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 'זכתה 
{Lesson #6} 

Pause  slightly, to separate between  שמע  and ברוך שם, which are the main פסוקים  of  

And you should love  ְוָאַהְבָּת 

Hashem your Hashem 'ֱאֹלֵקיָך,  ֵאת ה  

with all your heart [Full belief in Hashem, never questioning His ways.] ְלָבְבָך,  ְּבָכל  

and with all your soul [life] ,ּוְבָכל ַנְפְׁשָך 

and with all your possessions [or resources].   ָךּוְבָכל ֶֽ .ְמֹאד   

And these words [of Torah]  ,ֶּלה  ְוָהיּו ַהְּדָבִרים ָהֵאֵֽ

that I command you today, ָאֹנִכי ְמַצְּוָך ַהּיֹום,  ֲאֶׁשר  

shall be on your heart. ָך.  ַעל ְלָבֶבֵֽ  

And you should teach them carefully  ְוִׁשַּנְנָּתם  

to your children, ,יָך  ְלָבֶנֵֽ

and you should speak in them  ָּבםְוִדַּבְרָּת,  

when you sit in your house ָך ְּבִׁשְבְּתָך ְּבֵביֶתֵֽ  

and when you walk on the way ,ֶרְך  ּוְבֶלְכְּתָך ַבֶּדֵֽ

and when you lie down ,ּוְבָׁשְכְּבָך 

and when you rise. .ָך  ּוְבקּוֶמֵֽ

And you should tie them [these words of שמע] ּוְקַׁשְרָּתם  

as a sign on your arm, ָך,  ְלאֹות ַעל ָיֶדֵֽ  

and they should be tefilin  ְלֹטָטֹפתְוָהיּו  

between your eyes. יָך.  ֵּבין ֵעיֶנֵֽ  

And you should write them [these words of שמע] ּוְכַתְבָּתם  

on the doorposts of your house  ָך ְמֻזזֹותַעל ֵּביֶתֵֽ  

and of your gates. .יָך  ּוִבְׁשָעֶרֵֽ
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“Reading isn’t Enough” 

In the   פרשה of ואהבת we speak 

about the מצוה of loving Hashem. 

How can there be a command to 

love someone? Love is an emotion – 

how can we be told to have an 

emotion towards something? 

The Chofetz Chaim answers in  ספר

 that if a person שמירת הלשון

concentrates on Hashem’s greatness 

and on all that Hashem does for him 

free-of-charge, he will indeed come 

to love of Hashem.  

The Chafetz Chaim explains this with 

a משל. A rich man hired an estate 

manager to manage his affairs while 

he traveled on an extended trip. 

Before departing, he read him a list 

with clear and detailed instructions 

on how to manage his livestock, 

gardens, and mansion. Upon his 

return, the rich man was horrified to 

find everything in disarray - his 

animals were dying, his grass was 

overgrown, and his mansion was full 

of cobwebs. He shouted at the 

manager, “How could you have been 

so irresponsible?” But the manager 

defended himself, “I did exactly as 

you told me. Each morning and 

evening, I carefully read the list 

aloud.  I did not miss even one time.”  

The problem is obvious. Simply 

reading a list doesn’t accomplish 

anything. The Chafetz Chaim 

explains that simply reciting ואהבת 

without applying and absorbing its 

messages is like the man who read 

the list without performing the tasks 

written on it.  

Reading is not enough! 

 

ֱאֹלֵקיָך  ֵאת ה'  ְוָאַהְבּתָ   

“Spread the Word!” 

The simple meaning of these 

words is that one should love 

Hashem. But the  ).גמרא )יומא פו  

tells us an additional meaning of 

these words:   שיהא שם שמים

 that the name of   - מתאהב על ידיך

Hashem should become beloved 

to others through your actions.  A 

Yid must conduct himself in a 

manner that will make others 

exclaim, “How great is the 

Hashem of this person. How 

fortunate are his father and rebbi 

who taught him Torah…”.  This 

brings about genuine love of 

Hashem.        

There is a famous story of  ר' שמעון

 who sold flax תנא a great ,בן שטח 

for a living. His  תלמידים  bought 

him a donkey so he would have an 

easier time delivering his 

merchandise. As they were 

returning home from the 

marketplace, they noticed a 

precious gem hanging from the 

donkey. They were very excited. 

Their rebbi could sell this gem for 

a fortune, and then learn 

undisturbed for a long while. But 

 did not share their ר' שמעון

enthusiasm. Although the seller 

was a non-Jew and the halachah 

did not obligate ר' שמעון to return 

the gem to him, he would not hear 

of keeping it. He made a 

tremendous 'קידוש ה by returning 

the jewel to the seller. The non-

Jew exclaimed, “Blessed is the 

Hashem of שמעון בן שטח!” 

Let us emulate the conduct of  'ר

 and bring about שמעון בן שטח

 and love of Hashem in the קידוש ה'

world.  

 

  .תפילה Order of the - סדר התפילה 

“Show that you are serious.” 

Why does the  פרשה of  ואהבת 

follow the פסוק   of    שמע ישראל ? 

