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ביאור תפילה

כתה ז‘ Lesson 2

We now begin the second berachah of Birchos Krias Shema.

ַאֲהָבה ַרָּבה
With abundant love, ַאֲהָבה ַרָּבה

You have loved us, נּו, ַאַהְבָּתֽ

Hashem, our Hashem, ה' ֱאֹלֵהינּו, 

with great and abundant                                               , ֶחְמָלה ְגדֹוָלה ִויֵתָרה

You have pitied us. ינּו.  ְלָּת ָעֵלֽ ָחַמֽ

Our Father, our King, נּו,  ינּו ַמְלֵּכֽ ָאִבֽ

For the                                                  of our fathers ינּו ַּבֲעבּור ֲאבֹוֵתֽ

who                                                  in You, ֶׁשָּבְטחּו ְבָך, 

and to whom you taught the                              of life, ַוְּתַלְּמֵדם ֻחֵּקי ַחִּיים, 

so too should You                                                us ֵּכן ְּתָחֵּנֽנּו 

and teach us. נּו.  ּוְתַלְּמֵדֽ
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התעוררות בתפילה
 ORDER OF – ֵסֶדר ַהְּבָרכֹות

THE BERACHOS
Birchos Krias Shema 
begins with the 
berachah of יֹוֵצר 
 which ,ַהְּמאֹורֹות
describes the fascinating 
world Hashem has given 
us. We talk about how 
the sun, moon, and stars 
that illuminate the world 
are constantly renewed 
by Hashem each day. 
Now, in this second 
berachah, we discuss 
the greatest light of all ― 
Torah. The sun provides 
light only during the day; 
the Torah illuminates 
the world day and night. 
This is one reason that 
ַרָּבה  יֹוֵצר follows ַאֲהָבה 
.ַהְּמאֹורֹות
Another reason for 
this order is based on 
the Medrash at the 
beginning of Sefer 
Bereishis, which says 
that the entire world 
was created in the 
zechus of the Torah. So 
right after we describe 
the daily renewal of the 
creation of the world, 
we say a berachah about 
the Torah, which holds 
up the world and makes 
its creation worthwhile! 

ַמְלֵּכנּו  OUR ― ָאִבינּו 
FATHER, OUR KING
In the berachah of 
ַרָּבה  we refer ,ַאֲהָבה 
to Hashem as ָאִבינּו 
 our Father, our ,ַמְלֵּכנּו
King. Hashem is our 
Father, and like every 
father, He wants to 
grant us all of our 
requests. But while 
a human father can’t 
necessarily give his 
children everything, 
even if he wants to, 
Hashem is also our 
King. Not only does 
he want to fulfill our 
requests, he is able 
to so as well.
These two titles that 
we use for Hashem 
also obligate us in 
our avodas Hashem: 
Hashem is our Father, 
Whom we love, and 
therefore we should 
serve Him with all our 
heart. Hashem is also 
our King, and when 
serving a king, one 
must be very careful 
in His service! This 
is known as serving 
Hashem ֵמַאֲהָבה 
 out of love ,ּוֵמִיְרָאה
and out of awe.

ְבָך ֶׁשָּבְטחּו  ינּו  ֲאבֹוֵתֽ  FOR ― ַּבֲעבּור 
THE SAKE OF OUR FATHERS 
WHO TRUSTED IN YOU.
We daven to Hashem to help us 
learn Torah because our fathers 
had bitachon, trust, in Hashem. 
Now, we can understand that 
bitachon is necessary when we 
talk about relying on Hashem 
for our daily needs. But how is 
bitachon relevant for success in 
Torah?
The answer is that in order 
to succeed in Torah, a person 
must not be distracted by other 
thoughts and worries that are 
on his mind. And the only way to 
really avoid worries is by having 
bitachon. 
How far can a person go 
in learning Torah without 
distraction? A beautiful story 
is told about Rav Boruch Ber 
Leibowitz that illustrates this 
point.
Someone once asked Rav 
Boruch Ber if he should make 
the berachah on thunder 
while he is learning, or if it is 
considered bittul Torah. Rav 
Boruch Ber simply could not 
grasp the question. “If you 
hear the thunder before you 
start learning or after you finish 
learning, of course you must say 
the berachah. And if you’re in 
the middle of learning, how can 
you possibly hear the thunder?!”
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Question 1:
What are two reason for the order of the first two berachos of Birchos Krias Shema?    

           

           

           

           

           

Question 2:
What do we mean when we refer to Hashem as Our Father, our King?

           

           

           

           

           

Question 3:
What lesson can we take from the story of Rav Boruch Ber?

           

           

           

           

           



Lesson 2 Page |7

When fathers of talmidim would visit their sons learning in Yeshivas Volozhin, one of the roshei yeshivah, 
Rav Chaim Soleveitchik, would ask them not to leave until after Shacharis the next morning. He wanted 
them to witness how the Netziv, the other rosh yeshivah, cried when he said the berachah of ַאֲהָבה ַרָּבה. 
The Netziv would say that on a morning when he did not cry during ַאֲהָבה ַרָּבה, he was not able to say 
chiddushei Torah! 

רוח התפילה

 talks about Hashem’s tremendous love for us. Rav Shimon of Karlin would daven that he should merit ַאֲהָבה ַרָּבה
to love the biggest tzaddik as much as Hashem loves the biggest rasha! Hashem loves every Yid, no matter what!

ידוע תדע

If one is not sure if he said Birchos HaTorah, he can have in mind during ַאֲהָבה ַרָּבה to fulfill his obligation of Birchos 
HaTorah (שו”ע סימן מ”ז). This works as long as he learns something immediately after davening. The same halachah 
applies to ַאֲהַבת עֹוָלם of Maariv. 
Interestingly, this halachah applies to a bar mitzvah bochur on the night of his bar mitzvah. Since he becomes bar 
mitzvah at night, he has a new ִחיּוב ְדאֹוַרייָתא to say Birchos HaTorah when he learns. The Birchos HaTorah he said 
that morning was only ִמְדַרָּבָנן and do not help him for the chiyuv he has now. Therefore, during Maariv, when he 
says ַאֲהַבת עֹוָלם he should have in mind to fulfill his new ִחיּוב ְדאֹוַרייָתא!

הלכה

הנהגה בתפילה
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri

I had kavanah of the meaning of the words.

I asked Hashem for Hatzlachah in learning

Point to ponder:

Why do those who daven nussach Ashkenaz say ַאֲהָבה ַרָּבה in the berachah of Shacharis, 
but then, at Maariv, they switch to ַאֲהַבת עֹוָלם? 


