 
is no tefillah. If a 
person doesn’t have 
understanding, he 
will not be able to 
comprehend why he 
needs to daven, and 
even if he does daven, 
he will not know 
what to ask for. Since 
understanding is so 
necessary to tefillah, 
Chazal set it as the 
very first thing we ask 
for in Shemoneh Esrei.

ַעת ַאָּתה חֹוֵנן ְלָאָדם ַּדֽ
MOST BERACHOS BEGIN directly with 
the request of that berachah (e.g. ְסַלח 
 Forgive us…). This berachah is the ,ָלנּו
only one that begins with a declaration: 
ַעת ַּדֽ ְלָאָדם  חֹוֵנן   You graciously give ,ַאָּתה 
knowledge to man. Only after we say 
this do we make our request. Why is this 
berachah different?
Rav Avigdor Miller explains that the 
difference is as follows: It is not hard to 
see that Hashem controls wealth and 
health. It is clear that these things are out 
of human control and without Hashem’s 
constant involvement one would not be 
able to sustain himself or to continue 
to be healthy. However, when it comes 
to da’as, a person can think that the 
intelligence Hashem gave him at birth is 
now a part of him and that he no longer 
needs Hashem to help him understand 
things and make reasonable decisions. 
Therefore, we begin the berachah by 
declaring that our da’as is a constant 
gift from Hashem: ַעת ַּדֽ ְלָאָדם  חֹוֵנן   ,ַאָּתה 
You graciously give knowledge to man. 
The word חֹוֵנן, graciously give, is in the 
present tense, indicating that Hashem 
does this constantly, throughout one’s 
life. Without Hashem’s daily gift of da’as, 
our intelligence would disappear. After 
we have established this, we can go on to 
make our request.
 

ָחֵּנֽנּו ֵמִאְּתָך ֵדָעה ִּביָנה ְוַהְׂשֵּכל
THE SEDER HAYOM writes 
that one should have 
intense kavanah when 
saying this berachah, 
because a person needs 
da’as to be ַּבטֹוב  to ,ּבֹוֵחר 
choose what is good for 
him, and to be ָּבַרע  ,מֹוֵאס 
to reject the bad. So often 
what the world considers 
good is really bad and what 
the world considers bad is 
really good. Our ability to 
distinguish between what 
the world considers good 
and what is really good 
needs a great deal of clear 
and deep understanding. 
This is one of the most 
important things that we 
ask Hashem for in this 
berachah.  
The Yaaros Devash points 
out another crucial thing 
that is connected to 
this berachah: learning 
Torah! Our primary use of 
da’as is in understanding 
and growing in Torah. 
This is the berachah in 
Shemoneh Esrei where we 
ask Hashem for the ability 
to do this. 
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רוח התפילה
Some years ago, there was a Gerrer Chassid, who was a great tzaddik and masmid. In his old age he suffered 
from Alzheimer’s disease, and spent most of his days confused and disoriented. In 2015, this tzaddik’s grandson 
got married. The chosson’s father discovered, to his great excitement, that there was a new wonder drug for this 
disease that could bring about an amazing, but temporary, turnaround. After taking it, an Alzheimer’s patient 
returns to himself to some extent, but only for a few hours. The drug’s side effects are too damaging for it to be 
taken regularly, but it can be taken once every few months. The family decided to give the medication to this man 
on the day of the wedding so he could partake in the simchah and interact with the guests. Several hours before 
the wedding, he took the pill, and he became more lucid than he had been in months. His son told him that 
his grandson was about to get married, and he trembled with excitement. He embraced the chosson, but then 
announced that he did not intend to go to the wedding! “I have missed many hours of learning,” he said, “Now that 
my mind is clear I must grab the opportunity and make use of the precious few hours I have.” He proceeded to learn 
for fifteen hours non-stop, writing many pages of notes on Maseches Bava Basra in his notebook.
This tzaddik understood that more than any other thing in the world, the most important benefit of a clear mind is 
to allow us to learn Torah!

Before the Jewish people left Mitzrayim, they were commanded to ask the Mitzriyim for gold and silver. Now, the 
Mitzriyim hated us — their land was ruined because of us, and they had all suffered miserably from the makkos. Still, 
they willingly gave us whatever we asked for. This great miracle teaches us a very fundamental concept in emunah. 
During the makkos, we saw how Hashem is in complete control of everything in nature: the water, the animals, the 
sky, etc. Now, when the Mitzriyim, who hated us so much, willingly gave us their most valuable possessions, we 
learned that Hashem can control the human mind as well.

On Motza’ei Shabbos we add the tefillah of ַאָּתה חֹוַנְנָּתנּו to the berachah of ַאָּתה חֹוֵנן. This serves as a Havdalah in 
davening, aside from the Havdalah that we will again say later, on a ּכֹוס ַיְין (cup of wine).
If one forgot to say ַאָּתה חֹוַנְנָּתנּו, he does not have to daven again, since in any case he will recite Havdalah later. 
However, if he forgot ַאָּתה חֹוַנְנָּתנּו and then mistakenly ate before saying Havdalah, he must daven again with ַאָּתה 
.and also say Havdalah on a cup of wine חֹוַנְנָּתנּו

ידוע תדע

הלכה

הנהגה בתפילה
The Yaaros Devash writes that in this berachah one should also have in mind all those who learn Torah, 

and that Hashem should enable us to understand the Torah for His sake, and not for any ulterior motives. 
Let us have our classmates in mind when we say the berachah of ַאָּתה חֹוֵנן!
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