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ביאור תפילה

כתה ז‘ Lesson 5

We now say the possuk of Shema Yisroel, which is the declaration of Hashem’s Oneness, and ַקָּבַלת 
 .accepting Hashem as King. When we say the possuk of Shema, the Malachim are silent ,ַמְלכּות ָׁשַמִים

Then they declare ָּברּוְך ֵׁשם ְּכבֹוד ַמְלכּותֹו ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד.

[Hashem, the   King] ֶלְך ֶנֱאָמן]  [ֵאל ֶמֽ

Hear, Yidden: ְׁשַמע ִיְׂשָרֵאל

Hashem is our Hashem ה' ֱאֹלֵהינּו

Hashem is ONE. ה’ ֶאָחד

Pause slightly, to show that the first possuk is the main part of ַקָּבַלת ַמְלכּות ָׁשַמִים.

 is the Name of ָּברּוְך ֵׁשם

His glorious  ְּכבֹוד ַמְלכּותֹו

forever and ever. ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד.
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התעוררות בתפילה
ַקָּבַלת ַמְלכּות ָׁשַמִים

Saying Krias Shema is 
a ִמְצָוה ְדאֹוַרייָתא that 
we are privileged 
to do each morning 
and night. When 
we say Shema, we 
are accepting upon 
ourselves ַמְלכּות  עֹול 
 the authority ,ָׁשַמִים
of Hashem as our 
King. We are also 
proclaiming and 
accepting upon 
ourselves that 
Hashem is ֶאָחד – 
the One and Only 
King of the entire 
universe. No one 
besides Hashem 
has any power. In an 
even deeper sense, 
we are saying that 
Hashem is the One 
and Only true being 
in this world. All else 
is fleeting, and only 
exists temporarily, 
and for as long as 
Hashem wishes it 
to exist. In the Sefer 
Torah, the ע of ְׁשַמע 
and the ד of ֶאָחד are 
written larger than 
the other letters. 
Together, these 
two letters spell 
the word ֵעד, which 
means witness. We 
each serve as an ֵעד 
when we say Shema 
that Hashem is ֶאָחד 
– the One and Only 
Hashem!

ַהְּתִפיָלה  Order of – ֵסֶדר 
the Tefillos

The Medrash in Parshas 
Va’eschanan relates that 
the very first words the 
Jewish people heard 
from Hashem at Har 
Sinai were יָך  ,ָאֹנִכי ה’ ֱאֹלֶהֽ
I am your Hashem. They 
responded by saying 
ֶאָחד ה’  ָהֱאׄלִקים,  הּוא   ה’ 
(Hashem is the Hashem, 
Hashem is One). In the 
zechus of this response, 
we received the mitzvah 
to say Shema, in which 
we say twice every day 
ינּו ה’ ֶאָחד  Hashem :ה’ ֱאֹלֵקֽ
is our Hashem, Hashem 
is One. The Mishnah 
Berurah quotes Chazal 
who say that the ֲעֶׂשֶרת 
 are all hinted to ַהִדּברֹות
in the three parshiyos 
of Shema.  We can now 
appreciate another 
reason why Krias Shema 
comes right after the 
berachah of ַרָּבה  ,ַאֲהָבה 
in which we talk about 
the giving of the Torah 
at Har Sinai. Rav Schwab 
points out that for this 
reason, when saying 
Shema, we can also 
fulfill the mitzvah not 
to forget the Giving of 
the Torah at Har Sinai. 
We say Shema with the 
utmost seriousness and 
awe, acting just as the 
Jewish people did when 
they accepted the Torah 
at Har Sinai.

