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'וכתה 
{Lesson #7} 

And with Your anger  יָךּוְבֽרּוַח ֶֽ   ַאּפ 

the water piled up, ,ִים ֶעְרמּו ַמֽ  ֶנֽ

they stood like a wall - the flowing waters, ,ִנְּצבּו ְכמֹו ֵנד ֹנְזִלים 

the deep waters became solid  ְתֹהֹמתָקְפאּו  

in the heart of the sea. ָים. ְּבל ב  

The enemy said:  אֹוֵיבָאַמר  

“I will chase them,   ֶאְרֹּדף 

I will overtake them, ַאִּׂשיג 

I will divide the spoils,  ָׁשָללֲאַחֵּלק  

I will satisfy myself, ,מֹו ַנְפִׁשי  ִּתְמָלֵאֽ

I will draw my sword, ַחְרִּבי, ָאִריק  

my hand will make them [the Yidden] poor.” .מֹו ָיִדי  ּתֹוִריֵׁשֽ

You blew with Your wind,   ְפָּת   ְברּוֲחָךָנַׁשֽ

the sea covered them, ,מֹו ָים  ִּכָּסֽ

they sank like lead in the waters, the strong ones [the 

 .[מצריים

 (Others learn that ַאִּדיִרים refers to the water - that the 

waters were strong. They do not place a comma between 

ִים       (.”See“Halachah  .ַאִּדיִרים and ְּבַמֽ

תָצְללּו  ר  ִים ַּכעֹופ  .ַאִּדיִרים ,ְּבַמֽ  
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ֶאְרֹּדף ַאִּׂשיג ֲאַחֵּלק ָׁשָלל, 

מֹו ַנְפִׁשי, ָאִריק ַחְרִּבי  ִּתְמָלֵאֽ

We’ve all learned that 

had the Yidden stayed in 

 even a little מצרים

longer, they would’ve 

sunk to the 'שער נ of 

 the fiftieth level - טומאה

of impurity - with no 

hope of getting out. Rav 

Tzvi Meir Zilberberg 

points out a real-life 

example of such a low 

level. It is פרעה, who 

witnessed and 

experienced such 

unbelievable מכות, yet 

remained so sure of 

himself that he could 

chase and conquer the 

Yidden after they left 

Mitzrayim.  That is the 

 פרעה .of impurity שער נ'

saw the Hand of 

Hashem as clear as day 

repeatedly, yet it made 

no impression on him at 

all!  He gathered his men 

and began a chase on 

the Yidden. 

Let us strive to reach the 

highest level of קדושה , 

where we see the Hand 

of Hashem in 

everything! 

ָאַמר אֹוֵיב ֶאְרֹּדף ַאִּׂשיג ֲאַחֵּלק ָׁשָלל, 

מֹו ַנְפִׁשי, ָאִריק ַחְרִּבי,   ִּתְמָלֵאֽ

The קהלת יצחק points out that 

that the sequence of the  פסוק 

seems incorrect. Normally, a 

conquering army will first kill out 

the enemy soldiers, and only 

afterwards can they take 

captives and spoils. Yet here, the 

 intended  פרעה states that פסוק 

to first take the spoils, then the 

captives, and finally draw his 

sword in battle. 

 The קהלת יצחק explains that 

when the Yidden went into the 

desert, Moshe assumed that the 

greatest danger they would face 

would be from a possible non-

 enemy attacking from the מצרי

front. An attack from פרעה was 

less likely, as he had just freed 

them after suffering 10 crippling 

 Therefore, Moshe set up .מכות

the soldiers  at the front of the 

 to protect the Yidden from מחנה

the front, followed by the 

women and young children, and 

finally the animals in the rear. 

Therefore now when פרעה did 

attack from behind, פרעה said 

first    ֲאַחֵּלק ָׁשָלל - we will get the 

spoils (animals) which were in 

the rear, then מֹו ַנְפִׁשי  we -  ִּתְמָלֵאֽ

will fulfill our desires by taking 

the women and children 

captives. And finally we will    ָאִריק

 need to draw our swords -  ַחְרִּבי

to do battle with the soldiers in 

the front! 