When we say    שמע ישראל , we 

proclaim the oneness of Hashem 

in the world. We declare that He 

alone created and controls the 

entire universe. Recognizing this, 

in the    פרשה    of ואהבת which 

follows, we declare to Hashem 

that we desire to love Him with all 

our heart, soul, and resources, 

and that  we will  teach  His Torah 

to our children and talmidim -  

 .  ושננתם לבניך

  . (ריקאנטי דברים ו' ה') 

This proclamation is a very special 

one, but we must truly mean it! 

For example, we say that we love 

Hashem בכל נפשך. This means 

that we are ready to sacrifice our 

lives for Hashem if we are told to 

transgress certain  עבירות. If we 

take a moment to envision such a 

scenario while we say these 

words, then the מפרשים explain 

that we get  שכר  as if we actually 

gave our lives 'על קידוש ה ! This is 

a tremendous  זכות  for us! By 

readying ourselves to do so, we 

also show Hashem that we 

believe He alone runs the world, 

and we are therefore ready to 

sacrifice all we have, even our 

lives, for Him. After all, our lives 

are His. 

[The מפרשים use this concept to 

explain the פסוק  of   כי עליך הורגנו כל

 How can it be that we are  .  היום

killed all day for the sake of Hashem? 

The answer is that if we mentally 

prepare ourselves to die על קידוש ה, 

it is as if we actually      did.] 
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 Just use the key 

Consider a king who tells his beloved friend, “Take this key, and go to my treasury. Help 

yourself to whatever you’d like.”   The man hurries to the treasury, only to find it locked. He 

knocks on the door, but no-one responds. He notices a guard stationed nearby and begs him 

to unlock the door. “I don’t have permission to do so”, he apologizes. The door remains 

locked, and the chance is lost.  

What a shame! The key to the treasury was in the man’s pocket, only he did not remember 

to use it! Had he used the key the king gave him, he could have had tremendous wealth! 

 .is that key!  Hashem loves us and allows us access to His treasury of all good things תפילה 

But we must not forget to use the key - תפילה . Whatever good we desire can be ours if we 

simply use the key. We must daven. If we don’t, we will be like the foolish man who waited 

outside the treasury, forgetting about the key in his pocket, and allowing a precious 

opportunity to slip by. 

 

ֱאֹלֵקיָך  ת ה'א   ְוָאַהְבּתָ   

“Loving Talmidei Chachamim” 

Whenever the Torah says the word את , it comes to include something. The word  את here 

comes to include תלמידי חכמים.  The  שו"ת סי' א(       מהריל(  explains that the  מצוה here is to 

love a תלמיד חכם even more than a regular Yid. We already know that we must love every Yid 

from the words  ְוָאַהְבָּת לריעך כמוך . Obviously, the love required here towards a  תלמיד חכם is 

an even greater one. The   גמרא in  מסכת שבת    states that if someone loves חכמים תלמידי , he 

will merit sons who are תלמידי חכמים.  

The מנחת יוסף explains that this is the reason we mention ושננתם לבניך later in this פרשה. 

After we mention and apply the מצוה of loving תלמידי חכמים, we mention the מצוה of teaching 

Torah to our own children, who will be   תלמידי חכמים in the merit of the love we showed the  

 .תלמידי חכמים

So, next time you see a תלמיד חכם such as a  רב, ראש ישיבה,  רבי, etc. , try to love him in your 

heart. There is much to gain, besides the actual מצוה, of course! 



 

Rebbi Sheet Grade 7 Lesson 6 P a g e  | 4 

 

  

➢ The  שולחן ערוך writes that during the first פרשה of שמע, it is forbidden to communicate in any 

manner, including hand motions, facial expressions, or mouthing words. The  משנה ברורה adds 

that these are אסור  even for a  דבר מצוה .   

➢  ,finally met after 22 years of separation יוסף הצדיק and יעקב אבינו writes that when חומש  in רש"י

 at that שמע did not react, because he was reciting יעקב  fell upon his father and cried. But יוסף

time. The מהרש"א points out that יעקב did not even signal or hint to יוסף with his eyes or hands. 

We can learn from this just how important it is not to interrupt שמע for anything other than a 

true emergency. 

➢ A person over    בר מצוה must wear his      תפילין  when he says קריאת שמע. Otherwise, it is  כאילו

ּוְקַׁשְרָּתם ְלאֹות ַעל  as if he is saying false testimony. This is because he says ,מעיד עדות שקר על עצמו

ָך, ְוָהיּו ְלֹטָטֹפת ֵּבין ֶֽ יָך   ָיד  ֶֽ ֵעינ   -  that one must wear     תפילין as commanded by Hashem, yet he is not 

wearing them.        The משנה ברורה writes that the same concept applies when one says         

ֱאֹלֵקיָך  ה'  If one says those words but does not think about his love of Hashem, it is . ְוָאַהְבּתָ  את 

קר על עצמו    כאילו מעיד עדות ש .         (Remember, “Reading is not Enough”). 

 

 

1. Do not communicate, in any manner, during the first פרשה of שמע.  

2. While saying  ואהבת , bring yourself to 'אהבת ה by thinking of two things Hashem does for you. 

 

 S M T W Th F  

No 

Communication 

      

Ahavas Hashem       

 

 
Why is it that in the פרשה of שמע , we say  ובכל מאדיך,  and in והיה אם  שמוע we don’t? 

(Any good answer gains you entry to a raffle.) 

 

Points to Ponder 