Mission Statement
The first mitzvah that a child is introduced to 
is the mitzvah of Shema. As soon as he learns 
to speak, his father teaches him the words of 
Shema (מב,א  And when a Yid is about .(סוכה 
to leave this world, the very last thing he says 
is the possuk of Shema. This is one of the very 
first mitzvos that a person does when he wakes 
up (as the possuk says, “ָך  and one of ,(”ּוְבקּוֶמֽ
the last mitzvos he does before going to sleep 
(as the possuk says, “ּוְבָׁשְכְּבָך”). The main focus 
throughout each day, and the entire life of a 
Yid, is ַקָּבַלת עֹול ַמְלכּות ָׁשַמִים. This is his mission 
statement.  Why is it so important for us to 
say Krias Shema twice a day every day our 
entire lives? The Chofetz Chaim explains with 
the following mashal. Reuven and Shimon 
came from the same town and were learning 
together in an out-of-town yeshivah. At one 
point, Reuven was heading home and Shimon 
asked him to deliver an urgent letter to his 
parents. Reuven agreed. As Reuven was leaving 
the dormitory to head to the train station, 
Shimon reminded him to deliver the letter: 
“Don’t forget, it’s urgent!” Halfway down the 
block, Shimon came running after him again, 
“Please, don’t forget!” As Reuven was about 
to board the train, Shimon was there again to 
remind him. Someone who witnessed all these 
exchanges approached Shimon and asked, “Why 
did you have to remind Reuven so many times?” 
Shimon explained, “I know that Reuven’s house 
just burned down. When he gets home and 
finds out, he will become very disoriented. 
Under those conditions, if I hadn’t reminded 
him all those times of how urgent this letter 
is, there’s no chance that he would remember 
to deliver it.”  So too, says the Chofetz Chaim, 
Hashem knows that when the neshamah goes 
down to this world, the fire of the yetzer hara 
can confuse it, and the neshamah can forget its 
connection to the One Hashem, ח“ו. Therefore, 
at every opportunity and at every turn, we 
remind ourselves: “ה’ ֶאָחד”!
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Question 1:
What are some of the essential points of Yiddishkeit that are contained in the first possuk 
of Shema?    

Question 2:
What is one reason that we received the mitzvah to say Shema each day? 

Question 3:
Why do we repeat Krias Shema each day and throughout our lives?
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רוח התפילה
Rav Eliezer Silver was a leader of the rescue efforts to save Yidden during and after World War II. During the war, 
many Yidden put their young children in monasteries to protect them and save them from the hands of the Nazis. 
They intended to get them back when the war ended, but many of these parents were killed. And so, with the war’s 
end, many Jewish children were stuck in monasteries, being raised with a different religion. Rav Silver, along with 
other Yidden, began the difficult job of tracking these children down. When he entered one monastery, he was 
told that there were no Jewish children there. His mind raced, “How can I get them to admit that some of these 
children are Jewish?” Hashem placed a brilliant idea in his head. Very loudly, Rav Silver began saying the words 
of “Shema Yisroel.” Suddenly, dozens of young children came running over to him, crying and saying the words of 
Shema Yisroel together with him. These special words stayed with them throughout the terrible years they spent in 
the monastery. Hearing these words brought back to them their hidden Jewish identity. 

 Hashem is our Hashem. Isn’t Hashem the Hashem of the entire world? Rashi explains that today, before ― ה’ ֱאֹלֵקינּו
Moshiach comes, only the Jewish people recognize Hashem as One. In the future, however, everyone will recognize 
His Oneness. Then it will be ה’ ֶאָחד. 
The Rashba explains that every other nation has a ַׂשר, a Malach in Shomayim, through whom Hashem controls 
them. Only the Yidden are supervised directly by Hashem. The Rashba explains that this is what we mean when we 
say Hashem is ֱאֹלֵקינּו ― our Hashem. 

• If one did not have in mind the meaning of the words of the first possuk of Shema he has not fulfilled the mitzvah
of Krias Shema, and he must say it again. The same applies to the possuk of ָּברּוְך ֵׁשם , which is also considered part
of ַקָּבַלת עֹול ַמְלכּות ָׁשַמִים.
• We cover our eyes with our right hand while saying the possuk of Shema Yisroel so we should not be distracted
and lose concentration.
• When saying the word ֶאָחד, we should have in mind that Hashem is the One and only King in Heaven and earth,
and He alone rules all four corners of the world. [1 = א Hashem. 7 = ח Heavens + 1 Earth. 4 = ד corners of the world.]

ידוע תדע

הלכה

הנהגה בתפילה
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri

During Shema of Shacharis, I had in mind the 
meaning of the words of ְׁשַמע ִיְׂשָרֵאל and ָּברּוְך ֵׁשם.

During Shema of Maariv, I had in mind the 
meaning of the words of ְׁשַמע ִיְׂשָרֵאל and ָּברּוְך ֵׁשם.

Point to ponder:

Why do we say ָּברּוְך ֵׁשם ְּכבֹוד ַמְלכּותֹו ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד quietly?