ִים,ּוְבֽרּוַח  ֶעְרמּו ַמֽ יָך ֶנֽ ַאֶּפֽ  

The תרגום explains the word נערמו 

to mean that the water was 

“intelligent” [because ערום means 

intelligent].  How do we explain 

this?  

 Also the words ֶאְרֹּדף ָאַמר אֹוֵיב...  

seem out of place here. They should 

have been said in the beginning of 

the שירה, explaining why פרעה   

chose to chase the Yidden and how 

he convinced his men to join him. 

Why are they written here, in the 

middle of the שירה?  

The באר יוסף answers both these 

questions with the well known 

 that all waters in the world מדרש

split by קריעת ים סוף. This only 

happened due to the water’s 

wisdom. The water realized that 

 may hesitate to chase the פרעה

Yidden into the sea, for fear that he 

would not merit the same נס the 

Yidden did. But    when פרעה saw all 

the waters splitting, he reasoned, if 

foolishly, that a natural event was 

happening in the world at that 

moment causing all waters to split, 

and it wasn’t Hashem performing a 

 to save the Yidden. For this  נס

reason the מצריים weren’t afraid to 

continue to chase after the Yidden. 

This enabled the  נס of the 

destruction of the Egyptian army to 

take place!  

This explains the “intelligence” of 

the water, as well as why we 

mention specifically here how רעהפ   

and his men made a decision to 

chase the Yidden into the ים סוף.   
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  Rav Yechezkel Levenstein spent his life strengthening his יציאת מצרים  .אמונה was a focal point of this, 

because it shows so clearly how Hashem controls everything and pays back our enemies. He would 

not just talk about יציאת מצרים; he would re-enact it. Once, when he was very old, he was alone in a 

room when people nearby heard a commotion. They ran to look, and saw that he was moving around 

pieces of furniture and walking between them in a manner that replicated  יציאת מצרים!  We can learn 

from him that through studying the events and  lessons  of יציאת מצרים,  we can grow greatly in our 

own אמונה! 

ּוחַַ ְפָּת  ּוְברֶֽ ִים........... ָנַׁשֽ ֶעְרמּו ַמֽ יָך ֶנֽ מֹו ָים ְברּוֲחָךַאֶּפֽ ִּכָּסֽ

The ספורנו points out that the   רוח   that caused the water to congeal, allowing  the Yidden to 

pass through on flat dry land, was the  very same רוח that made the water   violent for  the 

 !causing them to be thrown around and eventually drown ,מצריים

ִים  ַאִּדיִרים. ,ָצְללּו ַּכעֹוֶפֶרת ְּבַמֽ  

See the differing translations of this phrase in the ביאור התפילה above.  The (נא , יז) משנה ברורה paskens 

like the 'גמ in )'.מנחות )נג which states that ַאִּדיִרים refer to the  מצריים  - Let the Mighty One [Hashem] 

come and punish the mighty ones [the Mitzriyim].   The מדרש says similarly, “The mighty ones 

drowned like lead in the water.”   Therefore,  one should pause between saying the words ִים  and ְּבַמֽ

   .drowned - מצריים is declaring that in the waters, the mighty ones - the פסוק  The . ַאִּדיִרים

[However according to the second opinion (Rashi to  ה  ''ה , נ ,)שופטים  ,  one should not pause here, as the 

ִים drowned in mighty waters. There is no comma between מצריים is saying the פסוק  according ַאִּדיִרים  and ְּבַמֽ

to  רש"י]     

Pause before saying the word  ַאִּדיִרים in the phrase of   ִים ַאִּדיִריםָצְללּו ַּכעֹוֶפֶרת ְּבַמֽ  . 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

I paused before 

saying ַאִּדיִרים 




